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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of
the registrant under any of the following provisions:
¨ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under Securities Act (17 CFR 230-425)

¨ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240-14a-12)

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

¨ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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ITEM 5.02 DEPARTURE OF DIRECTORS OR PRINCIPAL OFFICERS; ELECTION OF DIRECTORS;
APPOINTMENT OF PRINCIPAL OFFICERS.

On December 14, 2015, the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Southside Bancshares, Inc. (the “Company”) appointed
Mr. Lee R. Gibson, the Company’s Senior Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer (“CFO”), to serve as the
Company’s President and CFO, and the board of directors of the Company’s subsidiary, Southside Bank, also acted to
appoint Mr. Gibson as President and CFO of Southside Bank. The Board of the Company also expanded the size of
the Board by one director and elected Mr. Gibson to serve as a member effective immediately.

Mr. Gibson, 59, a certified public accountant, joined Southside Bank in 1984 and has served as an executive and CFO
of the Company since 2000 and as Senior Executive Vice President and CFO since 2009.  He is also a director of
Southside Bank.  A native of Dallas, Texas, Mr. Gibson earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration with an
emphasis in accounting from Southern Methodist University.

Mr. Gibson is qualified to serve as a member of the Board due to his financial expertise as a certified public
accountant, his 31 years banking experience, his serving on the Southside Bank board for many years, his in depth
knowledge of the integral workings of Southside Bank, both operational and financial and his serving on the Federal
Home Loan Bank of Dallas Board for eleven years, six as chairman.

Sam Dawson will continue as the Chief Executive Officer and a director of Southside Bank and the Company.
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, the Registrant has duly caused this
report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Southside Bancshares, Inc.

Date: December 16, 2015 By: /s/ Sam Dawson
Sam Dawson
Chief Executive Officer
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