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MAST THERAPEUTICS, INC.

3611 Valley Centre Drive, Suite 500

San Diego, CA 92130

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS

To Be Held June 15, 2016

The 2016 Annual Meeting of Stockholders of Mast Therapeutics, Inc. will be held on June 15, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.
Pacific Time at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel located at 11915 El Camino Real, San Diego, California 92130. The
meeting is being held for the following purposes, as more fully described in the proxy statement accompanying this
notice:

1. To elect five directors to hold office until the next annual meeting of stockholders and until their respective
successors are elected and qualified or until their earlier resignation or removal;

2. To ratify the appointment of Mayer Hoffman McCann P.C. as our independent registered public accounting firm for
the fiscal year ending December 31, 2016;

3. To approve, on an advisory basis, the compensation of our named executive officers, as disclosed in the proxy
statement accompanying this notice; and

4. To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting and any adjournment or postponement
thereof.

Only stockholders of record at the close of business on April 19, 2016 will be entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the
meeting and any adjournment or postponement thereof. A list of stockholders entitled to vote at the meeting will be
available for inspection by any stockholder for any purpose relating to the meeting during ordinary business hours at
our corporate offices located at 3611 Valley Centre Drive, Suite 500, San Diego, California 92130 for ten days prior
to the meeting, and will also be available for inspection at the meeting. To obtain directions to the location of the
meeting, please contact us at (858) 552-0866.

Your vote is important. Whether or not you plan to attend the meeting, and no matter how many shares you own,
please vote as promptly as possible. This will help to ensure the presence of a quorum at the meeting and save us
additional proxy solicitation costs.

All stockholders are cordially invited to attend the meeting.

By Order of the Board of Directors,
Brian M. Culley
Chief Executive Officer

San Diego, California

April 28, 2016
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Important Notice Regarding the Availability of Proxy Materials for the Stockholders’ Meeting To Be Held on June 15,
2016. This notice of meeting, the proxy statement for the meeting and our annual report for the fiscal year ended
December 31, 2015 are available at https://materials.proxyvote.com/576314.
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Mast Therapeutics, Inc.

3611 Valley Centre Drive, Suite 500

San Diego, CA 92130

(858) 552-0866

PROXY STATEMENT

2016 ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS

To Be Held June 15, 2016

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE MEETING

Mast Therapeutics, Inc., a Delaware corporation (“Mast Therapeutics,” “we,” ‘us,” “our,” or “our company”), is making proxy
materials, including this proxy statement, available to our stockholders via the Internet in connection with the
solicitation of proxies by our board of directors for use at our 2016 Annual Meeting of Stockholders to be held on
June 15, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. Pacific Time at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel located at 11915 El Camino Real, San
Diego, California 92130 (the “Annual Meeting”), and at any adjournment or postponement thereof.

This proxy statement, the attached notice of the Annual Meeting, a proxy card and our annual report on Form 10-K for
the fiscal year ended December 31, 2015 are collectively referred to as the “proxy materials.” The proxy materials are
first being made available to our stockholders on or about April 28, 2016.

Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials

All stockholders have the ability to access the proxy materials on the website referred to in the attached notice of the
Annual Meeting. Pursuant to rules adopted by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”), we have
elected to send a Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials (the “Notice”) to our stockholders instead of mailing
printed copies of the proxy materials, unless you have previously elected to receive printed materials. The Notice
provides instructions on how to access the proxy materials via the Internet and how to request a printed set of the
proxy materials at no charge. In addition, stockholders can elect to receive future proxy materials electronically by
email or in printed form by mail, and any such election will remain in effect until terminated by the stockholder. We
encourage all stockholders to take advantage of the availability of the proxy materials on the Internet to help reduce
the cost and environmental impact of our annual meetings.

Purposes of the Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting is being held for the following purposes:
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1. To elect five directors to hold office until the next annual meeting of stockholders and until their respective
successors are elected and qualified or until their earlier resignation or removal;

2. To ratify the appointment of Mayer Hoffman McCann P.C. as our independent registered public accounting firm for
the fiscal year ending December 31, 2016;

3. To approve, on an advisory basis, the compensation of our named executive officers, as disclosed in this proxy
statement in accordance with SEC rules in the section entitled “Executive Officer Compensation;” and

4. To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting and any adjournment or postponement
thereof.

1
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Record Date; Shares Outstanding and Entitled to Vote

Our board of directors has fixed April 19, 2016 as the record date for the determination of holders of our common
stock entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the Annual Meeting and any adjournment or postponement thereof. At the
close of business on the record date, we had 192,836,367 shares of common stock issued and outstanding. Each
stockholder of record as of the record date is entitled to one vote at the Annual Meeting for each share of common
stock held by such stockholder on the record date. Stockholders do not have cumulative voting rights. We had no
other class of capital stock outstanding as of the record date. No other shares are entitled to notice of, or to vote at, the
Annual Meeting.

How to Vote Your Shares

If you hold your shares in your own name as the stockholder of record: You may vote your shares by proxy over the
Internet or by telephone by following the instructions provided in the Notice, or, if you requested to receive printed
proxy materials, you may vote by marking, dating and signing the enclosed proxy card and returning it in the
postage-paid envelope provided or you may vote over the Internet or by telephone pursuant to the instructions
provided in the proxy card. Additionally, you may vote your shares in person at the Annual Meeting. Stockholders
voting by Internet or telephone should understand that, while we and the party providing the service through which
you may vote by Internet or by telephone do not charge any fees to our stockholders for voting by Internet or
telephone, there may still be costs, such as usage charges from Internet access providers and telephone companies, for
which you are responsible.

If your shares are held in the name of a broker or other nominee (that is, in “street name”): You will receive instructions
from the holder of record that you must follow for your shares to be voted. The availability of telephonic or Internet
voting will depend on your broker’s (or other nominee’s) voting process. Please check with your broker or other
nominee and follow the voting procedure your broker or other nominee provides to vote your shares. If you wish to
vote in person at the Annual Meeting, you must request a legal proxy from your broker or other nominee that holds
your shares and present that proxy and proof of identification at the Annual Meeting.

By casting your vote by proxy, you are authorizing the holders of the proxies solicited by this proxy statement to vote
your shares in accordance with your instructions.

YOUR VOTE IS VERY IMPORTANT. We encourage you to submit your vote by proxy even if you plan to attend
the Annual Meeting and vote in person.

How to Change Your Vote

If you hold your shares in your own name: You may revoke your proxy and change your vote at any time before your
proxy is exercised by:

·Delivering to our corporate secretary a written notice of revocation, dated later than the proxy you wish to revoke,
before voting begins at the Annual Meeting;

·Delivering to our corporate secretary a duly executed proxy bearing a date later than the proxy you wish to revoke,
before voting begins at the Annual Meeting;

·Voting again on a later date via the Internet or by telephone before 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on June 14, 2016 (in
which case only your latest Internet or telephone proxy submitted will be counted); or

·Attending the Annual Meeting and voting in person (your attendance at the Annual Meeting, in and of itself, will not
revoke your proxy).

2
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Any written notice of revocation or later dated proxy should be delivered before the close of business on June 14,
2016 to:

Mast Therapeutics, Inc.
3611 Valley Centre Drive, Suite 500
San Diego, CA 92130
Attention: Corporate Secretary

Alternatively, you may hand deliver a written revocation notice or a later dated proxy to our corporate secretary at the
Annual Meeting before voting begins.

If your shares are held in street name: You must follow the instructions provided by the broker or other nominee if
you wish to change your vote.

Proxies

If you provide specific voting instructions on your proxy card or when voting via the Internet or by telephone, your
shares will be voted at the Annual Meeting in accordance with your instructions. If you hold shares in your name and
execute a proxy (either by submitting it via the Internet or telephone or signing and returning a proxy card) without
making individual selections, your shares will be voted in accordance with the recommendations of our board of
directors, which are:

·“For” election of each of the nominees to our board of directors listed in the proxy materials;
·“For” ratification of the appointment of Mayer Hoffman McCann P.C. as our independent registered public accounting
firm for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2016; and

·“For” approval, on an advisory basis, of the compensation of our named executive officers, as disclosed in this proxy
statement.

At this time, we are unaware of any matters, other than those set forth above, that may properly come before the
Annual Meeting. If any other matters properly come before the Annual Meeting or any adjournment or postponement
thereof, the holders of proxies solicited by this proxy statement, or their duly constituted substitutes acting at the
Annual Meeting and any adjournment or postponement thereof, will be deemed authorized to vote or otherwise act on
such matters in accordance with their judgment.

The holders of proxies solicited by this proxy statement, or their duly constituted substitutes acting at the Annual
Meeting and any adjournment or postponement thereof, may propose and vote for one or more adjournments or
postponements of the Annual Meeting, including adjournments or postponements, to permit further solicitations of
proxies. Proxies solicited may be voted only at the Annual Meeting and any adjournment or postponement thereof and
will not be used for any other meeting of our stockholders.

Broker Non-Votes

A “broker non-vote” occurs when a nominee (typically a broker or bank) holding shares for a beneficial owner (typically
referred to as shares being held in “street name”) submits a proxy for those shares, but indicates on the proxy that it does
not have authority to vote those shares on particular proposals because it has not received specific voting instructions
from the beneficial owner for those proposals. Under the rules of the New York Stock Exchange, or NYSE, brokers
and other nominees have discretion to vote shares held in street name on “routine” matters but lack such discretion with
regard to “non-routine” matters. The ratification of the appointment of Mayer Hoffman McCann P.C. as our independent
registered public accounting firm for fiscal year 2016 is considered a routine matter and, as such, brokers and other
nominees may vote on that proposal in the absence of specific instructions from the beneficial owner. Each of the
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other proposals described in this proxy statement is considered a non-routine matter and brokers and other nominees
do not have discretionary authority to vote on those proposals.
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Quorum and Required Votes

A majority of the aggregate number of shares of our common stock issued and outstanding and entitled to vote at the
Annual Meeting must be present in person or by proxy in order for there to be a quorum at the Annual Meeting and
for any action to be taken at the Annual Meeting. If you submit a properly executed proxy via the Internet or by
telephone or mail, regardless of whether you abstain from voting on one or more matters, your shares will be counted
as present at the Annual Meeting for the purpose of determining a quorum. Broker non-votes will also be counted as
present for the purpose of determining the presence of a quorum at the Annual Meeting.

Proposal 1: If a quorum exists at the Annual Meeting, the affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the shares of
common stock having voting power present in person or represented by proxy at the Annual Meeting is required for
the election of each director nominee. This majority voting standard means that a director nominee will be elected if
the number of shares voted “For” that director nominee exceeds the aggregate number of shares voted “Against” and that
“Abstain” from voting with respect to that director nominee. As a result, an abstention will have the same effect as a
negative vote. Broker non-votes will not be counted toward the vote total and therefore will have no effect on the
outcome of this proposal. In accordance with our corporate governance guidelines, each of our incumbent directors
tendered his resignation in advance of being nominated for election at the Annual Meeting, with the effectiveness of
such resignation subject to and contingent upon (a) the director’s failure to receive a sufficient number of votes for
re-election at the Annual Meeting and (b) our board of directors’ acceptance of the resignation. Accordingly, the
continued service on our board of directors by any director who is not re-elected because he does not receive the
requisite affirmative votes at the Annual Meeting will be subject to our board of directors’ determination as to whether
to accept or reject his resignation. Our board of directors will take into account and consider the voting results at the
Annual Meeting, but has sole discretion to determine whether or not to accept the resignation.

Proposal 2: If a quorum exists at the Annual Meeting, the affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the shares of
common stock having voting power present in person or represented by proxy at the Annual Meeting is required to
ratify the appointment of Mayer Hoffman McCann P.C. An abstention will have the same effect as a negative vote.
Brokers and other nominees generally will have discretionary authority to vote on this proposal because it is
considered a routine matter under NYSE rules; therefore, we do not expect broker non-votes with respect to this
proposal.

Proposal 3: If a quorum exists at the Annual Meeting, the affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the shares of
common stock having voting power present in person or represented by proxy at the Annual Meeting is required to
approve the compensation of our named executive officers as disclosed in this proxy statement in accordance with
SEC rules in the section entitled “Executive Officer Compensation.” An abstention will have the same effect as a
negative vote. Broker non-votes will not be counted toward the vote total and therefore will have no effect on the
outcome of this proposal.

Voting Agreements

In connection with our acquisition of SynthRx, Inc. in 2011, we and each of the former principal stockholders of
SynthRx entered into a stockholders’ voting and transfer restriction agreement (the “SynthRx Voting Agreement”),
pursuant to which each stockholder party agreed, with respect to every action or approval by written consent of our
stockholders, to vote all shares of our common stock beneficially owned by that stockholder that were issued pursuant
to our merger agreement with SynthRx (the “SynthRx Subject Shares”) in such manner as we direct. In addition, each
stockholder party granted an irrevocable proxy to us for the term of the SynthRx Voting Agreement, which authorizes
our executive officers to vote, or instruct nominees or record holders to vote, as applicable, all SynthRx Subject
Shares in such manner as we direct. The SynthRx Voting Agreement terminates upon the transfer, in accordance with
that agreement, of all the SynthRx Subject Shares by the stockholder parties and their affiliates to non-affiliates.
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In connection with our acquisition of Aires Pharmaceuticals, Inc. in February 2014, we and each of the former
principal stockholders of Aires entered into a stockholder agreement (the “Aires Voting Agreements” and, collectively
with the SynthRx Voting Agreement, the “Voting Agreements”), pursuant to which each stockholder party executed and
delivered an irrevocable proxy appointing our officers, or other designees, as the
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sole and exclusive attorneys and proxies to vote and exercise all voting and related rights with respect to each meeting
or action by written consent of our stockholders from the effective time of our acquisition of Aires through the
30-month anniversary of the acquisition, or August 2016, covering all of the shares of our common stock issued to the
former Aires stockholders in consideration for our acquisition of Aires (the “Aires Subject Shares” and, collectively with
the SynthRx Subject Shares, the “Subject Shares”).

As of the record date for the Annual Meeting, 3,732,183 outstanding shares of our common stock are Subject Shares,
which represent approximately 1.9% of the shares entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting. While the Voting
Agreements are in effect, they provide us with voting control over the Subject Shares. All of the Subject Shares will
be voted in accordance with the recommendation of our board of directors with respect to each of the proposals
described in this proxy statement. See “— Proxies” above, for a discussion regarding the recommendation of our board of
directors with respect to each such proposal.

Solicitation of Proxies

We are soliciting proxies from our stockholders on behalf of our board of directors and will pay for all costs incurred
in connection with the solicitation. In addition to solicitation by mail, our directors, officers and employees may solicit
proxies from our stockholders in person or by telephone, facsimile, email or other electronic methods without
additional compensation other than reimbursement for their actual expenses.

We may retain a proxy solicitation firm to assist us in the solicitation of proxies for the Annual Meeting. We would
pay such firm, if any, customary fees, which we do not expect would exceed $20,000, and would reimburse the firm
for its reasonable out-of-pocket expenses.

Arrangements also will be made with brokerage firms and other custodians, nominees and fiduciaries for the
forwarding of solicitation material to the beneficial owners of stock held of record by such persons, and we will
reimburse such custodians, nominees and fiduciaries for their reasonable out-of-pocket expenses in connection
therewith.

If You Receive More Than One Proxy Card

If you receive more than one proxy card, it means you hold shares that are registered in more than one account. To
ensure that all of your shares are voted, please mark your votes and date, sign and return each proxy card, or vote your
proxy via Internet or by telephone as instructed on each proxy card.

Householding Information

The SEC has adopted rules that permit brokers, banks and other nominees to satisfy the delivery requirements for
proxy statements and annual reports with respect to two or more stockholders sharing the same address by delivering a
single copy of such document addressed to those stockholders. This process, which is commonly referred to as
“householding,” potentially means extra convenience for stockholders and cost savings for companies.

A number of brokers and other nominees with account holders who are our stockholders may be “householding” the
proxy materials. This means that only one copy of this proxy statement and our annual report may have been sent to
multiple stockholders in a household. If, at any time, you no longer wish to participate in householding and would
prefer to receive a separate proxy statement and annual report from the other stockholder(s) sharing your address,
please (i) notify your broker or other nominee, (ii) direct your written request to Mast Therapeutics, Inc., 3611 Valley
Centre Drive, Suite 500, San Diego, California 92130, Attn: Corporate Secretary or (iii) contact us by phone at (858)
552-0866. We undertake to deliver promptly, upon any such oral or written request, a separate copy of the proxy
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materials to a stockholder at a shared address to which a single copy of these documents was delivered. Stockholders
who currently receive multiple copies of the proxy materials at their address and would like to request householding
of their communications should notify their broker or other nominee, or contact our corporate secretary at the above
address or phone number.

If you have any questions about voting your shares, please contact us at (858) 552-0866.

5
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The current members of our board of directors, their ages as of April 19, 2016, their committee assignments, and the
month and year in which they commenced service on our board, are as follows:

Name Age Committee Membership Director Since
Brian M. Culley 44 None December 2011
Howard C. Dittrich 63 ·     Compensation Committee (Chair)

·     Nominating & Governance Committee (Chair)

June 2014

Peter Greenleaf 46 ·     Audit Committee

·     Compensation Committee

November 2015

Matthew Pauls 45 ·     Audit Committee

·     Compensation Committee

·     Nominating & Governance Committee

October 2015

David A. Ramsay 51 ·     Audit Committee (Chair)

·     Nominating & Governance Committee

June 2011

Our certificate of incorporation and bylaws, provide that each director elected or appointed to our board of directors
shall hold office until the next annual meeting of stockholders following such election or appointment and until the
director’s successor is elected and qualified, or until the director’s earlier resignation or removal. Our bylaws provide
that vacancies on our board of directors, including those resulting from an increase in the authorized number of
directors, may be filled by a majority of the remaining directors, even if less than a quorum, or by a sole remaining
director. Any director appointed as a result of a vacancy holds office until the next annual meeting of stockholders and
until a successor is elected and qualified. Pursuant to our bylaws, the authorized number of directors may be not less
than three nor more than nine, with the exact number, which currently is six, to be fixed by resolutions adopted from
time to time by our board of directors. Lewis Shuster resigned from our board effective March 10, 2016, resulting in
one vacancy on our board. The board has not nominated an individual to fill the vacancy. At the Annual Meeting,
proxies cannot be voted for a greater number of individuals than the five nominees named in this proxy statement.

NOMINEES FOR ELECTION TO THE BOARD

Each of our current directors has been nominated for election to our board of directors. The paragraphs below provide
information about each director that includes each director’s principal occupation and business experience during at
least the past five years, the names of other publicly held companies at which he currently serves as a director or has
served as a director during the past five years, information regarding involvement in certain legal or administrative
proceedings during the past ten years, if applicable, and the experience, qualifications, attributes or skills that led the
nominating and governance committee and our board of directors to determine that the person should serve on our
board of directors. In 2015, the nominating and governance committee engaged a third-party search firm to assist it in
identifying, evaluating, and recruiting qualified director candidates. The third-party search firm identified,
prescreened, and recruited director candidates for evaluation by the nominating and governance committee on the
basis of criteria provided by the committee. Messrs. Pauls and Greenleaf, who were appointed to our board of
directors in October 2015 and November 2015, respectively, were each recommended to our nominating and
governance committee by the third-party search firm and our nominating and governance committee recommended
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their appointment to our board of directors. There are no family relationships among any of our directors and
executive officers.
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Brian M. Culley.  Mr. Culley has served as our Chief Executive Officer since February 2010 and as a member of our
board of directors since December 2011. He has served as our principal executive officer since February 2009.
Previously, from January 2007 to February 2010, he served as our Chief Business Officer and Senior Vice President,
from February 2006 to January 2007, he served as our Senior Vice President, Business Development, and, from
December 2004 to February 2006, he served as our Vice President, Business Development. From 2002 until 2004, Mr.
Culley managed all strategic collaborations and licensing agreements for Immusol, Inc. in San Diego, where his most
recent title was Director of Business Development and Marketing. From 1999 until 2000, he was a licensing and
marketing associate at the University of California, San Diego, department of technology transfer & intellectual
property services and from 1996 to 1999, he was a research associate for Neurocrine Biosciences, Inc. Mr. Culley has
more than 20 years of experience in the life science industry. He received a B.S. in biology from Boston College, a
masters in biochemistry from the University of California, Santa Barbara and an M.B.A. from The Johnson School of
Business at Cornell University. Mr. Culley’s extensive experience with our company and our board of directors’ belief
that our Chief Executive Officer should serve on the board of directors, as well as Mr. Culley’s substantial business
experience, leadership skills and scientific background, led our board of directors to conclude that Mr. Culley should
serve as a director for our company.

Howard C. Dittrich.  Dr. Dittrich has served as a director since June 2014. A cardiologist with more than 20 years of
experience in cardiac therapeutic research and clinical development, Dr. Dittrich joined Frazier Healthcare Partners in
January 2016 as an Entrepreneur-in-Residence and also began serving as Chief Medical Officer of Hawkeye
Therapeutics, a biotechnology company formed by Frazier. In addition, he currently serves as President and a member
of the board of directors of Advanced Endovascular Therapeutics, Inc., a privately-held biotechnology company that
he co-founded in August 2015, and as Chief Medical Advisor of Leading Biosciences, Inc., a privately-held
biopharmaceutical company. Additionally, Dr. Dittrich co-founded and from March 2014 until February 2016 served
as Chairman of the board of directors of IOWA Approach Inc., a privately-held company developing atrial fibrillation
ablation technology. He also is an Adjunct Professor of Medicine at the University of Iowa Carver College of
Medicine and, since January 2012, has served as Chair of the board of directors of the François M. Abboud
Cardiovascular Research Center at the University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine. He also serves as a consultant
to other privately-held life science companies.  From November 2011 to November 2015, Dr. Dittrich served as Chief
Medical Officer of Laguna Pharmaceuticals, a privately-held biopharmaceutical company, first as a consultant and,
beginning in February 2015, as an employee. From April 2012 to July 2014, he served as Chief Medical Officer of
Sorbent Therapeutics, a privately-held biopharmaceutical company that commenced liquidation proceedings through
an assignment for the benefit of creditors under California law in July 2014.  Previously, from 2003 until it was
acquired by Merck & Co., Inc. in September 2007, Dr. Dittrich served as Chief Medical Officer and Senior Vice
President of Clinical and Regulatory Affairs of NovaCardia, Inc., a clinical-stage pharmaceutical company focused on
cardiovascular diseases, and, from September 2007 to June 2011, he co-founded and served as Chief Medical Officer
of Sequel Pharmaceuticals, Inc., a privately-held pharmaceutical company spun out from NovaCardia following its
acquisition by Merck. Prior to NovaCardia, from 1996 to 2002, Dr. Dittrich held executive positions overseeing
clinical development and regulatory affairs at Molecular Biosystems, Inc. and Alliance Pharmaceutical Corp. From
1984 to 1996, he was a full-time faculty member of the Department of Medicine at the University of California, San
Diego (UCSD) and, from 1996 to 2011, he served part-time as clinical professor of medicine at UCSD. Dr. Dittrich
holds a B.S. degree from the University of Iowa and an M.D. from the University of Iowa Carver College of
Medicine. He completed his residency in internal medicine and clinical fellowship in cardiology at UCSD.  Dr.
Dittrich’s extensive medical and pharmaceutical development expertise, including his background in the clinical
practice of medicine, clinical research and development, and regulatory affairs and his experience with the successful
development of medicinal products, are among the attributes that led our board of directors to conclude that he should
serve as a member of our board.

Peter Greenleaf.  Mr. Greenleaf joined our board of directors in November 2015. Mr. Greenleaf currently serves as
Chief Executive Officer and as a member of the board of directors of Sucampo Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (NASDAQ:
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SCMP), positions he has held since March 2014. Sucampo is focused on the development and commercialization of
medicines to meet major unmet medical needs of patients worldwide. Prior to joining Sucampo, from June 2013 to
February 2014, Mr. Greenleaf served as Chief Executive Officer and a member of the board of directors of
Histogenics Corporation, a regenerative medicine company. Prior to joining Histogenics, from 2006 to 2013, Mr.
Greenleaf was employed by MedImmune LLC, the global biologics arm of AstraZeneca, where he most recently
served as President. From January 2010 to June 2013, Mr. Greenleaf also served as President of MedImmune
Ventures, a wholly owned venture capital fund within the AstraZeneca Group. Prior to serving as

7

Edgar Filing: Mast Therapeutics, Inc. - Form DEF 14A

19



President of MedImmune, Mr. Greenleaf was Senior Vice President, Commercial Operations of the company,
responsible for its commercial, corporate development and strategy functions. Mr. Greenleaf has also held senior
commercial roles at Centocor Biotech, Inc. (now Jansen Biotechnology, Johnson & Johnson) from 1998 to 2006, and
at Boehringer Mannheim G.m.b.H. (now Roche Holdings) from 1996 to 1998. Mr. Greenleaf currently serves as a
member of the board of directors of Mirna Therapeutics, Inc., a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company developing
oncology therapeutics, and as a member of the board of directors of the Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO),
where he serves on the Governing Boards of the Emerging Companies and Health Sections. Mr. Greenleaf also chairs
the Maryland Venture Fund Authority, whose vision is to oversee implementation of InvestMaryland, a public-private
partnership to spur venture capital investment in the state. Mr. Greenleaf earned a M.B.A. degree from St. Joseph’s
University and a B.S. degree from Western Connecticut State University. Mr. Greenleaf’s leadership experience and
extensive commercialization, strategic planning, and drug development experience in the biopharmaceutical industry
are among the characteristics that led our board of directors to determine that he should serve as a director for our
company.

Matthew Pauls. Mr. Pauls joined our board of directors in October 2015. Mr. Pauls currently serves as President and
Chief Executive Officer of Strongbridge Biopharma plc (NASDAQ: SBBP), a biopharmaceutical company focused on
therapies that target rare diseases, a position he has held since August 2014.  He also has served as a member of the
board of directors of Strongbridge since September 2015.  Prior to Strongbridge, from April 2013 to August 2014, Mr.
Pauls was Chief Commercial Officer of Insmed, Inc., a publicly traded global biopharmaceutical company focused on
rare diseases. Prior to Insmed, Mr. Pauls worked at Shire Pharmaceuticals, a global specialty biopharmaceutical
company, from 2007 to April 2013, most recently as Senior Vice President, Head of Global Commercial Operations
from May 2012 to April 2013. Earlier in his career, from 1997 to 2007, Mr. Pauls held senior positions at
Bristol-Myers Squibb in Brand Management and Payor Marketing and at Johnson & Johnson in various U.S. and
global commercial roles. Mr. Pauls holds B.S. and M.B.A. degrees from Central Michigan University and a J.D. from
Michigan State University College of Law.  Mr. Pauls’ leadership experience and extensive commercialization,
strategic planning and operations experience in the biopharmaceutical industry and particularly with therapies for rare
diseases are among the qualifications that led our board of directors to conclude that Mr. Pauls should serve as a
member of our board.

David A. Ramsay.  Mr. Ramsay has served as a director since June 2011. Mr. Ramsay served as Chief Financial
Officer of Halozyme Therapeutics, Inc. (NASDAQ: HALO), a biotechnology company developing and
commercializing novel oncology therapies, from May 2013 until his retirement in July 2015 and from 2003 to May
2009. He also served as Halozyme’s Vice President, Corporate Development from May 2009 to May 2013. From 2000
to 2003, Mr. Ramsay was Vice President, Chief Financial Officer of Lathian Systems, Inc., a provider of
technology-based sales solutions for the life science industry. From 1998 to 2000, he was with Valeant
Pharmaceuticals International, Inc. (formerly ICN Pharmaceuticals, Inc.), a multinational specialty pharmaceutical
company, where he served as Vice President, Treasurer and Director, Corporate Finance. Mr. Ramsay began his
career at Deloitte & Touche, where he obtained his CPA license. Mr. Ramsay holds a B.S. in business administration
from the University of California, Berkeley and a M.B.A. with a dual major in finance and strategic management from
The Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania.  Mr. Ramsay’s significant experience as chief financial officer
of life science companies, particularly his experiences at Halozyme during its successful development and its
commercialization of its first products, and at a large audit and financial advisory firm, are among the qualifications
that led are our board of directors to determine that Mr. Ramsay should serve as a director for our company.

8

Edgar Filing: Mast Therapeutics, Inc. - Form DEF 14A

20



CORPORATE GOVERNANCE

Director Independence

Our board of directors has determined that each of Dr. Dittrich and Messrs. Greenleaf, Pauls and Ramsay, is an
“independent director” as such term is defined in Section 803(A)(2) of the NYSE MKT LLC Company Guide.

Board Committees

Our board of directors currently has a standing audit committee, compensation committee and nominating and
governance committee.

Audit Committee.  The audit committee currently consists of Mr. Ramsay (chair), Mr. Greenleaf and Mr. Pauls. Mr.
Ramsay served on the audit committee throughout 2015.  Mr. Greenleaf was appointed to the audit committee in
December 2015 and Mr. Pauls was appointed to the audit committee in March 2016. Jack Lief and Lewis Shuster
served on the audit committee during 2015 until their resignations from our board of directors in August 2015 and
March 2016, respectively. Our board of directors determined that each director who served on the audit committee
during 2015 and who currently is a member of the audit committee is an independent director under Section 803(A)(2)
of the NYSE MKT LLC Company Guide and meets the applicable additional eligibility standards for audit committee
service under Section 803(B)(2) of the NYSE MKT LLC Company Guide. In addition, our board of directors has
determined that Mr. Ramsay qualifies as an “audit committee financial expert” as defined in Item 407(d)(5) of
Regulation S-K under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”). The primary purpose of
the audit committee is to oversee our accounting and financial reporting processes, including our internal controls
system, and audits of our financial statements. The audit committee’s responsibilities include: appointing and
providing for the compensation of the independent registered public accounting firm to be engaged to prepare and
issue an audit report and perform other audit, review or attest services for our company; approving any other
permissible non-audit services to be provided to us by the independent auditor; overseeing the work and evaluating the
performance of the independent auditor, and, if so determined by the audit committee, terminating and replacing the
independent auditor; reviewing and discussing, including with management and the independent auditor, our annual
and quarterly financial statements; reviewing any proposed significant changes to our accounting principles and
practices; reviewing any material changes to our system of internal control over financial reporting; reviewing
management’s report on effectiveness of our internal control over financial reporting and, if applicable, our
independent auditor’s audit of the effectiveness of our internal control over financial reporting; establishing a
procedure for receipt, retention and treatment of any complaints or concerns received by us about our accounting,
internal accounting controls or auditing matters; reviewing, approving and overseeing any related party transaction
that would require disclosure pursuant to Item 404 of Regulation S-K; overseeing the implementation and
enforcement of our insider trading policy; and reviewing and evaluating any significant financial risk exposures facing
our company and the steps our management has taken to control and monitor such exposures. The audit committee is
governed by a written charter approved by our board of directors.

Compensation Committee.  The compensation committee currently consists of Dr. Dittrich (chair), Mr. Greenleaf and
Mr. Pauls. Dr. Dittrich was appointed to the compensation committee and designated chair of the committee in August
2015. Messrs. Greenleaf and Pauls were appointed to the compensation committee in December 2015. Mr. Lief served
on the compensation committee during 2015 until his resignation from our board. Mr. Shuster served on the
compensation committee until December 2015. Our board of directors determined that each director who served on
the compensation committee during 2015 and who currently is a member of the compensation committee is an
independent director under Sections 803(A)(2) and 805(c)(1)of the NYSE MKT LLC Company Guide. The purpose
of the compensation committee is to assist our board of directors in the discharge of its responsibilities with respect to
the compensation of our officers and non‑employee directors and with the administration of our equity-based
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compensation plans. To that end, the compensation committee reviews and recommends to our board of directors for
its determination and approval the amount, form and terms of compensation of our Chief Executive Officer and other
“officers” (as such term is defined under the listing standards of the national securities exchange on which our common
stock is then principally listed). The compensation committee’s other responsibilities include reviewing and making
recommendations to our board of directors regarding our overall compensation strategy and policies as well as our
equity and/or cash incentive plans and other benefit plans. To the extent as may be permitted or required under such
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plans, the committee has the power and authority to administer the plans, establishes guidelines, interpret plan
documents, select participants, and approve grants and awards thereunder. The committee’s powers and authority
include the power and authority to grant equity awards to non-officer employees and consultants in accordance with
the terms of our equity incentive plan and to establish compensation policies and practices applicable to non-officer
employees. The compensation committee also evaluates the relationship between executive officer compensation
policies and practices and corporate risk management to confirm those policies and practices do not incentivize
excessive risk-taking, and evaluates and makes recommendations to our board of directors regarding the compensation
of our non-employee directors. The compensation committee does not have power or authority to determine or
approve compensation arrangements for our officers or directors. The compensation committee may, in its sole
discretion, select, retain, obtain the advice of, engage, compensate and terminate compensation consultants, legal
counsel and such other advisors as it deems necessary and advisable to assist it in carrying out its responsibilities and
functions. The compensation committee is directly responsible for the appointment, compensation and oversight of the
work of any of its compensation consultants, legal counsel and other advisors. We are required to provide for
appropriate funding, as determined by the compensation committee, for payment of reasonable compensation to any
compensation consultant, legal counsel and other advisor retained by the compensation committee. To the extent
required by the listing standards of the national securities exchange on which our common stock is then principally
listed, before selecting or receiving advice from any compensation consultant, legal counsel or other advisor, the
compensation committee must conduct an independence assessment in accordance with the rules of such national
securities exchange. In addition, with regard to any compensation consultant identified in response to Item
407(e)(3)(iii) of Regulation S-K, the compensation committee must assess whether the work of such compensation
consultant has raised any conflict of interest, taking into consideration all relevant factors, including the factors listed
in Rule 10C-1(b)(4)(i) through (vi) under the Exchange Act. The compensation committee is governed by a written
charter approved by our board of directors.

Nominating and Governance Committee.  The nominating and governance committee currently consists of Dr.
Dittrich (chair), Mr. Pauls and Mr. Ramsay. Dr. Dittrich was appointed to the committee in August 2015 and was
appointed chair of the committee in March 2016.  Mr. Ramsay served on the committee during 2015, but was rotated
off the committee in December 2015.  He was re-appointed to the committee in March 2016.  Mr. Pauls was appointed
to the committee in December 2015. Mr. Lief and Mr. Shuster served on the committee during 2015 until their
respective resignations from our board of directors. Our board of directors determined that each director who served
on the nominating and governance committee during 2015 and who currently is a member of the committee is an
independent director under Section 803(A)(2) of the NYSE MKT LLC Company Guide. The nominating and
governance committee’s responsibilities include identifying, evaluating and recommending to our board of directors
nominees for possible election to our board of directors, evaluating and making recommendations to our board of
directors regarding its size, composition and leadership structure, reviewing and assessing our corporate governance
guidelines and recommending any proposed changes thereto to our board of directors, reviewing and making
recommendations to our board of directors regarding issues of executive officer succession planning and providing
oversight with respect to corporate governance matters. The nominating and governance committee is governed by a
written charter approved by our board of directors.

Charters for the audit committee, the compensation committee and the nominating and governance committee, as well
as our corporate governance guidelines, are posted on our corporate website at: www.masttherapeutics.com.

Meetings of the Board and its Committees

As required under NYSE MKT listing standards and our corporate governance guidelines, our board of directors
meets on a regular basis as often as necessary to fulfill its responsibilities, including at least once each quarter, and our
independent directors meet at least annually in executive session outside the presence of non-independent directors
and management. During 2015, our board of directors met seven times, the audit committee met four times, the
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compensation committee met four times and the nominating and governance committee met six times. Each member
of our board of directors nominated for election at the Annual Meeting who served on our board during all or part of
2015 attended 75% or more of the aggregate of (i) the total number of board meetings held during the period of such
member’s service and (ii) the total number of meetings of committees on which such member served during the period
of such member’s service.
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Procedures for Determining Executive and Director Compensation

In accordance with its charter, our board’s compensation committee assists the board in the discharge of its
responsibilities with respect to compensation of our officers (as such term is defined under the listing standards of the
NYSE MKT LLC) and non-employee directors. Until its charter was amended in June 2015, the compensation
committee had the power and authority to determine the amount, form, and terms of compensation of our Chief
Executive Officer and other officers.  In June 2015, our board of directors amended the committee’s charter such that
the committee’s authority to determine compensation was limited to non-officer employees, unless specifically
permitted or required under the terms of an equity or cash incentive plan or other benefit plan (including stock
purchase plans, pension and profit sharing plans, deferred compensation plans, and similar programs). The terms of
our equity incentive plan do not and the terms of our 2015 performance-based executive incentive plan did not permit
or require the compensation committee to administer, interpret plan documents, approve grants and awards, or
exercise such other power and authority under such plans, except with respect to awards to non-officer employees
under the equity incentive plan. The committee’s specific responsibilities still include reviewing, at least annually, the
performance of our Chief Executive Officer and other officers and making recommendations to our board as to the
amount, form, and terms of their compensation. The compensation committee is also responsible for periodically
reviewing and making recommendations to our board of directors as to the amount, form, and terms of non-employee
director compensation. Our board of directors as a whole, taking the compensation committee’s recommendations into
consideration, sets the amount, form, and terms of compensation of our Chief Executive Officer, our other officers,
and our non-employee directors.   

For 2015, the base salaries and first semi-annual stock option awards for our Chief Executive Officer and other
officers were determined by the compensation committee.  The terms of the 2015 performance-based executive
incentive plan, the performance objectives under that plan, and the actual cash awards paid pursuant to that plan were
determined by our board of directors as a whole after taking into account the compensation committee’s
recommendations.  The second semi-annual stock option awards for our Chief Executive Officer and other officers
(granted in June 2015) were also determined by our board of directors. For details regarding the compensation of our
Chief Executive Officer and other named executive officers, see “Executive Officer Compensation” below.

In recommending the compensation of our officers, the compensation committee takes into consideration our Chief
Executive Officer’s assessment of the performance of our company and of our other officers for the preceding year,
including against pre-established corporate goals, and his recommendations regarding officer compensation packages.
Our Chief Executive Officer also presents proposals regarding the terms of long-term equity incentive plans, in which
all of our employees and directors are eligible to participate, and regarding the goals under our short-term
performance-based executive incentive plans. From time to time, other officers, including our Chief Financial Officer,
are invited to make presentations or provide financial or other information to the compensation committee and/or the
board of directors to assist it in assessing the achievement of corporate goals and reviewing other aspects of executive
compensation. The compensation committee typically meets in executive session following presentations by
management to deliberate regarding executive compensation. When the full board of directors is making executive
compensation decisions, the independent directors meet in executive session to deliberate and make determinations
outside of our Chief Executive Officer’s presence.  Our Chief Executive Officer may not be present during the
deliberation or determination of his compensation, but he may be present during the deliberation and determination of
other officers’ compensation by the compensation committee or the board, as applicable.

In August 2015, the compensation committee engaged Barney & Barney, a Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC
Company, as its compensation consultant. The compensation committee did not engage any other advisor in 2015.
Barney & Barney was engaged to provide information and independent advice regarding the compensation of our
Chief Executive Officer and our other officers.  Specifically, the compensation committee asked Barney & Barney to
assist it in identifying a peer group of companies to be used in the compensation setting process for 2016 and to
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conduct a total direct compensation assessment for our senior management and make recommendations as to the
structure of our executive compensation program. Since its engagement, at the compensation committee’s request, a
Barney & Barney representative has periodically attended compensation committee meetings.

Pursuant to its charter, the compensation committee has the exclusive right to select, retain and terminate Barney &
Barney as well as to approve any fees, terms or other conditions of its compensation advisory services.
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The compensation committee will review Barney & Barney’s performance and its need for a compensation consultant
on at least an annual basis and will determine whether to continue the engagement and the scope of the engagement. 
In connection with engaging Barney & Barney, the compensation committee conducted a conflict of interest
assessment, which included taking into consideration the factors set forth in Rule 10C-1(b)(4) under the Exchange
Act, and assessed Barney & Barney’s independence, which included taking into consideration the following factors
specified in the NYSE MKT Company Guide: (a) the provision of other services by Barney & Barney to us, (b) the
amount of fees received from us by Barney & Barney as a percentage of Barney & Barney’s total revenue, (c) Barney
& Barney’s policies and procedures that are designed to prevent conflicts of interest, (d) any business or personal
relationship of Barney & Barney with a member of the compensation committee, (e) any of our stock owned by
Barney & Barney and (f) any business or personal relationship of Barney & Barney with any of our executive officers.
The compensation committee concluded that Barney & Barney’s work has not raised any conflict of interest and that
Barney & Barney is independent.  

Board Leadership Structure and Role in Risk Oversight

Our leadership is structured such that the chair of our board of directors and chief executive officer positions are
separated and the chair of our board is an independent director. We believe having an independent chair with
extensive executive experience in the life science industry has provided experienced and independent leadership that
enhances the effectiveness of our board of directors as a whole. Mr. Pauls was appointed chair of our board in March
2016. Mr. Lief served as board chair from May 2007 to August 2015 and Mr. Shuster served as board chair from
August 2015 to March 2016. Our corporate governance guidelines do not require our board of directors to choose an
independent chair or to separate the roles of chair and chief executive officer, but our board of directors believes this
leadership structure is the appropriate structure for our company at this time. Pursuant to our corporate governance
guidelines, our board of directors may choose its chair in any manner that it deems to be in the best interests of our
company. If, in the future, the chair of our board of directors is not an independent director, our board of directors may
designate an independent director to serve as a lead independent director, with the responsibilities specified in our
corporate governance guidelines.

Our board of directors is responsible for oversight of risks facing our company, while our management is responsible
for day-to-day management of risk. Our board of directors as a whole directly administers its risk oversight function.
In addition, the risk oversight function is also administered through the standing committees of our board of directors,
which oversee risks inherent in their respective areas of responsibility, reporting to our board of directors regularly
and involving the board as necessary. For example, the audit committee oversees our financial exposure and financial
reporting related risks, and the compensation committee reviews risks related to our compensation programs and
practices and makes recommendations to our board regarding oversight of such risks. Our board of directors as a
whole directly oversees our strategic and business risk, including product development risk, through regular
interactions with our management and, from time-to-time, input from independent advisors. We believe our board’s
leadership structure supports its role in risk oversight, with our executive officers responsible for assessing and
managing risks facing our company on a day-to-day basis and the chair and other members of our board of directors
providing oversight of such risk management.

Director Resignation Policy

Under Delaware law, an incumbent director may remain in office notwithstanding the failure to receive the required
vote for re-election until the director’s successor is duly elected. To address this “holdover rule,” our corporate
governance guidelines include a director resignation policy whereby our board of directors will nominate for
re-election only those directors who tender an irrevocable, contingent resignation in writing to the chair of our board.
The resignation becomes effective only if (a) the director fails to receive a sufficient number of votes for re-election at
a meeting of stockholders at which director elections are held and (b) our board of directors accepts the resignation. If
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a director fails to receive the required vote for re-election, the nominating and governance committee, or such other
committee designated by our board of directors, which we refer to as the “reviewing committee,” will act promptly to
consider the director’s resignation and recommend to the full board of directors whether to accept or reject the
resignation, or whether other action should be taken. Our board of directors expects the director whose resignation is
under consideration to abstain from participating in any decision regarding that resignation. In considering whether to
accept or reject a director’s resignation, each of the reviewing committee and our board of directors may consider any
factors it deems relevant. Within 90 days after the date of the certification
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of the election results for the applicable stockholders’ meeting, our board of directors will act on the resignation, taking
into account the reviewing committee’s recommendation, and publicly disclose its decision.

Prohibition on Hedging and Speculative Transactions Involving our Securities

As part of our insider trading policy, our directors and employees (including our executive officers) and designated
consultants, advisors and contractors to our company are prohibited from engaging in speculative transactions
involving our securities, including short sales, “sales against the box” or any equivalent transaction involving our
securities (or the securities of any of our customers, vendors, suppliers or other business partners). In addition, as part
of our insider trading policy, our directors, officers and other specified employees of and consultants, advisors and
contractors to our company are prohibited from engaging in hedging or derivative transactions involving our
securities, such as “cashless” collars, forward sales, equity swaps and other similar or related transactions, and all other
employees and persons subject to the policy are discouraged from engaging in such transactions and required to
pre-clear any such proposed transaction with the compliance officer for our insider trading policy. Further, our insider
trading policy states that we recommend that our directors and employees (including our executive officers) and other
persons subject to the policy not hypothecate or pledge our securities to secure a loan and that they not purchase our
securities “on margin” (that is, borrow funds to purchase securities, including in connection with exercising any stock
options), and requires that our directors, officers and other specified employees of and consultants, advisors and
contractors to our company pre-clear any proposed margin transaction involving our securities with the compliance
officer for our insider trading policy.

DIRECTOR NOMINATIONS

Criteria for Board Membership

In recommending candidates for appointment or election to our board of directors, the nominating and governance
committee considers the appropriate balance of experience, skills and characteristics required of our board of
directors, and seeks to insure that at least a majority of the directors are independent under NYSE MKT listing
standards and that its standing committees, including its audit and compensation committees, will be comprised of
directors who meet applicable NYSE MKT listing standards and SEC rules regarding qualification to serve on such
committees. Nominees for director are selected on the basis of their depth and breadth of experience, wisdom,
integrity, ability to make independent analytical inquiries, understanding of our business environment, willingness to
devote adequate time to board duties, the interplay of the nominee’s experience and skills with those of other directors
and the extent to which the nominee would be a desirable addition to our board of directors and any of its committees.
Directors generally will not be nominated for re-election at any annual or special meeting held after their 75th
birthday. In addition, our corporate governance guidelines require that our directors limit their service on boards of
directors of public companies to a total of four (including service on our board of directors). Other than the foregoing,
there are no stated minimum criteria for director nominees, although the nominating and governance committee may
also consider such other factors as it may deem are in the best interests of our company and our stockholders. The
nominating and governance committee does not have a policy regarding board diversity, but it takes diversity of
professional experience and perspective within the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries into account in
identifying and selecting director nominees.

Stockholder Recommendations

The nominating and governance committee will consider qualified candidates for director suggested by stockholders
by applying the criteria for board membership described above. Stockholders wishing to suggest a qualified director
candidate for review and consideration by the nominating and governance committee must provide a written statement
to our corporate secretary that includes the following information: a statement that the proposing stockholder is
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recommending a candidate for consideration by the nominating and governance committee; the name, age, business
address and residence address of the proposed nominee; a statement of the proposed nominee’s business experience
and educational background; the proposed nominee’s principal occupation or employment; the class and number of
shares of our capital stock beneficially owned by the proposed nominee; a detailed description of all relationships,
arrangements or understandings between the proposing stockholder and the proposed nominee and any other person or
persons (naming such person or persons) pursuant to which such proposed nomination is being made by the
stockholder; a detailed description of all relationships, arrangements or
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understandings between the proposed nominee and any service-provider or supplier to, or competitor of, our company;
information regarding each of the criteria for board membership described above in sufficient detail to allow the
nominating and governance committee to evaluate the proposed nominee; and a statement from the proposed nominee
that he or she is willing to be considered and willing to serve as a director if nominated and elected. The proposing
stockholder must also include the following information with respect to such stockholder: documentation supporting
that the proposing stockholder is a stockholder of our company; the proposing stockholder’s name and address, as they
appear on our books; and the class and number of shares of our capital stock beneficially owned by the proposing
stockholder. If a stockholder submits a director recommendation in compliance with the procedure described above,
the nominating and governance committee will conduct an initial evaluation of the proposed nominee and, if it
determines the proposed nominee may be a qualified candidate, the nominating and governance committee and one or
more members of our management team will interview the proposed nominee to determine whether he or she might be
suitable to be a director. If the nominating and governance committee determines the proposed nominee would be a
valuable addition to our board of directors, based on the criteria for board membership described above and our board
of directors’ specific needs at the time, it will recommend to our board of directors such person’s nomination. In
connection with its evaluation, the nominating and governance committee may request additional information from
the proposed nominee and/or the proposing stockholder.

Separately, our bylaws contain provisions that address the process by which a stockholder may nominate an individual
to stand for election to our board of directors at our annual meeting of stockholders. Such nominations may be made
only if the stockholder has given timely written notice to our corporate secretary containing the information required
by our bylaws. To be timely, such notice must be received at our principal executive offices not earlier than the 120th
day, nor later than the close of business on the 90th day, prior to the first anniversary of the date of the preceding year’s
annual meeting as first specified in our notice of meeting (without regard to any postponements or adjournments of
such meeting after such notice was first sent), except that if no annual meeting was held in the previous year or the
date of the annual meeting is more than 30 days earlier or later than such anniversary date, such notice must be
received not earlier than the 120th day prior to the date of such annual meeting and not later than the close of business
on the later of the 90th day prior to the date of such annual meeting or the 10th day following the date on which we
first publicly announce the date of such meeting.

Process for Identifying and Evaluating Nominees

Each year before recommending to our board of directors a slate of nominees for director, the nominating and
governance committee considers each incumbent director’s performance on our board of directors and whether the
incumbent director’s nomination would be consistent with the criteria for board membership described above and other
guidelines included in our corporate governance guidelines, including ensuring that the composition of our board of
directors is such that it maintains an openness to new ideas and a willingness to critically re-examine the status quo. In
the ordinary course, absent special circumstances or a material change in the criteria for board membership, the
nominating and governance committee will recommend for nomination incumbent directors with skills and experience
that are relevant to our business and who are willing to continue in service. If an incumbent director is not willing to
stand for re-election, or if a vacancy on our board of directors occurs between annual stockholder meetings and our
board of directors determines to fill such vacancy, the nominating and governance committee will identify the desired
skills and experience of a new nominee based on the criteria for board membership described above and any specific
needs of our board of directors at the time. The nominating and governance committee will seek suggestions from
other members of our board of directors and our management team as to individuals meeting such criteria. Potential
nominees will be selected based on input from our directors, our management team and, if the nominating and
governance committee deems appropriate, a third-party search firm. The nominating and governance committee will
evaluate each potential nominee’s qualifications and check relevant references. In addition, such individuals will be
interviewed by at least one member of the nominating and governance committee. Following this process, the
nominating and governance committee will determine whether to recommend to our board of directors that a potential
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nominee be presented as a nominee for election by the stockholders or appointed to fill a vacancy on our board of
directors, as the case may be. Historically, our board of directors nominates for election at our annual stockholder
meetings the individuals recommended by the nominating and governance committee.
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COMMUNICATIONS WITH DIRECTORS

Stockholders who wish to communicate with our board of directors or an individual director may do so by sending a
written communication addressed to the board or an individual director to: Mast Therapeutics, Inc., Attn: Investor
Relations, 3611 Valley Centre Drive, Suite 500, San Diego, California 92130. Submitting stockholders should indicate
they are a stockholder of our company. Depending on the subject matter, investor relations will: forward the inquiry to
the chair of our board of directors, who may forward the inquiry to a particular director if the inquiry is addressed to a
particular director; forward the inquiry to the appropriate personnel within our company (for instance, if it is primarily
commercial in nature); attempt to handle the inquiry directly (for instance, if it is a request for information about our
company or a stock-related matter); or not forward the inquiry, if it relates to an improper or inappropriate topic or is
otherwise irrelevant.

Any stockholder who wishes to communicate with our board of directors to report complaints or concerns related to
accounting, internal accounting controls or auditing may submit a report telephonically or through a web-based
system via the toll-free telephone number or the internet address provided in our Code of Business Conduct and
Ethics, which is available on our corporate website at www.masttherapeutics.com.

We encourage all of our directors to attend our annual meetings of stockholders. All of the directors serving on our
board at the time of our 2015 annual meeting of stockholders attended the meeting.

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS AND KEY EMPLOYEES

Our executive officers and key employees, their ages and positions held as of April 19, 2016, are as follows:

Name Age Title
Brian M. Culley 44 Chief Executive Officer and Director
Edwin L. Parsley 55 Chief Medical Officer and Senior Vice President
Brandi L. Roberts 42 Chief Financial Officer and Senior Vice President
R. Martin Emanuele 61 Senior Vice President, Development
Gregory D. Gorgas 53 Senior Vice President, Commercial
Shana Hood 40 General Counsel and Vice President
Mark A. Longer 58 Vice President, Regulatory Affairs and Quality Assurance

Biographical Information

Brian M. Culley, M.A., M.B.A. For biographical information regarding Mr. Culley, see “Nominees for Election to the
Board” above.

Edwin L. Parsley, D.O.  Dr. Parsley has served as our Chief Medical Officer and Senior Vice President since October
2014. He served as our interim Chief Medical Officer in September 2014 and has served as Chief Medical Officer of
our wholly-owned subsidiary, Aires Pharmaceuticals, Inc., since we acquired Aires in February 2014. Prior to the
acquisition, he had served as Chief Medical Officer of Aires since April 2011. Dr. Parsley joined Aires from Pfizer
where he oversaw clinical trials for Revatio® (sildenafil) and consulted across molecules in Pfizer’s pulmonary
vascular disease portfolio on clinical trial design, conduct and data interpretation from January 2010 to April 2011.
Prior to Pfizer, from January 2009 to September 2009, Dr. Parsley worked at CSL Biotherapies as its pulmonary
hypertension medical science specialist and, from 2006 to December 2008, at Encysive Pharmaceuticals, Inc. where
he most recently served as its Executive Director for Global Medical Affairs and Drug Safety, developing endothelin
receptor antagonists for pulmonary hypertension, heart failure, renal failure and resistant hypertension. Dr. Parsley is a
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practicing physician and certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine in internal medicine, pulmonary
disease, critical care medicine and sleep medicine. He earned his D.O. from Oklahoma State University College of
Osteopathic Medicine and a B.S. Pharmacy from Southwestern Oklahoma State University. Prior to joining industry,
Dr. Parsley was an Assistant Professor of Medicine at the University of Texas Medical School at Houston and a
Medical Director of Medical Intensive Care and Respiratory Therapy Services at Memorial Hermann Hospital in
Houston, where he had an active inpatient care and office practice with focus on pulmonary hypertension and fibrosis
research. He also worked in the emergency department at Lyndon B. Johnson Hospital, a Harris County
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Hospital District facility in Houston. In the course of his practice, Dr. Parsley treated patients with a range of acute
care needs, including patients with sickle cell disease, heart failure and stroke.

Brandi L. Roberts, C.P.A., M.B.A.  Ms. Roberts joined our company in March 2011 and currently serves as our Chief
Financial Officer and Senior Vice President. She previously served as our Vice President, Finance from March 2011
to January 2013 and from June 2008 to January 2009. From January 2009 to March 2011, Ms. Roberts served as Vice
President, Accounting and Corporate Controller of Alphatec Spine, Inc., the wholly-owned operating subsidiary of
Alphatec Holdings, Inc., a medical technology company listed on the NASDAQ Global Select Market where she was
responsible for managing all accounting activities, including SEC reporting and compliance with Sarbanes-Oxley Act
requirements. From June 2007 to June 2008, Ms. Roberts served as Executive Director, Corporate Controller of Artes
Medical, Inc., a publicly traded medical technology company, and from September 2005 to June 2007, she served as
Director, Finance of Stratagene Corporation, a publicly traded life science company acquired by Agilent
Technologies, Inc. in June 2007. Ms. Roberts’ experience also includes seven years at Pfizer’s laboratories in La Jolla,
California (formerly Agouron), most recently as Director, Finance, and three years with the public accounting firm of
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP. She is a certified public accountant with the State of California. Ms. Roberts received a
B.S. in Business Administration from the University of Arizona and an M.B.A. from the University of San Diego.

R. Martin Emanuele, Ph.D., M.B.A.  Dr. Emanuele has served as our Senior Vice President, Development since he
joined our company in April 2011 following our acquisition of SynthRx, Inc., which he co-founded. Previously, from
April 2010 to April 2011, Dr. Emanuele was Vice President, Pharmaceutical Strategy at DaVita, Inc., a FORTUNE
500® company and leading provider of kidney care in the United States. Dr. Emanuele’s responsibilities while at
DaVita focused on evaluating business opportunities related to emerging renal therapeutics, biomarkers and
diagnostics. Prior to DaVita, from June 2008 to April 2010, Dr. Emanuele provided consulting services to a range of
life science companies regarding corporate partnering and business development. From November 2006 to May 2008,
Dr. Emanuele was Senior Vice President, Business Development at Kemia, Inc., a venture-backed privately-held
company focused on discovering and developing small molecule therapeutics. From 2002 to 2006, Dr. Emanuele held
various senior-level positions with Avanir Pharmaceuticals, Inc., most recently as Vice President, Business
Development and Portfolio Management, and from 1988 to 2002, Dr. Emanuele held positions of increasing
responsibility at CytRx Corporation, most recently as Vice President, Research and Business Development. He earned
a Ph.D. in pharmacology and experimental therapeutics from Loyola University of Chicago, Stritch School of
Medicine and a B.S. in biology from Colorado State University. He also holds an M.B.A. with an emphasis in
healthcare and pharmaceutical management from the University of Colorado.

Gregory D. Gorgas, M.B.A.  Mr. Gorgas joined our company in July 2011 as our Senior Vice President, Commercial.
He has more than 29 years of commercial experience in the life science industry, including more than 10 years at
IDEC Pharmaceuticals and its successor, Biogen Idec, Inc. Prior to joining our company, from November 2009 to July
2011, Mr. Gorgas was Managing Director at Theragence, Inc., a privately-held company he co-founded, that applies
proprietary computational intelligence to analyze clinical data. From November 2008 to July 2011, Mr. Gorgas also
served as an independent consultant, providing commercial and business development consulting services to
pharmaceutical, biotechnology and medical device companies. From 1997 to October 2008, Mr. Gorgas held positions
of increasing responsibility with Biogen Idec Inc., a publicly held biotechnology company that develops therapies for
the treatment of neurodegenerative diseases, hemophilia and autoimmune disorders. Most recently, from March 2006
to October 2008, Mr. Gorgas served as Senior Director, Global and U.S. Marketing at Biogen Idec, where he was
responsible for the strategic vision and operational commercialization of the company’s worldwide cancer business,
and, prior to such time, he had responsibilities in sales, commercial operations and project team and alliance
management. Prior to Biogen Idec, he held sales and manager positions with Chiron Corporation, Cetus Corporation
and The Upjohn Company. Mr. Gorgas holds an M.B.A. from the University of Phoenix and a B.A. in economics
from California State University, Northridge.
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Shana Hood, J.D.  Ms. Hood has served as our General Counsel and Vice President since January 2016 and as our
Secretary since June 2015.  Ms. Hood joined our company as Associate General Counsel in February 2010 and was
promoted to Vice President, Legal in March 2015 and to her current position in January 2016.  Before joining our
company, Ms. Hood was associated with the law firms of DLA Piper LLP (US) from May 2008 to February 2010,
Heller Ehrman LLP from February 2003 to April 2008, and Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison LLP, from October 2002 to
February 2003, where she specialized in public and private financing transactions, mergers and acquisitions,
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SEC reporting, and general corporate governance and compliance matters.  Ms. Hood is a member of the State Bar of
California. She holds a B.S. in commerce from Santa Clara University and a J.D. from the University of San Diego
School of Law.

Mark A. Longer, Ph.D.  Dr. Longer has served as our Vice President, Regulatory Affairs and Quality Assurance since
he joined our company in March 2015.  Previously, from February 2013 to February 2015, Dr. Longer was Executive
Director, Regulatory Affairs at Ardea Biosciences, a member of the AstraZeneca Group.  Dr. Longer’s responsibilities
at Ardea were focused on regulatory strategy for development of ZURAMPIC® (lesinurad), which was approved for
use in combination with a xanthine oxidase inhibitor for treatment of gout.  Prior to Ardea, from September 2007 to
January 2013, Dr. Longer was Senior Director, Regulatory Affairs at Amylin Pharmaceuticals, Inc. until its
acquisition by Bristol-Myers Squibb.  While at Amylin, Dr. Longer was involved in regulatory activities leading to
commercialization of a number of metabolism and endocrinology products, including BYETTA® (exenatide),
SYMLIN® (pramlintide), BYDUREON® and BYDUREON Pen (exenatide once-weekly), and MYALEPT®
(metreleptin).  From October 2006 to August 2007, Dr. Longer served as Vice President, Program Planning and
Management at Napo Pharmaceuticals, Inc. where he supported development of FULYZAQ® (crofelemer) for the
treatment of diarrhea in HIV/AIDS patients.  Dr. Longer’s experience also includes twelve years at Pfizer’s laboratories
in La Jolla, California (formerly Agouron) in regulatory and pharmaceutical development where he supported
development and commercialization of products in oncology SUTENT® (sunitinib), ophthalmology MACUGEN®
(pegaptanib), and virology VIRACEPT® (nelfinavir).  He earned a Ph.D. in pharmaceutics from the University of
Wisconsin and a B.A. in chemistry from The College of Wooster.  Prior to joining industry, Dr. Longer was a
post-doctoral research fellow in the Department of Biological Sciences at the University of Keele (England) and an
assistant professor at the University of Florida College of Pharmacy.
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SECURITY OWNERSHIP OF CERTAIN BENEFICIAL OWNERS AND MANAGEMENT

The following table sets forth information regarding beneficial ownership of our common stock as of April 19, 2016
(the “Evaluation Date”), or an earlier date for information based on filings with the SEC, by (a) each person known to us
to beneficially own more than 5% of the outstanding shares of our common stock, (b) each director and nominee for
director, (c) each of the named executive officers listed in the compensation tables included in this proxy statement,
and (d) all of our current directors and executive officers as a group. The information in this table is based solely on
statements in filings with the SEC or other reliable information. Percent of beneficial ownership is based on
192,836,367 shares of our common stock outstanding as of the Evaluation Date.

Name and Address of Beneficial Owner (1)

Shares

Beneficially

Owned

Percent of

Outstanding
Principal Stockholders:
Sabby Management, LLC (3) 19,251,250 9.98 %
10 Mountainview Road, Suite 205

Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458
Directors and Named Executive Officers:
Brian M. Culley (4) 3,756,286 1.91 %
Howard C. Dittrich (5) 159,349 *
Peter Greenleaf (6) 50,392 *
Matthew Pauls (7) 50,392 *
David A. Ramsay (8) 340,293 *
Edwin L. Parsley (9) 717,947 *
Brandi L. Roberts (10) 1,196,537 *
Patrick L. Keran (11) 2,985,879 1.52 %
All directors and executive officers as a group

   (10 persons) (12) 8,551,431 4.26 %

*Less than 1%
(1)Unless otherwise indicated, the address of each of the listed persons is c/o Mast Therapeutics, Inc., 3611 Valley

Centre Drive, Suite 500, San Diego, California 92130.
(2)Beneficial ownership of shares is determined in accordance with SEC rules and generally includes any shares over

which a person exercises sole or shared voting or investment power, or of which a person has the right to acquire
ownership within 60 days of the Evaluation Date. Except as otherwise noted, (a) each person or entity has sole
voting and investment power with respect to the shares shown and (b) none of the shares shown as beneficially
owned on this table are subject to pledge. In calculating the percentage ownership of each person identified in the
table, shares underlying options, warrants or other rights to acquire shares of our common stock held by that person
that are either currently exercisable or exercisable within 60 days of the Evaluation Date are deemed outstanding.
These shares, however, are not deemed outstanding for the purposes of computing the percentage ownership of any
other individual or entity. Percentage ownership for each person is based on the number of shares of our common
stock outstanding as of the Evaluation Date, together with the applicable number of shares of common stock
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subject to options, warrants or other rights to acquire shares of our common stock currently exercisable or
exercisable within 60 days of the Evaluation Date for that person or group of persons. The information in this table
reflects the proportionate adjustments made to stock options exercisable for our common stock that we issued prior
to the 1-for-25 reverse split of our common stock effected on April 23, 2010.

(3)The number of shares listed for Sabby Management, LLC (“Sabby Management”) and the following information in
this footnote was obtained from a Schedule 13G jointly filed with the SEC on February 12, 2016 by Sabby
Management, Sabby Healthcare Master Fund, Ltd., Sabby Volatility Warrant Master Fund, Ltd, and Hal Mintz.
Sabby Management and Mr. Mintz do not directly own any shares, but each has shared power to vote or to direct
the vote and shared power to dispose or to direct the disposition of 19,251,250 shares of our common stock, 6.69%
of which is owned by Sabby Healthcare Master Fund, Ltd. and 3.30% is
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owned by Sabby Volatility Warrant Master Fund, Ltd. Sabby Management is the investment manager of Sabby
Healthcare Master Fund, Ltd. and Sabby Volatility Warrant Master Fund, Ltd. and Mr. Mintz is manager of Sabby
Management. The address of Sabby Healthcare Master Fund, Ltd. and Sabby Volatility Warrant Master Fund, Ltd. is
c/o Ogier Fiduciary Services (Cayman) Limited, 89 Nexus Way, Camana Bay, Grand Cayman KY1-9007, Cayman
Islands. 
(4)Consists of (a) 3,721,786 shares of common stock subject to options currently exercisable or exercisable within 60

days of the Evaluation Date and (b) 34,500 shares of common stock held directly by Mr. Culley.
(5)Consists of 159,349 shares of common stock subject to options currently exercisable or exercisable within 60 days

of the Evaluation Date.
(6)Consists of 50,392 shares of common stock subject to options currently exercisable or exercisable within 60 days

of the Evaluation Date.
(7) Consists of 50,392 shares of common stock subject to options currently exercisable or exercisable within 60 days

of the Evaluation Date.
(8) Consists of (a) 240,293 shares of common stock subject to options currently exercisable or exercisable within 60

days of the Evaluation Date and (b) 100,000 shares of common stock held directly by Mr. Ramsay.
(9)Consists of 717,947 shares of common stock subject to options currently exercisable or exercisable within 60 days

of the Evaluation Date.
(10)Consists of (a) 1,158,537 shares of common stock subject to options currently exercisable or exercisable within

60 days of the Evaluation Date and (b) 38,000 shares of common stock held directly by Ms. Roberts.
(11) Consists of 2,985,879 shares of common stock subject to options currently

exercisable.
(12)Consists of (a) 8,084,333 shares of common stock subject to options currently exercisable or exercisable within

60 days of the Evaluation Date and (b) 467,098 shares of common stock.  Of the 467,098 shares of common
stock, 294,598 shares are owned by Dr. Emanuele and were issued to him in his capacity as a former stockholder
of SynthRx, Inc. pursuant to our merger agreement with SynthRx, Inc., which we acquired in April 2011.  These
shares are subject to the SynthRx Voting Agreement and will be voted consistent with the recommendation of our
board of directors with respect to each proposal described in this proxy statement. See “General Information About
the Meeting – Voting Agreements” above.
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CERTAIN RELATIONSHIPS AND RELATED TRANSACTIONS

Our audit committee’s charter requires that it reviews and approves any proposed related-party transaction that would
require disclosure pursuant to Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K.  If the audit committee approves a related-party
transaction, it will regularly review the status of the transaction and any proposed material change to the previously
approved terms or conditions.  

Other than the following transactions and the transactions described under “Executive Officer Compensation” and
“Director Compensation” below, since January 1, 2014, there has not been, nor currently are there proposed, any
transactions or series of similar transactions in which we were or are to be a participant and the amount involved
exceeds or will exceed the lesser of $120,000 or 1% of the average of our total assets as of December 31, 2014 and
2015, which is approximately $623,585, and in which any of our directors, executive officers, holders of more than
5% of our common stock or any member of the immediate family of any of the foregoing persons, had or will have a
direct or indirect material interest.

Consulting and Employment Arrangements between Aires Pharmaceuticals and Edwin Parsley

Immediately prior to completion of our acquisition of Aires Pharmaceuticals, Inc. in February 2014, Dr. Parsley’s
employment with Aires was terminated.  After completion of the acquisition, Aires, then our wholly-owned
subsidiary, entered into a consulting agreement with Dr. Parsley whereby he agreed to provide certain services to
Aires, including serving as its Chief Medical Officer, through June 2014.  Subsequently, on July 1, 2014, Dr. Parsley
became a temporary employee of Aires, serving as its Chief Medical Officer.  In September 2014, Dr. Parsley was
appointed by our board of directors as Mast’s interim Chief Medical Officer and, as of October 1, 2014, pursuant to
terms approved by our board of directors, Dr. Parsley commenced full-time employment with Mast as our Chief
Medical Officer and Senior Vice President.  

Pursuant to Aires’ post-acquisition consulting agreement with Dr. Parsley, for services rendered from February through
June 2014, Dr. Parsley earned an aggregate of $108,290 in consulting fees and reimbursement for travel and
lodging-related expenses.  Pursuant to the terms of his temporary employment with Aires, Dr. Parsley earned an
aggregate of $30,058 from July through September 2014, consisting of his salary and reimbursement for certain travel
and lodging-related costs incurred in commuting between his home in Houston, Texas and our offices in San Diego,
California.  In addition, pursuant to his pre-acquisition employment agreement with Aires, from February through
September 2014, Dr. Parsley received an aggregate of $5,456 in reimbursement of costs from Aires to continue his
healthcare insurance coverage pursuant to the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985, as amended
(COBRA).

SynthRx Acquisition — Issuance of Milestone Shares to an Officer

We acquired SynthRx, Inc. in April 2011. The merger agreement pursuant to which we acquired SynthRx provided
that the former stockholders of SynthRx would receive, for no additional consideration, additional shares of our
common stock upon achievement of specified development and regulatory milestones related to SynthRx’s lead
product candidate, which is vepoloxamer (also known as MST-188). The first of the three milestones in the merger
agreement was achieved in May 2013 and, as a result, we issued an aggregate of 250,000 shares of our common stock
to the former stockholders of SynthRx. Dr. Emanuele, our Senior Vice President, Development, is a former
stockholder of SynthRx and we issued 52,543 of such shares to him. We could issue up to an aggregate of 12,478,050
additional shares of our common stock to the former SynthRx stockholders if and when the development of
vepoloxamer achieves certain milestones, with 3,839,400 shares issuable upon the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration’s acceptance for review of a new drug application covering the use of vepoloxamer for the treatment of
sickle cell crisis in children, which we refer to as the Second Milestone, and 8,638,650 shares issuable upon approval

Edgar Filing: Mast Therapeutics, Inc. - Form DEF 14A

41



of such new drug application by the FDA, which we refer to as the Third Milestone. Dr. Emanuele would receive
approximately 21% of the shares issuable in connection with achievement of the Second Milestone and the Third
Milestone.
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Indemnification of Officers and Directors

Our certificate of incorporation and our bylaws, each as amended, provide that we will indemnify each of our directors
and officers to the fullest extent permitted by the Delaware General Corporation Law. Further, we have entered into
indemnification agreements with each of our directors and officers, and we have purchased directors’ and officers’
liability insurance that insures our directors and officers against the cost of defense, settlement or payment of a
judgment under certain circumstances.

SECTION 16(a) BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP REPORTING COMPLIANCE

Section 16(a) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, requires our officers and directors, and persons
who own more than 10% of our common stock, to file reports of securities ownership and changes in such ownership
with the SEC. Our officers and directors and persons who own more than 10% of our common stock also are required
by rules promulgated by the SEC to furnish us with copies of all Section 16(a) reports they file. Based solely upon a
review of the copies of such reports furnished to us and written representations from our directors and executive
officers, we believe that all Section 16(a) filing requirements were timely met during the fiscal year ended December
31, 2015.
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EQUITY COMPENSATION PLAN INFORMATION

The following table provides information as of December 31, 2015 regarding equity compensation plans previously
approved by our stockholders. We do not have any equity compensation plans that have not been approved by our
stockholders. All share and per share information included in this table reflects retrospective application of the
1-for-25 reverse split of our outstanding common stock effected on April 23, 2010.

Plan Category

Number of

Securities to
be

Issued
Upon

Exercise of

Outstanding

Options,

Warrants
and

Rights

Weighted-

Average

Exercise
Price

of
Outstanding

Options,

Warrants
and

Rights

Number of

Securities

Remaining
Available

for Future
Issuance

Under Equity

Compensation
Plans

(excluding

securities

reflected in

column (a))
(a) (b) (c)

Equity Compensation Plans Approved by Security Holders: (1)
2015 Omnibus Incentive Plan 4,405,772 $ 0.49 21,583,541
2014 Omnibus Incentive Plan 10,929,956 $ 0.60 —
2013 Omnibus Incentive Plan 4,374,021 $ 0.49 —
Amended and Restated 2008 Omnibus Incentive Plan 2,640,865 $ 1.34 —
2008 Omnibus Incentive Plan 516,315 $ 4.15 —
2005 Equity Incentive Plan 29,799 $ 44.34 —
Equity Compensation Plans Not Approved by Security Holders: — — —
Total 22,896,728 $ 0.78 21,583,541

(1)On June 11, 2015, the 2015 Omnibus Incentive Plan (the “2015 Plan”) was approved by our stockholders and became
effective. Upon effectiveness, the 2015 Plan amended, renamed and restated in its entirety the 2014 Omnibus
Incentive Plan (the “2014 Plan”), and no awards have been or will be granted under the 2014 Plan after the 2015 Plan
became effective. Similarly, when each of the 2014 Plan, the 2013 Omnibus Incentive Plan, the Amended and
Restated 2008 Omnibus Incentive Plan and the 2008 Omnibus Incentive Plan was approved by our stockholders
and became effective, upon effectiveness, such plan amended, renamed and restated in its entirety the plan that was
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then in effect, and no awards have since been or will be granted under any plan that was so amended, renamed and
restated. In addition, when our stockholders approved the 2008 Omnibus Incentive Plan, the 2005 Equity Incentive
Plan was terminated and no awards have since been or will be granted under that plan.  Collectively, these prior
stockholder-approved plans are referred to as the “Prior Plans.”  If any awards granted under the 2015 Plan or under
any of the Prior Plans are forfeited, expire or are settled for cash pursuant to the terms of an award, we may use the
shares that were subject to the award for new awards under the 2015 Plan to the extent of the forfeiture, expiration
or settlement, other than under specified circumstances. The shares will be added to the 2015 Plan as one share for
every share of common stock if the shares were subject to a stock option or stock appreciation right, and as 1.34
shares for every share of common stock if the shares were subject to an award other than a stock option or stock
appreciation right.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER COMPENSATION

We were a “smaller reporting company” during the year ended December 31, 2015 and have elected to comply with the
scaled disclosure requirements available to smaller reporting companies under U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission rules.  Accordingly, the information provided in this section does not include all of the information
required of larger companies. For example, the overview below of our executive compensation program is not
intended to meet the compensation discussion and analysis requirements applicable to non-smaller reporting
companies.

Overview

Our executive compensation program is intended to enable us to attract and retain qualified executive officers and to
align the interests of our executive officers with those of our stockholders by incentivizing and rewarding achievement
of business objectives that we believe will enhance the value of our company and by promoting commitment to
long-term success. We do not have employment agreements with our executive officers.  Their compensation is
reviewed at least annually and recommended to our board of directors for determination by our board’s compensation
committee, which consists entirely of independent directors. The primary components of our executive compensation
program are base salary, annual performance-based cash incentives, and stock option awards.

As a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company, we are focused on advancing our product candidates through clinical
studies and other development activities and on seeking approval from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and
other regulatory authorities to commercialize our product candidates, and we expect to continue to incur substantial
operating losses for the next several years. As such, the compensation committee and board of directors evaluate
corporate performance primarily based on progress with product development and not on financial metrics. In 2015,
our primary focus was advancing our vepoloxamer (also known as MST-188) clinical programs; in particular,
vepoloxamer for the treatment for sickle cell crisis.  Accordingly, the performance objectives under our annual
executive incentive plan were predominantly related to development of vepoloxamer. However, performance
objectives also included those related to advancing Phase 2 clinical development of AIR001 in heart failure with
preserved ejection fraction (HFpEF).  

In setting or recommending to our board of directors the compensation of our executive officers, the compensation
committee evaluates whether the compensation program encourages excessive risk-taking and the attributes of our
executive compensation policies and practices that mitigate excessive risk-taking. We believe our compensation
program is designed with features that mitigate risk without diminishing the incentive nature of the compensation. Our
executive officer compensation includes a mix of different types of compensation (base salary, annual
performance-based cash incentive awards, and stock option awards), which provides balance between fixed and
performance-based compensation and as to the timing of pay realization. We also believe that our compensation
program encourages and rewards prudent business judgment and incentivizes executive officers to act consistently
with both near- and long-term value creation. We do not believe that our compensation program creates risks that are
reasonably likely to have a material adverse impact on our company.

Below we provide compensation information for our “named executive officers,” or NEOs, for the year ended
December 31, 2015, consisting of the following persons:

·Brian Culley, our Chief Executive Officer;
·Edwin Parsley, our Chief Medical Officer and Senior Vice President;
·Brandi Roberts, our Chief Financial Officer and Senior Vice President; and
·Patrick Keran, our former President and Chief Operating Officer, whose employment with us ended in February
2015.  
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Summary Compensation Table

The following table sets forth compensation information for our NEOs for the years ended December 31, 2015 and
December 31, 2014:

Summary Compensation Table

Name and Principal Position YearSalary Bonus

Stock

Awards

Option

Awards

(1)

Non-Equity

Incentive
Plan

Compensation

(2)

All Other

Compensation

(3) Total
Brian M. Culley (4) 2015$ 419,175 — — $1,286,155 $171,862 $ 17,490 $1,894,682
Chief Executive Officer 2014$ 405,000 — — $863,039 $189,591 $ 16,440 $1,474,070
Edwin L. Parsley (5) 2015$ 353,100 — — $637,327 $101,340 $ 65,916 (6)$1,157,683
Chief Medical Officer & Senior
Vice President
Brandi L. Roberts (7) 2015$ 300,000 — — $494,418 $73,800 $ 17,310 $885,528
Chief Financial Officer & Senior
Vice President
Patrick L. Keran (8) 2015$ 66,795 — — $1,039,834 (9)$— $ 547,313 (10)$1,653,942
Former President & Chief
Operating Officer 2014$ 399,500 — — $863,039 $189,591 $ 16,440 $1,468,570

(1)
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