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         Check the appropriate  box  below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to
simultaneously  satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the
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[ ] Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR
230.425)
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                  In  response  to  questions from investors and analysts, First
Merchants  Corporation has provided additional  information beyond what has been
released.  The information provided was an estimated $8 million cost savings off
of Lincoln Bancorp's expense base. The Corporation  anticipates realizing 75% of
the cost savings in 2009 and 100% in 2010.

                                   SIGNATURES

         Pursuant to the  requirements of the Securities  Exchange Act of 1934,
the  Registrant  has duly  caused  this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

         DATE:  September 9, 2008

                                By: /s/  Mark K. Hardwick
                                    --------------------------------------------
                                         Mark K. Hardwick
                                         Executive Vice President and
                                         Chief Financial Officer
                                         (Principal Financial and
                                         Principal Accounting Officer)
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