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Item 1.01 Entry into Material Definitive Agreement
On April 7, 2010, The Meridian Resource Corporation ( Meridian or the Company), Alta Mesa Holdings, LP ( Alta
Mesa ) and Alta Mesa Acquisition Sub LLC ( Alta Mesa Acquisition Sub ) entered into the First Amendment to
Agreement and Plan of Merger (the Amendment ), attached hereto as Exhibit 2.1 and incorporated herein by reference,
which amends that certain Agreement and Plan of Merger dated December 22, 2009, by and among Meridian, Alta
Mesa, and Alta Mesa Acquisition Sub (the Merger Agreement ).
Under the Amendment, Alta Mesa has agreed to increase the offer price for the outstanding common stock of
Meridian to $0.33 per share from $0.29 per share in cash.
Item 8.01 Other Events.
On April 8, 2010, the Company issued the press release, attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and incorporated herein by
reference, whereby the Company announced that Alta Mesa agreed to a higher offer price of $0.33 per share, as
evidenced by the Amendment to the Merger Agreement described above, and announced that the special meeting of
shareholders called to vote on the proposed merger with Alta Mesa will be reconvened on April 28, 2010, following
its adjournment on April 6, 2010.
Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits.

2.1 First Amendment to Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated April 7, 2010, by and among The Meridian
Resource Corporation, Alta Mesa Holdings, LP and Alta Mesa Acquisition Sub LLC.

99.1 Press release, dated April 8, 2010, of The Meridian Resource Corporation titled Meridian Announces Increase
in Offer From Alta Mesa and Date of Reconvened Special Meeting of Shareholders .
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to
be signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

The Meridian Resource Corporation
(Registrant)

By: /s/ Lloyd V. DeLano
Lloyd V. DeLano
Senior Vice President
and Chief Accounting Officer

Date: April 12, 2010



