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One First Avenue, Parris Building 34, Navy Yard Plaza, Third Floor
Boston, Massachusetts 02129
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
To be Held on June 15, 2016
To the stockholders of ZIOPHARM Oncology, Inc.:

Please take notice that the annual meeting of stockholders of ZIOPHARM Oncology, Inc. will be held, pursuant to due call by the board of
directors, at our principal executive offices at One First Avenue, Parris Building 34, Navy Yard Plaza, Third Floor, Boston, Massachusetts
02129, on Wednesday, June 15, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. Eastern time, or at any adjournment or adjournments thereof, for the purpose of considering
and taking appropriate action with respect to the following:

1.  To elect six directors;

2. To ratify the appointment of RSM US LLP (formerly McGladrey LLP) as our independent registered public accounting firm for
2016;

3. To approve, on an advisory basis, the compensation of our named executive officers as identified in the proxy statement for the
annual meeting; and

4.  To transact any other business as may properly come before the meeting or any adjournments thereof.
Pursuant to action of the board of directors, stockholders of record on April 19, 2016 will be entitled to vote at the annual meeting or any
adjournments thereof. Your attention is directed to the proxy statement available at http://www.proxyvote.com for a more complete statement of
the matters to be considered at the meeting. A copy of ZIOPHARM Oncology, Inc. s Annual Report for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2015
is also available at the same internet address.

Whether or not you expect to attend the annual meeting, please vote by proxy over the telephone or the internet as instructed in these materials,
as promptly as possible in order to ensure your representation at the meeting. Even if you vote by proxy, you may still vote in person if you
attend the meeting. If your shares are held of record by a broker, bank or other nominee and you wish to vote at the meeting, you must obtain a
proxy issued in your name from the record holder.

By Order of the Board of Directors,

Caesar J. Belbel
Chief Operating Officer, Executive Vice President, Chief Legal Officer and Secretary
Boston, Massachusetts

April 28, 2016
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IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING THE AVAILABILITY OF PROXY MATERIALS FOR QOUR ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS TO BE HELD AT 10:00 A.M.
EASTERN TIME ON JUNE 15, 2016 AT OUR PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES AT ONE FIRsT AVENUE, PARRIS BUILDING 34, NAVY YARD PrLAZA, THIRD FLOOR,
BostoN, MassacHUSETTS (02129:

The proxy statement for the meeting and our 2015 Annual Report are available at
http:// www.proxyvote.com

This Notice is not a form for voting and presents only an overview of the proxy materials, which contain important information and are available
through the internet or by mail. We encourage you to access and review the proxy materials before voting by accessing the internet website
above, or by submitting a written request for printed a copy of the proxy statement and our 2015 Annual Report to ZIOPHARM Oncology, Inc.,
One First Avenue, Parris Building 34, Navy Yard Plaza, Third Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02129, Attention: Secretary, or you may contact
our Secretary at (617) 259-1970 prior to May 30, 2016.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THESE PROXY MATERIALS AND VOTING
Why did I receive a notice regarding the availability of proxy materials through the internet?

Pursuant to rules adopted by the Securities and Exchange Commission (the SEC ), we have elected to provide access to our proxy materials

through the internet. Accordingly, we have sent you a Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materials (the Notice ) because the board of

directors of ZIOPHARM Oncology, Inc. (sometimes referred to as we, us, our orthe Company ) is soliciting your proxy to vote at the 2016
Annual Meeting of Stockholders, or the annual meeting, including at any adjournments or postponements thereof. All stockholders will have the
ability to access the proxy materials through the website referred to in the Notice or to request a printed copy of the proxy materials. Instructions

on how to access the proxy materials through the internet or to request a printed copy may be found in the Notice.

We intend to mail the Notice on or about April 29, 2016 to all shareholders of record entitled to vote at the annual meeting.
How do I attend the annual meeting?

The annual meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 15, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. Eastern time, at our principal executive offices at One First
Avenue, Parris Building 34, Navy Yard Plaza, Third Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02129. Directions to our principal executive offices are
available at our website at http://www.ziopharm.com. Our website and the information contained therein are not incorporated into this proxy
statement. Information on how to vote in person at the annual meeting is discussed below.

Who can vote at the annual meeting?

Only stockholders of record at the close of business on April 19, 2016, which we refer to as the Record Date, will be entitled to vote at the
annual meeting. On the Record Date, there were 131,808,865 shares of common stock outstanding and entitled to vote.

Stockholder of Record ~ Shares Registered in Your Name: If on April 19, 2016 your shares were registered directly in your name with our transfer
agent, American Stock Transfer & Trust Company, LLC, then you are a stockholder of record. As a stockholder of record, you may vote in
person at the annual meeting or vote by proxy. Whether or not you plan to attend the annual meeting, we urge you to vote by proxy over the
telephone, through the internet or using a proxy card that you may request as instructed below, to ensure your vote is counted.

Beneficial Owner  Shares Registered in the Name of a Broker or Bank: If on April 19, 2016 your shares were not registered in your name, but
instead are held in an account at a brokerage firm, bank, dealer or similar organization, then you are the beneficial owner of shares held in street
name and the Notice is being forwarded to you by that organization. The organization holding your account is considered to be the stockholder
of record for purposes of voting at the annual meeting. As a beneficial owner, you have the right to direct your broker or other agent regarding
how to vote the shares in your account. You are also invited to attend the annual meeting. Since you are not the stockholder of record, however,
you may not vote your shares in person at the annual meeting unless you request and obtain a valid proxy from your broker or other agent.

What am I voting on?

There are three matters scheduled for a vote:

1.  Election of six directors;

2. Ratification of the appointment of RSM US LLP (formerly McGladrey LLP) as our independent registered public accounting firm
for 2016; and

3. Approval, on an advisory basis, of the compensation of our named executive officers as identified in this proxy statement.
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What if another matter is properly brought before the annual meeting?

The board of directors knows of no other matters that will be presented for consideration at the annual meeting. If any other matters are properly
brought before the annual meeting, it is the intention of the persons named in the accompanying proxy to vote on those matters in accordance
with their best judgment.

How do I vote?

With respect to Proposal No. 1, you may vote For all the nominees to the board of directors or you may Withhold your vote for any of the
nominees you specify. With respect to Proposal No. 2 and Proposal No. 3, you may vote For or Against, or you may abstain from voting.

We provide internet proxy voting to allow you to vote your shares online, with procedures designed to ensure the authenticity and correctness of
your proxy vote instructions. Please be aware, however, that you must bear any costs associated with your internet access, such as usage charges
from internet access providers and telephone companies.

Stockholder of Record ~ Shares Registered in Your Name: If you are a stockholder of record, you may vote in person at the annual meeting, vote
by proxy over the telephone, vote by proxy through the internet, or vote by proxy using a proxy card that you may request. Whether or not you
plan to attend the meeting, we urge you to vote by proxy to ensure your vote is counted. You may still attend the meeting and vote in person
even if you have already voted by proxy.

To vote in person, come to the annual meeting and we will give you a ballot when you arrive.

To vote using a proxy card, you may request a proxy card by following the instructions in the Notice. Once you receive the proxy
card, simply complete, sign and date the proxy card and return it promptly in the envelope provided. If you return your signed proxy
card to us before the annual meeting, we will vote your shares as you direct.

To vote over the telephone from a location in the United States, dial toll-free 1-800-690-6903, using a touch-tone phone
and follow the recorded instructions. You will be asked to provide the company number and control number from the
Notice. Your vote must be received by 11:59 p.m. Eastern time, on June 14, 2016 to be counted.

To vote through the internet, go to www.proxyvote.com to complete an electronic proxy card. You will be asked to provide the
company number and account number from the Notice. Your vote must be received by 11:59 p.m. Eastern time, on June 14, 2016 to
be counted.
Beneficial Owner  Shares Registered in the Name of a Broker or Bank: If you are a beneficial owner of shares registered in the name of your
broker, bank, or other agent, you should have received a Notice containing voting instructions from that organization rather than from us. Simply
follow the voting instructions in the Notice to ensure that your vote is counted. To vote in person at the annual meeting, you must obtain a valid
proxy from your broker, bank, or other agent. Follow the instructions from your broker or bank included with these proxy materials, or contact
your broker or bank to request a proxy form.

How many votes do I have?
On each matter to be voted upon, you have one vote for each share of common stock you own as of April 19, 2016.
What if I return a proxy card or otherwise vote but do not make specific choices?

If you return a signed and dated proxy card or otherwise vote without marking voting selections, your shares will be voted, as applicable, For the
election of all nominees for director, For ratification of RSM US LLP
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(formerly McGladrey LLP) as our independent registered public accounting firm for 2016 and For the approval, on an advisory basis, of the
compensation of our named executive officers as identified in this proxy statement. If any other matter is properly presented at the annual
meeting, your proxyholder (one of the individuals named on your proxy card) will vote your shares using his best judgment.

Who is paying for this proxy solicitation?

We will pay for the entire cost of soliciting proxies. In addition to these proxy materials, our directors and employees may also solicit proxies in
person, by telephone, or by other means of communication. Directors and employees will not be paid any additional compensation for soliciting
proxies. We may also reimburse brokerage firms, banks and other agents for the cost of forwarding proxy materials to beneficial owners.

What does it mean if I receive more than one Notice?

If you receive more than one Notice, your shares may be registered in more than one name or in different accounts. Please follow the voting
instructions on each Notice to ensure that all of your shares are voted.

Can I change my vote after submitting my proxy?

Yes. You can revoke your proxy at any time before the final vote at the annual meeting. If you are the record holder of your shares, you may
revoke your proxy in any one of the following ways:

You may submit another properly completed proxy card with a later date.

You may grant a subsequent proxy by telephone or through the internet.

You may send a timely written notice that you are revoking your proxy to our Secretary at our principal executive offices at One
First Avenue, Parris Building 34, Navy Yard Plaza, Third Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02129.

You may attend the annual meeting and vote in person. Simply attending the annual meeting will not, by itself, revoke your proxy.
Your most current proxy card or telephone or internet proxy is the one that is counted.
If your shares are held by your broker or bank as a nominee or agent, you should follow the instructions provided by your broker or bank.
How are votes counted?

Votes will be counted by the inspector of election appointed for the annual meeting, who will separately count, for the proposal to elect directors
(Proposal No. 1), votes For, = Withhold and broker non-votes; and, with respect to Proposals Nos. 2 and 3, votes For and Against, abstentions an
if applicable, broker non-votes. Abstentions will be counted towards the vote total for Proposals Nos. 2 and 3 and will have the same effect as

Against votes. Broker non-votes have no effect and will not be counted towards the vote total for any proposal.

What are broker non-votes ?

Broker non-votes occur when a beneficial owner of shares held in street name does not give instructions to the broker or nominee holding the
shares as to how to vote on matters deemed non-routine. Generally, if shares are held in street name, the beneficial owner of the shares is entitled
to give voting instructions to the broker or nominee holding the shares. If the beneficial owner does not provide voting instructions, the broker or
nominee can still vote the shares with respect to matters that are considered to be routine, but not with respect to non-routine matters.
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Which ballot measures are considered routine or non-routine ?

The ratification of the appointment of RSM US LLP (formerly McGladrey LLP) as our independent registered public accounting firm for 2016
(Proposal Two) is a matter considered routine under applicable rules. A broker or other nominee may generally vote on routine matters, and
therefore no broker non-votes are expected to exist in connection with Proposal No. 2.

The election of directors (Proposal No. 1) and the approval, on an advisory basis, of the compensation of our named executive officers (Proposal
No. 3) are matters considered non-routine under applicable rules. A broker or other nominee cannot vote without instructions on non-routine
matters, and therefore there may be broker non-votes on Proposals Nos. 1 and 3.

How many votes are needed to approve each proposal?

For Proposal No. 1, which relates to the election of directors, the six nominees receiving the most For votes (from the holders of
votes of shares present in person or represented by proxy and entitled to vote on the election of directors) will be elected. Only votes
For or Withheld will affect the outcome. Broker non-votes will have no effect.

To be approved, Proposal No. 2, which relates to the ratification of RSM US LLP (formerly McGladrey LLP) as our independent
registered public accounting firm for 2016, must receive For votes from the holders of a majority of shares present in person or
represented by proxy and entitled to vote at the meeting. If you Abstain from voting, it will have the same effect as an Against vote.
Although none are expected to exist in connection with Proposal No. 2, broker non-votes, if any, will have no effect.

To be approved, Proposal No. 3, which relates to the approval, on an advisory basis, of the compensation of our named executive
officers, must receive For votes from the holders of a majority of shares present in person or represented by proxy and entitled to
vote at the annual meeting. If you Abstain from voting, it will have the same effect as an Against vote. Broker non-votes will have no
effect.
What is the quorum requirement?

A quorum of stockholders is necessary to hold a valid meeting. A quorum will be present if stockholders holding at least a majority of the
outstanding shares entitled to vote are present at the annual meeting in person or represented by proxy.

Your shares will be counted towards the quorum only if you submit a valid proxy (or one is submitted on your behalf by your broker, bank or
other nominee) or if you vote in person at the annual meeting. Abstentions and broker non-votes will be counted towards the quorum
requirement. If there is no quorum, the holders of a majority of shares present at the annual meeting in person or represented by proxy may
adjourn the annual meeting to another date.

How can I find out the results of the voting at the annual meeting?

Preliminary voting results will be announced at the annual meeting. Final voting results will be filed on a current report on Form 8-K on or
before June 21, 2016.

A cory oF OUR 2015 ANNUAL REPORT (INCLUDING A COPY OF OUR ANNUAL REPORT ON FOrRM 10-K FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2015, As
FILED WITH THE SEC) 1S BEING FURNISHED CONCURRENTLY HEREWITH. A STOCKHOLDER MAY SUBMIT A WRITTEN REQUEST FOR A COPY OF THE 2015 ANNUAL
ReporT To ZIOPHARM ONcCOLOGY, INC., ONE FirsT AVENUE, BUlLDING 34, NAvY YARD PLAZA, THIRD FLOOR, BOsTON, MAssacHUSETTS 02129,
ATTENTION: SECRETARY OR MAY CONTACT OUR SECRETARY AT (617) 259-1970.
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PROPOSALS
Proposal No. 1. Election of Directors

Our board of directors currently consists of the six directors identified below, plus one vacancy. Each director other than Scott Tarriff was
previously elected by the stockholders. Mr. Tariff was appointed by the board of directors in September 2015 to fill an existing vacancy on the
board of directors. If re-elected, each nominee has consented to serve as one of our directors, to hold office until the next annual meeting of
stockholders, until his or her successor is elected and shall have qualified, or until his or her earlier death, resignation or removal. Proxies cannot
be voted for a greater number of persons than the number of nominees named in the proxy statement. If any director nominee should withdraw
or otherwise become unavailable to serve, the proxies which would have otherwise been voted for that director nominee may be voted for a
substitute director nominee selected by our board. We are not aware of any reason that a nominee will be unable or unwilling to serve as a
director.

Assuming that all nominees are elected at the annual meeting, we will have one vacancy on our board following the annual meeting. Vacancies
on the board may be filled only by persons elected by a majority of the remaining directors or may be elected by a plurality of the stockholder
votes cast. A director elected by the board to fill a vacancy, including vacancies created by an increase in the number of directors, shall serve for
the remainder of the full term or until the director s successor is duly elected and qualified, or until the director s earlier death, resignation or
removal. Our board of directors may appoint a director to fill the vacancy on the board at any time following the annual meeting.

Our nominating and corporate governance committee seeks to assemble a board that, as a whole, possesses the appropriate balance of
professional and industry knowledge, financial expertise and management experience necessary to oversee and direct our business. To that end,
the nominating and corporate governance committee has evaluated the board s current members in the broader context of the board s overall
composition. The nominating and corporate governance committee maintains a goal of recruiting members who complement and strengthen the
skills of other members and who also exhibit integrity, collegiality, sound business judgment and other qualities that the nominating and
corporate governance committee views as critical to effective functioning of the board.

The following table sets forth each nominee to be elected at the annual meeting, the year each nominee was first elected as a director, the
position(s) currently held by each nominee with us and the year each nominee s term will expire, if such nominee is elected at the annual
meeting.

Year First
Position(s) with Became Year Proposed
a Term Will

Nominee s Name the Company Director Expire
Sir Murray Brennan, M.D., GNZM Lead Director 2005 2017
James A. Cannon Director 2005 2017
Senator Wyche Fowler, Jr. Director 2005 2017
Randal J. Kirk Director 2011 2017
Scott Tarriff Director 2015 2017
Michael Weiser, M.D., Ph.D. Director 2005 2017

None of the director nominees is related by blood, marriage or adoption to any of our other director nominees or executive officers.

Mr. Randal J. Kirk, as a designee of Intrexon Corporation, or Intrexon, has been nominated and recommended for re-election at the annual
meeting in accordance with a Stock Purchase Agreement dated January 6, 2011 between us and Intrexon. Pursuant to that agreement, we agreed
that at each stockholders meeting at which directors are to be elected, we will nominate and recommend for election to the board an individual
designated by Intrexon, provided that the board determines that he or she is a suitable candidate. We further agreed that if Intrexon s designee is
not elected to the board by our stockholders, then, at
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Intrexon s election, such designee will be entitled to attend all board and committee meetings as an observer subject to certain conditions and
limitations. Other than Mr. Kirk, no other the director nominee is party to an arrangement or understanding with any person pursuant to which
the nominee is to be selected or nominated for election as a director.

Vote Required

Directors are elected by a plurality of the votes of the holders of shares present in person or represented by proxy and entitled to vote on the

election of directors. The six nominees receiving the highest number of For votes will be elected. Shares represented by executed proxies will be
voted, if authority to do so is not withheld, for the election of the six nominees named above. If you do not vote for a particular nominee, or you
withhold authority for one or all nominees, your vote will not count either for or against the nominee, although it will be counted for purposes of
determining whether there is a quorum.

The board recommends that you vote FOR the election of each named nominee.
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Proposal No. 2. Ratification of Appointment of Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm

The board of directors and management are committed to the quality, integrity and transparency of our financial reports. Independent auditors
play an important part in our system of financial control. In accordance with the duties set forth in its written charter, the audit committee of the
board has appointed RSM US LLP (formerly McGladrey LLP) as our independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal year ending
December 31, 2016. A representative of RSM US LLP is expected to attend the annual meeting. He or she will have an opportunity to make a
statement if he or she so desires and will be available to respond to appropriate questions from stockholders.

We are not required by statute or our by-laws or other governing documents to obtain stockholder ratification of the appointment of RSM US
LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm. The audit committee has submitted the appointment of RSM US LLP to the
stockholders for ratification as a matter of good corporate practice. If the stockholders do not ratify the appointment, the audit committee may
reconsider its selection. Notwithstanding the proposed ratification of the appointment of RSM US LLP by the stockholders, the audit committee,
in its discretion, may direct the appointment of a new independent registered public accounting firm at any time during the year without notice
to, or the consent of, the stockholders, if the audit committee determines that such a change would be in our best interests and the best interests
of our stockholders.

Vote Required

The affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the shares present in person or represented by proxy and entitled to vote at the annual

meeting will be required to ratify the appointment of RSM US LLP (formerly McGladrey LLP). Abstentions will be counted toward the

tabulation of votes cast on proposals presented to the stockholders and will have the same effect as Against votes. Broker non-votes are counted
towards a quorum, but are not counted for any purpose in determining whether this matter has been approved.

The board recommends that you vote FOR the ratification of the appointment of RSM US LLP (formerly McGladrey LLP) as our
independent registered public accounting firm for 2016.
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Proposal No. 3. Advisory Vote on Executive Compensation

Under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, or the Dodd-Frank Act, our stockholders are entitled to vote to
approve, on an advisory basis, the compensation of our named executive officers as disclosed in this proxy statement in accordance with the
rules of the Securities and Exchange Commission, or the SEC. This vote is not intended to address any specific item of compensation, but rather
the overall compensation of our named executive officers and the philosophy, policies and practices described in this proxy statement. We
currently intend to conduct this advisory vote annually, with the next such vote to occur at next year s annual meeting.

The compensation of our named executive officers is disclosed in the section entitled Executive Compensation below, including the tabular and
narrative disclosures set forth in such section under the headings Executive Compensation Tables and Compensation Discussion and Analysis.
As discussed in those disclosures, we believe that our compensation policies and decisions are focused on pay-for-performance principles and
strongly aligned with our stockholders interests. Compensation of our named executive officers is designed to enable us to attract, motivate and
retain talented and experienced executives to lead the Company successfully in a competitive environment.

At the 2015 Annual Meeting of Stockholders, 98.3% of the votes cast on the advisory vote on executive compensation proposal (often referred
to as say-on-pay ) were in favor of our named executive officer compensation as disclosed in the proxy statement and, as a result, our named
executive officer compensation was approved.

We are asking our stockholders to indicate their support for the compensation of our named executive officers as described in this proxy
statement by casting a non-binding advisory vote FOR the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that the stockholders approve the compensation of the named executive officers of ZIOPHARM Oncology, Inc., as
disclosed in the section entitled Executive Compensation in the Proxy Statement for the ZIOPHARM Oncology, Inc. 2016 Annual
Meeting of Stockholders pursuant to the compensation disclosure rules of the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Vote Required

The affirmative vote of the holders of a majority of the shares present in person or represented by proxy and entitled to vote at the annual
meeting will be required to approve, on an advisory basis, the compensation of our named executive officers as described herein. Because the
vote is advisory, it will not be binding on us, the board or its compensation committee. Nevertheless, the views expressed by our stockholders,
whether through this vote or otherwise, are important to us and, accordingly, the board and its compensation committee intend to consider the
results of this vote in making determinations in the future regarding executive compensation arrangements.

The board recommends that you vote FOR the proposal to approve the compensation of our
named executive officers, as described in this proxy statement.
Other Matters

The board of directors is not aware of any matter to be presented for action at the annual meeting other than the three proposals described above.
The board does not intend to bring any other matters before the annual meeting.

Stockholder Proposals for the 2017 Annual Meeting of Stockholders

Stockholders who intend to have a proposal considered for inclusion in our proxy materials for presentation at the 2017 Annual Meeting of
Stockholders pursuant to Rule 14a-8 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, or the Exchange Act, must be received by our
Secretary at our principal executive offices at One First Avenue, Parris Building 34, Navy Yard Plaza, Third Floor, Boston, Massachusetts
02129, by no later than
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December 29, 2016. Due to the complexity of the respective rights of the stockholders and us in this area, any stockholder desiring to propose
such an action is advised to consult with his or her legal counsel with respect to such rights. We suggest that any such proposal be submitted to
us by certified mail, return receipt requested.

Rule 14a-4 under the Exchange Act governs our use of our discretionary proxy voting authority with respect to a stockholder proposal that the
stockholder has not sought to include in our proxy statement. Rule 14a-4 provides that if a proponent of a proposal fails to notify us at least 45
days prior to the month and day of mailing of the prior year s proxy statement, management proxyholders will be allowed to use their
discretionary voting authority when the proposal is raised at the annual meeting, without any discussion of the matter. If a stockholder wishes to
bring a matter before the stockholders at the 2017 Annual Meeting of Stockholders but does not notify us before March 15, 2017, for all proxies
we receive, the management proxyholders will have discretionary authority to vote on the matter, including discretionary authority to vote in
opposition to the stockholder s proposal.
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The following table contains biographical information, as of the date of this proxy statement, of each of our current directors, director nominees
and executive officers. In addition, the table contains information about the specific and particular experience, qualifications, attributes or skills
of each current director and each nominee for director at the annual meeting that led the nominating and corporate governance committee to
believe that such current director was appropriate for nomination at a previous annual meeting of stockholders and, in the case of each nominee
for director at the annual meeting, that such nominee should continue to serve on the board.

Sir Murray Brennan, M.D., GNZM Dr. Brennan, who currently serves as the board s non-executive Lead Director, has been one of
our directors since our September 2005 acquisition of ZIOPHARM, Inc. and previously served
Lead Director as a director of ZIOPHARM, Inc. since December 2004. Dr. Brennan is Emeritus Chairman of

Memorial Sloan-Kettering s Department of Surgery and previously served as its Chairman from
1985 to 2007. Dr. Brennan is the Benno C. Schmidt Chair in Clinical Oncology at the Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, and currently serves as its Vice President for International
Programs. Dr. Brennan also is a member of the Institute of Medicine of The National Academy
of Sciences. He actively lectures at major institutions throughout the world and has authored or
co-authored more than 1,000 scientific papers. He previously served as a director of the
American Board of Surgery, Chairman of the American College of Surgeons Commission on
Cancer, President of the Society of Surgical Oncology, President of the American Surgical
Association, President of the Society of Clinical Surgery and Vice President of the American
College of Surgeons. He is the recipient of numerous honors, honorary degrees and fellowships
for his leadership role in surgery and oncology worldwide. He serves on the board of directors of
the de Beaumont Foundation, a charitable foundation designed to support public health in the
United States and elsewhere. He received a knighthood from her Majesty the Queen of England
in January 2015. Dr. Brennan is 76 years old.

Dr. Brennan s credentials and standing in the medical community worldwide, and the oncology
community specifically, along with the leadership roles in which he has served at various
esteemed organizations, provide experience and credibility that the board believes make him
well suited to serve on the board and as its non-executive Lead Director.

James A. Cannon Mr. Cannon has been one of our directors since our September 2005 acquisition of ZIOPHARM,
Inc. and previously served as a director of ZIOPHARM, Inc. since December 2004. Mr. Cannon
Director is currently Vice Chairman, Chief Financial Officer and a member of the board of directors of

BBDO Worldwide, an advertising agency. In these capacities, he oversees the financial
management of BBDO operations in 77 countries. Mr. Cannon joined BBDO in 1967, was
promoted to Chief Financial Officer of the agency in 1984, and was elected to its board of
directors one year later. An integral member of the team that formed Omnicom via a unique
three-agency merger of BBDO, DDB and Needham Harper & Steers, Mr. Cannon became
Comptroller of the new group (NYSE: OMC) and a member of its board of directors in 1986, a
position he held through 2002. In 1987, he was appointed Director of Financial Operations of the
Omnicom Group, serving in this capacity until early 1989 when he rejoined BBDO Worldwide
as Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer. His return was concurrent with that of
Allen Rosenshine who became Chairman and Chief Executive officer of BBDO after
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heading Omnicom. Mr. Cannon was promoted to Vice Chairman of the agency in 1990. Mr.
Cannon is a graduate of Pace University and served in the U.S. Marine Corps. Mr. Cannon is 77
years old.

The board believes that Mr. Cannon is qualified to serve as one of our directors based on his
financial skills and overall business judgment. In addition, the role played by Mr. Cannon at
BBDO, where he oversees the financial management of that company s international operations,
uniquely qualifies him to serve as Chair of the audit committee.

Senator Wyche Fowler, Jr. has been one of our directors since our September 2005 acquisition of
ZIOPHARM, Inc. and previously served as a director of ZIOPHARM, Inc. since December
2004. Senator Fowler served for 16 years in the United States Congress representing the state of
Georgia, from April 1977 to January 1993. In the U.S. Senate he served as assistant floor leader,
helping mold a bipartisan consensus for major public policy issues. Senator Fowler was a
member of the U.S. Senate Appropriations, Budget, Energy and Agriculture Committees. First
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, he was a member of the Ways and Means and
Foreign Affairs Committees, as well as the Select Committee on Intelligence. Following his
service in the United States Congress, Senator Fowler served as U.S. Ambassador to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from 1996 through 2001. On his return, the FBI awarded him its
highest civilian honor, The Jefferson Cup, for his assistance in combating terrorism and for
helping solve terrorism crimes against the U.S. military in Saudi Arabia. He was named Lion of
Judah by the State of Israel for successfully freeing Soviet Jew Yakov Gluzman. Senator Fowler
is currently engaged in an international business and law practice, and serves a