
CB RICHARD ELLIS GROUP INC
Form 10-K
March 01, 2010
Table of Contents

UNITED STATES

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549

FORM 10-K
ANNUAL REPORT PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d)

OF THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934

For the fiscal year ended December 31, 2009

Commission File Number 001 - 32205

CB RICHARD ELLIS GROUP, INC.
(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

Delaware 94-3391143
(State or other jurisdiction of

incorporation or organization)

(I.R.S. Employer Identification Number)

11150 Santa Monica Boulevard, Suite 1600

Los Angeles, California 90025
(Address of principal executive offices) (Zip Code)

(310) 405-8900

(Registrant�s telephone number, including area code)

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Act:

Edgar Filing: CB RICHARD ELLIS GROUP INC - Form 10-K

Table of Contents 1



Title of Each Class Name of Each Exchange on Which Registered
Class A Common Stock, $0.01 par value New York Stock Exchange

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(g) of the Act:

N.A.

Indicate by check mark if the registrant is a well-known seasoned issuer, as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act.    Yes  x    No  ¨

Indicate by check mark if the registrant is not required to file reports pursuant to Section 13 or Section 15(d) of the Act.    Yes  ¨    No  x

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant (1) has filed all reports required to be filed by Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act
of 1934 during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that the registrant was required to file such reports), and (2) has been subject
to such filing requirements for the past 90 days.    Yes  x    No  ¨

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant has submitted electronically and posted on its corporate Web site, if any, every Interactive Data
File required to be submitted and posted pursuant to Rule 405 of Regulation S-T during the preceding 12 months (or for such shorter period that
the registrant was required to submit and post such files).    Yes  ¨    No  ¨.

Indicate by check mark if disclosure of delinquent filers pursuant to Item 405 of Regulation S-K is not contained herein, and will not be
contained, to the best of registrant�s knowledge, in definitive proxy or information statements incorporated by reference in Part III of this Form
10-K or any amendment to the Form 10-K.    ¨

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer, or a smaller reporting
company. See definition of �large accelerated filer,� �accelerated filer� and �smaller reporting company� in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act.

Large accelerated filer x  Accelerated filer ¨   Non-accelerated filer ¨   Smaller reporting company ¨
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PART I

Item 1. Business

Company Overview

CB Richard Ellis Group, Inc. (which may be referred to in this Form 10-K as the �company�, �we�, �us� and �our�) is the world�s largest commercial real
estate services firm, based on 2009 revenue, with leading full-service operations in major metropolitan areas throughout the world. We offer a
full range of services to occupiers, owners, lenders and investors in office, retail, industrial, multi-family and other types of commercial real
estate. As of December 31, 2009, we operated more than 300 offices worldwide, excluding affiliate offices, with approximately 29,000
employees providing commercial real estate services under the �CB Richard Ellis� brand name and development services under the �Trammell
Crow� brand name. Our business is focused on several competencies, including commercial property and corporate facilities management, tenant
representation, property/agency leasing, property sales, valuation, real estate investment management, commercial mortgage origination and
servicing, capital markets (equity and debt) solutions, development services and proprietary research. We generate revenues from contractual
management fees and on a per project or transactional basis. In 2006, we became the first commercial real estate services company included in
the S&P 500. In 2007, 2008 and 2009, we were the only commercial real estate services company included on the Business Week list of 50 �Best
in Class� companies across all industries. In 2008, we became the first commercial real estate services firm to be included in the Fortune 500 and
remained the only commercial real estate services company on this list in 2009. Fortune also included us on its list of Most Admired Companies
in the real estate sector in 2009. Additionally, in 2009, the International Association of Outsourcing Professionals ranked us the #1 outsourcing
company in commercial real estate services and the #8 outsourcing company across all industries.

During the year ended December 31, 2009, we generated revenue from a well-balanced, highly diversified base of clients that includes nearly 80
of the Fortune 100 companies. Many of our clients are consolidating their commercial real estate-related needs with fewer providers and, as a
result, awarding their business to providers that have a strong presence in important markets and the ability to provide a complete range of
services worldwide. As a result of this trend and our ability to deliver comprehensive integrated solutions for our clients� needs across a wide
range of markets, we believe we are well positioned to capture a growing percentage of our clients� commercial real estate services needs.

CB Richard Ellis History

CB Richard Ellis marked its 103rd year of continuous operations in 2009, tracing our origins to a company founded in San Francisco in the
aftermath of the 1906 earthquake. That company grew to become one of the largest commercial real estate services firms in the western United
States during the 1940s. In the 1960s and 1970s, the company expanded both its service portfolio and geographic coverage to become a
full-service provider with a growing presence throughout the United States.

In 1989, employees and third-party investors acquired the company�s operations to form CB Commercial. Throughout the 1990s, CB
Commercial moved aggressively to accelerate growth and develop and enhance global capabilities to meet client demands. The company
acquired leading firms in investment management (Westmark Realty Advisors, now CB Richard Ellis Investors, in 1995), mortgage banking
(L.J. Melody & Company, now operating under the name CBRE Capital Markets, in 1996) and property and corporate facilities management, as
well as capital markets and investment management (Koll Real Estate Services, in 1997). In 1996, CB Commercial became a public company.
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In 1998, the company, then known as CB Commercial Real Estate Services Group, achieved significant global expansion with the acquisition of
REI Limited. REI Limited, which traces its roots to London in 1773, was the holding company for all �Richard Ellis� operations outside of the
United Kingdom. Following the REI Limited acquisition, the company changed its name to CB Richard Ellis Services, Inc. and, later in 1998,
acquired the London-based firm of Hillier Parker May & Rowden, one of the top property services firms
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operating in the United Kingdom. With these acquisitions, we believe we became the first real estate services firm with a platform to deliver
integrated real estate services across the world�s major business capitals through one commonly-owned, commonly-managed company.

CB Richard Ellis Group, Inc., which was initially known as Blum CB Holding Corp. and later as CBRE Holding, Inc., was formed by an
affiliate of Blum Capital Partners, L.P. as a Delaware corporation on February 20, 2001 for the purpose of acquiring all of the outstanding stock
of CB Richard Ellis Services in a �going private� transaction. This transaction, which involved members of our senior management team and
affiliates of Blum Capital Partners and Freeman Spogli & Co., was completed in 2001.

In July 2003, our global position was further solidified as our wholly-owned subsidiary CB Richard Ellis Services and Insignia Financial Group,
Inc. (Insignia) were brought together to form a premier, worldwide, full-service real estate services company. As a result of the Insignia
acquisition, we operate globally under the �CB Richard Ellis� brand name, which we believe is a well-recognized brand in virtually all of the
world�s key business centers. In order to enhance our financing flexibility and to provide liquidity for some of our stockholders, in June 2004, we
completed an initial public offering of our common stock.

In December 2006, we completed the acquisition of Trammell Crow Company, our largest acquisition to date, which deepened our outsourcing
services offerings for corporate and institutional clients, especially project and facilities management, strengthened our ability to provide
integrated account management solutions across geographies, and established resources and expertise to offer real estate development services
throughout the United States.

Beginning in 2005 and continuing throughout 2008, we have supplemented our global capabilities through the acquisition of regional and
specialty-niche firms that are leaders in their areas of concentration or in their local markets, including regional firms with which we had
previous affiliate relationships. These �in-fill� acquisitions remain an integral part of our long-term strategy.

Our Corporate Structure

CB Richard Ellis Group, Inc. is a holding company that conducts all of its operations through its indirect subsidiaries. CB Richard Ellis Services,
Inc., our direct wholly-owned subsidiary, is also generally a holding company and is the primary obligor or issuer with respect to most of our
long-term indebtedness, including our senior secured term loan facilities obtained to finance the acquisition of Trammell Crow Company.

In our Americas segment, most of our advisory services and outsourcing services operations are conducted through our indirect wholly-owned
subsidiary CB Richard Ellis, Inc. Our mortgage loan origination and servicing operations are conducted exclusively through our indirect
wholly-owned subsidiary operating under the name CBRE Capital Markets and its subsidiaries. Our operations in Canada are primarily
conducted through our indirect wholly-owned subsidiary CB Richard Ellis Limited.

In our Europe, Middle East and Africa, or EMEA, segment, operations are conducted through a number of indirect wholly-owned subsidiaries.
The most significant of such subsidiaries include CB Richard Ellis Ltd. (the United Kingdom), CB Richard Ellis Holding SAS (France), CB
Richard Ellis SA (Spain), CB Richard Ellis GmbH (Germany), CB Richard Ellis, B.V. (the Netherlands), CB Richard Ellis LLC (Russia) and
CB Richard Ellis SpA (Italy).
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In our Asia Pacific segment, operations are primarily conducted through a number of indirect wholly-owned subsidiaries, including CB Richard
Ellis Pty Ltd. (Australia), CB Richard Ellis Ltd. (New Zealand), CB Richard Ellis Ltd. (Hong Kong and China), CB Richard Ellis Korea Co Ltd.
(Korea), CB Richard Ellis Pte Ltd. (Singapore), CB Richard Ellis KK (Japan) and CB Richard Ellis South Asia Pte Ltd (India).
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Operations in our Global Investment Management segment are conducted through our indirect wholly-owned subsidiary CB Richard Ellis
Investors, L.L.C. and its global affiliates, which we also refer to as CBRE Investors.

Operations in our Development Services segment are conducted through our indirect wholly-owned subsidiaries Trammell Crow Company,
Trammell Crow Services, Inc. and certain of its subsidiaries.

Industry Overview

Our business covers all aspects of the commercial real estate industry, including commercial property and corporate facilities management,
tenant representation, property/agency leasing, property sales, valuation, real estate investment management, commercial mortgage origination
and servicing, capital markets (equity and debt) solutions, development services and proprietary research.

We review, on a quarterly basis, various internally-generated statistics and estimates regarding both office and industrial space within the U.S.
commercial real estate services industry, including the total available �stock� of rentable space and the average rent per square foot of space. Our
management believes that changes in the addressable commercial rental market represented by the product of available stock and rent per square
foot provide a reliable estimate of changes in the overall commercial real estate services industry because nearly all segments within the industry
are affected by changes in these two measurements. We estimate that the product of available stock and rent per square foot grew at a compound
annual growth rate of approximately 2% from 1999 through 2009.

We believe the key drivers of revenue growth for the largest commercial real estate services companies are primarily: (1) the continued
outsourcing of commercial real estate services, (2) the consolidation of client activities with fewer service providers, (3) the institutional
ownership of commercial real estate and (4) the ability to attract and retain talent.

Outsourcing

Motivated to reduce costs, lower overhead, improve execution across markets, increase operational efficiency and focus more closely on their
core competencies, property owners and occupiers have increasingly been contracting out for their commercial real estate services, including the
following:

� Transaction management�oversight of purchase and sale of properties, execution of lease transactions, renewal of leases, expansion and
relocation of offices and disposition of surplus space;

� Facilities management�oversight of all the operations associated with the functioning of occupied real estate, whether owned or
leased, including engineering services, janitorial services, security services, landscaping and capital improvements and directing and
monitoring of various subcontractors;

�

Edgar Filing: CB RICHARD ELLIS GROUP INC - Form 10-K

Table of Contents 8



Project management�oversight of the design and construction of interior space (as distinct from building design and construction) for
space users and occupiers, including assembling and coordinating contract teams, and creating and managing budgets;

� Portfolio management�analysis of all real estate leases of a client to ensure that it is in compliance with all terms and maintenance of
reports on all lease data, including critical dates such as renewal options, expansion options and termination options, performance of
required services and proper charging or payment of costs;

� Construction management�space planning and tenant build-out coordination for investor clients;

� Property management�oversight of the daily operation of a single property or portfolio of properties, including tenant service/relations
and bidding, awarding and administering subcontracts for maintenance, landscaping, security, parking, capital and tenant
improvements to implement the owner�s specific property value enhancement objectives through maximization of cash flow; and

3
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� Property accounting�performance of all of the accounting and financial reporting associated with a property or portfolio, including
operating budgets and expenses, rent collection and other accounts receivable, accounts payable, capital and tenant improvements and
tenant lease administration.

Consolidation

We believe that major property owners and corporate users are motivated to consolidate their service provider relationships on a regional,
national and global basis to obtain more consistent execution across markets to achieve economies of scale and to benefit from streamlined
management oversight and the efficiency of single point of contact service delivery. As a result, we believe large owners and occupiers are
awarding an increasing share of this business to larger commercial real estate services providers, particularly those that provide a full suite of
services across geographical boundaries.

Institutional Ownership of Commercial Real Estate

Since the mid 1990s, institutional owners, such as real estate investment trusts, or REITs, pension funds, foreign institutions and other financial
entities, have acquired more real estate assets. These acquisitions have been motivated by a need to diversify their investment portfolios. Total
U.S. real estate assets held by institutional owners was $424 billion in 2009, up from $361 billion in 1999. Much of that growth has been driven
by REITs, which increased their holdings by nearly 23% over this time period. Although institutional investment in real estate has decreased
significantly in the past two years due to market weakness and lower portfolio values, the long term trend of increased institutional ownership
remains intact. We believe it is likely that many institutional owners will outsource management of their portfolios and consolidate their use of
real estate services vendors.

Attracting and Retaining Talent

Attracting and retaining the best real estate services professionals is fundamental to a successful growth strategy. A broad global platform, strong
brand and local market leadership position a company well to draw top professionals away from smaller, less diversified firms. This is especially
true during periods of slower market activity. Investing heavily in the continuous training, development and skill-enhancement of existing
professionals is key to success in this area.

Our Regions of Operation and Principal Services

We report our operations through five segments. The segments are as follows: (1) Americas, (2) EMEA, (3) Asia Pacific, (4) Global Investment
Management and (5) Development Services.

Information regarding revenue and operating income or loss, attributable to each of our segments, is included in �Segment Operations� within the
�Management�s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations� section and within Note 23 of our Notes to
Consolidated Financial Statements, which are incorporated herein by reference. Information concerning the identifiable assets of each of our
business segments is also set forth in Note 23 of our Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements, which are incorporated herein by reference.
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The Americas

The Americas segment is our largest segment of operations and provides a comprehensive range of services throughout the United States and in
the largest metropolitan regions in Canada and selected parts of Latin America through both wholly-owned operations as well as affiliated
offices. Our Americas segment accounted
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for 62.3% of our 2009 revenue, 62.6% of our 2008 revenue and 61.1% of our 2007 revenue. Within our Americas segment, we organize our
services into the following business areas:

Advisory Services

Our advisory services businesses offer occupier/tenant and investor/owner services that meet the full spectrum of marketplace needs, including
(1) real estate services, (2) capital markets and (3) valuation. Our advisory services business line accounted for 30.8% of our 2009 consolidated
revenue, 34.6% of our 2008 consolidated revenue and 42.5% of our 2007 consolidated revenue.

Within advisory services, our major service lines are the following:

� Real Estate Services. We provide strategic advice and execution to owners, investors and occupiers of real estate in connection with
leasing, disposition and acquisition of property. These businesses are built upon strong client relationships that frequently lead to
recurring revenue opportunities over many years. Our real estate services professionals are particularly adept at aligning real estate
strategies with client business objectives, serving as advisors as well as transaction executors. We believe we are a market leader for
the provision of sales and leasing real estate services in most top U.S. metropolitan statistical areas (as defined by the U.S. Census
Bureau), including Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, New York and Philadelphia.

Our real estate services professionals are compensated primarily through commission-based programs, which are payable upon completion of an
assignment. Therefore, as compensation is our largest expense, this cost structure gives us flexibility to mitigate the negative effect on our
operating margins during difficult market conditions. Due to the low barriers to entry and significant competition for quality employees, we
strive to retain top professionals through an attractive compensation program tied to productivity. We also believe we invest in greater support
resources than most other firms, including professional development and training, market research and information, technology, branding and
marketing. We also foster an entrepreneurial culture that emphasizes client service and rewards performance.

We further strengthen our relationships with our real estate services clients by offering proprietary research to them through our commercial real
estate market information and forecasting unit, CBRE Econometric Advisors (formerly CBRE Torto Wheaton Research). This group provides
data and analysis to its clients in various formats, including market outlook reports for the office, industrial, hotel, retail and multi-housing
sectors, covering more than 55 U.S. metropolitan statistical areas through the CBRE-EA Peer Select office product, including a database
covering over 300,000 office and industrial properties.

� Capital Markets. In 2005, we combined our investment sales and debt/equity financing professionals into a single fully integrated
service offering called CBRE Capital Markets. The move formalized the collaboration between our investment sales professionals and
debt/equity financing experts that has grown as investors have sought comprehensive capital markets solutions, rather than separate
sales and financing transactions. During 2009, we concluded more than $16.3 billion of capital markets transactions in the Americas,
including $10.0 billion of investment sales transactions and $6.3 billion of mortgage loan originations.

Our Investment Properties business, which includes office, industrial, retail, multi-family and hotel properties, is one of the largest investment
sales property advisors in the United States, with a market share of approximately 15% in 2009, down from approximately 18% in 2008. Our
U.S. investment sales activity decreased by approximately 69% during 2009 versus a decrease of approximately 63% for the U.S. market as a
whole. Our mortgage brokerage business originates and services commercial mortgage loans primarily through relationships established with
investment banking firms, national banks, credit companies, insurance companies, pension funds and government agencies. Our mortgage loan

Edgar Filing: CB RICHARD ELLIS GROUP INC - Form 10-K

Table of Contents 12



origination volume in 2009 was $6.3 billion, representing a decrease of approximately 38% from 2008. Approximately $3.7 billion of loans in
2009 were originated for federal government sponsored entities,
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most of which were financed through revolving credit lines dedicated exclusively for this purpose. Loans financed through the revolving credit
lines generally occur with principal risk that is substantially mitigated because before the loan is originated, we obtain either a contractual
purchase commitment from the government sponsored entity or a confirmed forward trade commitment for the issuance and purchase of a
mortgage backed security that will be secured by the loan. In 2009, GEMSA Loan Services, a joint venture between CBRE Capital Markets and
GE Capital Real Estate, serviced approximately $116.2 billion of mortgage loans, $59.0 billion of which relate to the servicing rights of CBRE
Capital Markets.

� Valuation. We provide valuation services that include market value appraisals, litigation support, discounted cash flow analyses and
feasibility and fairness opinions. Our valuation business has developed proprietary technology for preparing and delivering valuation
reports to our clients, which we believe provides us with an advantage over our competitors. We believe that our valuation business is
one of the largest in the industry. During 2009, we completed over 30,000 valuation, appraisal and advisory assignments.

Outsourcing Services

Outsourcing is a long-term trend in commercial real estate, with corporations, institutions, public sector entities and others seeking to achieve
improved efficiency, better execution and lower costs by relying on the expertise of third-party real estate specialists. Our outsourcing services
primarily include two major business lines that seek to capitalize on this trend: (1) corporate services and (2) asset services. Agreements with our
corporate services clients are generally long-term arrangements and although they contain different provisions for termination, there are usually
penalties for early termination. Although our management agreements with our asset services clients generally may be terminated with notice
ranging between 30 to 90 days, we have developed long-term relationships with many of these clients and we continue to work closely with
them to implement their specific goals and objectives and to preserve and expand upon these relationships. As of December 31, 2009, we
managed nearly 1.2 billion square feet of commercial space for property owners and occupiers, which we believe represents one of the largest
portfolios in the Americas. Our outsourcing services business line accounted for 31.5% of our 2009 consolidated revenue, 28.0% of our 2008
consolidated revenue and 18.6% of our 2007 consolidated revenue.

� Corporate Services. We provide a comprehensive suite of services to corporate users of real estate, including transaction management,
project management, facilities management, strategic consulting, portfolio management and other services. Our clients are leading
global corporations, health care institutions and public sector entities with large, geographically-diverse real estate portfolios. Project
management services are typically provided on a portfolio-wide or programmatic basis. Facilities management involves the day-to-day
management of client-occupied space and includes headquarters buildings, regional offices, administrative offices and manufacturing
and distribution facilities. We identify best practices, implement technology solutions and leverage our resources to control clients�
facilities costs and enhance the workplace environment. We seek to enter into multi-year, multi-service outsourcing contracts with our
clients, but also provide services on a one-off assignment or a short-term contract basis. We enter into long-term, contractual
relationships with these organizations with the goal of ensuring that our clients� real estate strategies support their overall business
strategies. Revenues for project management include fixed management fees, variable fees, and incentive fees if certain agreed-upon
performance targets are met. Revenues may also include reimbursement of payroll and related costs for personnel providing the
services. Contracts for facilities management services are typically structured so we receive reimbursement of client-dedicated
personnel costs and associated overhead expenses plus a monthly fee, and in some cases, annual incentives if agreed-upon
performance targets are satisfied.

� Asset Services. We provide property management, construction management, marketing, leasing, accounting and financial services on
a contractual basis for income-producing office, industrial and retail properties owned by local, regional and institutional investors.
We provide these services through
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an extensive network of real estate experts in major markets throughout the United States. These local office delivery teams are
supported by a strategic accounts team whose function is to help ensure quality service and to maintain and expand relationships with
large institutional clients, including buyers, sellers and landlords who need to lease, buy, sell and/or finance space. We believe our
contractual relationships with these clients put us in an advantageous position to provide other services to them, including refinancing,
disposition and appraisal. We typically receive monthly management fees for the asset services we provide based upon a specified
percentage of the monthly rental income or rental receipts generated from the property under management, or in certain cases, the
greater of such percentage fee or a minimum agreed-upon fee. We are also normally reimbursed for our administrative and payroll
costs, as well as certain out-of-pocket expenses, directly attributable to the properties under management.

Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA)

Our EMEA segment operates in 37 countries, with its largest operations located in the United Kingdom, France, Spain, Germany, the
Netherlands, Russia and Italy. Within EMEA, our services are organized along the same lines as in the Americas, including brokerage,
investment properties, corporate services, valuation/appraisal services, asset management services and facilities management, among others. Our
EMEA segment accounted for 19.6% of our 2009 revenue, 21.1% of our 2008 revenue and 21.8% of our 2007 revenue.

We are one of the leading commercial real estate services companies in the United Kingdom. We hold the leading market position in London in
terms of 2009 leased square footage and provide a broad range of commercial property real estate services to investment, commercial and
corporate clients located in London. We also have 11 regional offices in Aberdeen, Birmingham, Bristol, Jersey, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester,
Edinburgh, Southampton and Glasgow. In France, we believe we are a market leader in Paris and we provide a complete range of services to the
commercial property sector. In Spain, we provide full-service coverage through our offices in Madrid, Marbella, Barcelona, Zaragoza, Valencia,
Malaga and Palma de Mallorca. Our German operations are located in Berlin, Cologne, Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Munich and Stuttgart.
Our operations in the Netherlands are located in Amsterdam, Almere, Hoofddorp and the Hague. Our operations in Russia consist of an office in
Moscow. Our presence in Italy includes offices in Milan, Modena, Rome and Turin. Our operations in these countries generally provide a full
range of services to the commercial property sector. Additionally, we provide some residential property services, primarily in the United
Kingdom, France and Spain.

We also have affiliated offices that provide commercial real estate services under our brand name in several countries throughout Europe, the
Middle East and Africa. Our agreements with these independent offices include licenses to use the �CB Richard Ellis� name in the relevant
territory in return for payments to us of annual royalty fees. In addition, these agreements also include business cross-referral arrangements
between us and our affiliates.

Asia Pacific

Our Asia Pacific segment operates in 13 countries. We believe that we are one of only a few companies that can provide a full range of real
estate services to large corporations throughout the region, similar to the broad range of services provided by our Americas and EMEA
segments. Our principal operations in Asia are located in China, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Singapore and South Korea. In addition, we have
agreements with affiliate offices in the Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia and Malaysia that generate royalty fees and support
cross-referral arrangements on terms similar to those with our affiliated offices in our EMEA segment. The Pacific region includes Australia and
New Zealand, with principal offices located in Adelaide, Brisbane, Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney, Perth, Auckland, Wellington and
Christchurch. Our Asia Pacific segment accounted for 12.6% of our 2009 revenue, 10.9% of our 2008 revenue and 9.1% of our 2007 revenue.
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Global Investment Management

Our indirect wholly-owned subsidiary, CB Richard Ellis Investors, L.L.C. and its global affiliates, which we also refer to as CBRE Investors,
provide investment management services to clients/partners that include pension plans, foundations, endowments and other organizations
seeking to generate returns and diversification through investment in real estate. It sponsors investment programs that span the risk/return
spectrum across three continents: North America, Europe and Asia. In higher yield strategies, CBRE Investors and its investment teams
�co-invest� with its limited partners. Our Global Investment Management segment accounted for 3.4% of our 2009 revenue, 3.1% of our 2008
revenue and 5.8% of our 2007 revenue.

CBRE Investors is organized into four primary investment execution groups according to strategy, which include direct real estate investments
through the Managed Accounts Group (low risk), Strategic Partners (higher yielding strategies), Capital Partners (higher yielding debt strategies)
and indirect real estate investments in real estate securities and unlisted property funds (multiple risk strategies). Operationally, a dedicated
investment team executes each investment strategy, with the team�s compensation being driven largely by the investment performance of its
particular strategy/fund. This organizational structure is designed to align the interests of team members with those of the firm and its investor
clients/partners and to enhance accountability and performance. Dedicated teams are supported by shared resources such as accounting, financial
controls, information technology, investor services and research. CBRE Investors has an in-house team of research professionals who focus on
investment strategy, underwriting and forecasting, based in part on research from our advisory services group.

CBRE Investors closed approximately $1.7 billion and $5.3 billion of new acquisitions in 2009 and 2008, respectively. It liquidated $0.8 billion
and $1.2 billion of investments in 2009 and 2008, respectively. Assets under management have increased from $8.4 billion at December 31,
1999 to $34.7 billion at December 31, 2009, representing an approximately 15% compound annual growth rate.

Development Services

Our indirect wholly-owned subsidiary Trammell Crow Company and certain of its subsidiaries provide development services primarily in the
United States to users of and investors in commercial real estate, as well as for its own account. Trammell Crow Company pursues opportunistic
but risk-mitigated development and investment in commercial real estate across a wide spectrum of property types, including industrial, office
and retail properties; healthcare facilities of all types (medical office buildings, hospitals and ambulatory surgery centers); higher education
facilities (primarily student housing); and residential/mixed-use projects. Our Development Services segment accounted for 2.1% of our 2009
revenue, 2.3% of our 2008 revenue and 2.2% of our 2007 revenue.

Trammell Crow Company acts as the manager of development projects, providing services that are vital in all stages of the process, including:
(i) site identification, due diligence and acquisition; (ii) evaluating project feasibility, budgeting, scheduling and cash flow analysis;
(iii) procurement of approvals and permits, including zoning and other entitlements; (iv) project finance advisory services; (v) coordination of
project design and engineering; (vi) construction bidding and management as well as tenant finish coordination; and (vii) project close-out and
tenant move coordination.

Trammell Crow Company may pursue development and investment activity on behalf of its user and investor clients (with no ownership), in
partnership with its clients (through co-investment�either on an individual project basis or through a fund or program) or for its own account
(100% ownership). Development activity in which Trammell Crow Company has an ownership interest is conducted through subsidiaries that
are consolidated or unconsolidated for financial reporting purposes, depending primarily on the extent and nature of our ownership interest.
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Trammell Crow Company has established several commingled investment funds to facilitate its pursuit of opportunistic and value added
development and investment projects. In addition, it seeks to channel a large part of its development and investment activity into programs with
certain strategic capital partners.

At December 31, 2009, Trammell Crow Company had $4.7 billion of development projects in process. Additionally, the inventory of pipeline
deals (those projects we are pursuing, which we believe have a greater than 50% chance of closing or where land has been acquired and the
project construction start is more than twelve months out) was $0.9 billion at December 31, 2009.

Our Competitive Position

We believe we possess several competitive strengths that position us to capitalize on the underlying trends in the commercial real estate services
industry, which include increased outsourcing, consolidation of service providers and institutional ownership of real estate. Our strengths include
the following:

� Global Brand and Market Leading Positions. For more than 100 years, we have built CB Richard Ellis into one of the foremost
brands in the industry. We are the world�s largest commercial real estate services provider, based on 2009 revenue, and one of only
three commercial real estate services companies with a global footprint. As a result of our strong brand and global footprint, large
corporations, institutional owners and users of real estate recognize us as a leading provider of world-class, comprehensive real estate
services. Operating under the global CB Richard Ellis brand name, we are the leader in many of the local markets in which we
operate, including New York, Los Angeles, Chicago and London.

� Full Service Capabilities. We provide one of the broadest ranges of first-class real estate services in the industry and provide these
services in major metropolitan areas throughout the world. When combined with our extensive global reach and localized market
knowledge, this full range of real estate services enables us to provide world-class service to our multi-regional and multi-national
clients, as well as to maximize our revenue per client.

� Strong Client Relationships and Client-tailored Service. We have forged long-term relationships with many of our clients. During the
year ended December 31, 2009, our clients included nearly 80 of the Fortune 100 companies. In order to better satisfy the needs of our
largest clients and to capture cross-selling opportunities, we have organized several fully-integrated client coverage teams comprised
of senior management, a global relationship manager and regional and product specialists.

� Attractive Business Model. Our business model features a diversified service offering and client base, recurring revenue streams, a
variable cost structure, low capital requirements and a strong senior management team and workforce.

� Diversified Service Offering and Client Base. Our broad service offering, global footprint and extensive client relationships
provide us with a diversified revenue base. For 2009, we estimate that corporations accounted for approximately 42% of our
revenue, insurance companies and banks accounted for approximately 20% of our revenue, pension funds and their advisors
accounted for approximately 10% of our revenue, individuals and partnerships accounted for approximately 8% of our revenue,
REITs accounted for approximately 5% of our revenue and other types of clients accounted for the remainder of our revenue.

� Recurring Revenue Streams. Our years of strong local market presence have allowed us to develop significant repeat business
from existing clients, including from approximately 68% of our U.S. real estate sales and leasing clients in 2009. This includes
referrals associated with our contractual fee-for-services businesses, which generally involve facilities management, property
management and mortgage loan servicing, as well as asset management provided by CBRE Investors. Our contractual,
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� Variable Cost Structure. Compensation is our largest expense and our sales and leasing professionals are generally paid on a
commission and bonus basis, which correlates with our revenue performance. This cost structure provides us with flexibility to
mitigate the negative effect on our operating margins during difficult market conditions, such as those experienced in 2008 and
2009. However, our cost structure also includes significant other operating expenses that may not correlate to our revenue
performance, including office lease and information technology maintenance, insurance premiums and other support services
expenses. In addition, we have a proven record of reducing fixed expenses aggressively when revenue weakens, such as we did
in 2008 and 2009.

� Low Capital Requirements. Our business model is structured to provide value-added services with low capital intensity. During
2009, our net capital expenditures were less than 1% of our revenue.

� Strong Senior Management Team and Workforce. Our most important asset is our people. We have recruited a talented and
motivated work force of approximately 29,000 employees worldwide, excluding affiliate offices, who are supported by a strong
and deep senior management team consisting of a number of highly-respected executives, most of whom have over 20 years of
broad experience in the real estate industry. In addition, we use equity compensation to align the interests of our senior
management team with the interests of our stockholders.

Although we believe these strengths will continue to create significant opportunities for our business, there are also risks that may impact our
competitive position, which include the following:

� Impact of �Credit Crunch� and Capital Markets Disruption. A significant portion of our business involves the sale and financing of
commercial properties. For example, during 2009, we generated approximately 12% of our revenue from investment sales. The
successful completion of sale and financing transactions is dependent on the availability and cost of credit. A severe disruption in the
global capital markets, such as the type that we experienced in 2008 and 2009, and the resulting decline in real estate values may
adversely affect our property sales and financing businesses.

� Impact of Weakening Global Economic Activity. A significant portion of our business involves the leasing of space on behalf of
property owners and occupiers. For example, during 2009, we generated approximately 32% of our revenue from leasing activities.
The health of leasing markets is dependent on the level of economic activity on a global, regional and local basis. A significant
slowdown in overall economic activity, or a contraction of activity, such as that which occurred in the United States and Europe in
2008 and for most of 2009, may continue to adversely affect our leasing business. Economic weakness in 2009 also adversely affected
our outsourcing business by curbing corporate spending on real estate facilities.

� Leverage. We are highly leveraged and have significant debt service obligations. As of December 31, 2009, our total debt, excluding
our notes payable on real estate and warehouse lines of credit, was approximately $2.1 billion. Our level of indebtedness and the
operating and financial restrictions in our debt agreements both place constraints on the operation of our business. Although we
believe that the incurrence of long-term indebtedness has been important in the development of our business, including facilitating our
acquisitions of Insignia and Trammell Crow Company, the cash flow necessary to service this debt is not available for other general
corporate purposes, which may limit our flexibility in planning for, or reacting to, changes in our business and in the commercial real
estate services industry. We seek to mitigate this exposure both through the refinancing of debt when available on attractive terms and
through selective repayment and retirement of indebtedness. For example, during the third quarter of 2009, we reached agreement with
our lenders to extend maturities and amortization schedules on $985.0 million of loans outstanding under our current credit agreement.
During the year ended December 31, 2009, we also repaid $432.0 million of our senior secured term loans outstanding under our
credit agreement and issued $450.0 million of 11.625% senior subordinated notes due June 15, 2017. These actions, combined with
the successful amendment to our credit agreement in the first quarter of 2009, have given us increased flexibility and significantly
extended the weighted average maturity of our outstanding debt.
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� Smaller Presence in Some Markets than our Local Competitors. Although we are the largest commercial real estate services firm in
the world in terms of 2009 revenue, our relative competitive position varies significantly across service categories and geographic
areas. Depending on the service, we face competition from other real estate service providers, institutional lenders, insurance
companies, investment banking firms, investment managers and accounting firms, some of which may have greater financial resources
than we do. Many of our competitors are local or regional firms. Although substantially smaller than we are, some of these
competitors are larger on a local or regional basis or within certain service categories within these markets.

� Exposure to Risks of International Operations. We conduct a significant portion of our business and employ a substantial number of
people outside of the United States. During 2009, we generated approximately 39% of our revenue from operations outside the United
States. Because a significant portion of our revenues are derived from operations outside the United States, we are exposed to adverse
changes in exchange rates and social, political and economic risks of doing business in foreign countries, including the current global
economic slowdown.

� Geographic Concentration. During 2009, approximately 10% of our global revenue was generated from transactions originating in
California. In addition, a significant portion of our European operations are concentrated in London and Paris. As a result, continued
or future adverse economic conditions in these regions may affect us more than our competitors.

Our Long-Term Growth Strategy

We believe we have built the premier integrated global services platform in our industry, which gives us a distinct competitive advantage. In
developing this integrated global services platform during the 1990s, we acquired such entities as The Koll Company, Westmark Realty
Advisors (now known as CBRE Investors), L.J. Melody & Company (now known as CBRE Capital Markets), REI Limited and Hillier Parker
May & Rowden. During the 2000s, we made our largest acquisitions�Insignia and Trammell Crow Company�which added strength, expertise and
resources in comprehensive outsourcing services, integrated account management and real estate development. Today, we believe that we offer
the commercial real estate services industry�s most complete suite of services and that we have a leadership position in many of the top business
centers around the world. Our primary business objective is to leverage this platform on a global basis in order to garner an increasing share of
industry revenues relative to our competitors. We believe this will enable us to maximize our long-term cash flow, sustain our competitive
advantage and increase long-term stockholder value. Our strategy to achieve these business objectives consists of several elements:

� Increase Revenue from Large Clients. We plan to capitalize on our client management strategy for our large clients, which is
designed to provide them with a full range of services globally while maximizing our revenue per client. We deliver these services
through relationship management teams that are charged with thoroughly understanding our customers� business and real estate
strategies and matching our services to the customers� requirements. The global relationship manager is a highly seasoned professional
who is focused on maximizing revenue per client and who is compensated with a salary and a performance-based bonus. The team
leader is supported by salaried professionals with specialized expertise, such as marketing, financial analysis and construction, and, as
needed, taps into our field-level transaction professionals for execution of client strategies. We believe this approach to client
management will lead to stronger client relationships and enable us to maximize cross-selling opportunities and capture a larger share
of our clients� commercial real estate services expenditures. For example:

� we generated repeat business in 2009 from approximately 68% of our U.S. real estate sales and leasing clients;

� approximately 61% of our corporate services clients today purchase more than one service and, in many cases, more than two;
and
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� the square footage we manage for our 15 largest U.S. asset services clients has grown by approximately 455% since 2001.

� Capitalize on Cross-selling Opportunities. Because we believe cross-selling represents a large growth opportunity within the
commercial real estate services industry, we are committed to emphasizing this opportunity across all of our clients, services and
regions. We organize dedicated teams to assist and supplement our local market professionals in the pursuit of major assignments and
to foster increased cross-selling of the full range of our services. In addition, we have dedicated substantial resources and implemented
several initiatives to further develop cross-selling opportunities across our platform, including our intensive training programs for sales
and management professionals, a customer relationship management database and sales management principles and incentives
designed to improve individual productivity. We believe our various initiatives will enable us to further penetrate local markets and
better capitalize on our global platform.

� Expansion through In-Fill Acquisitions. Strategic acquisitions have been and will continue to be an integral component of our
growth plans. From 2005 to 2008, we completed 58 in-fill acquisitions for an aggregate purchase price of approximately $592 million.
The companies we acquired were generally quality regional firms, niche specialty firms that complemented our existing platform
within a region, or affiliates in which, in some cases, we held an equity interest. We believe that there are a number of other smaller
firms throughout the world that may be suitable acquisition candidates for us. We expect that each of these acquisitions would
generally be less than $100 million in total consideration and would add to our existing geographic and/or line of business platforms.
Current market conditions have made acquisition opportunities less attractive in the short term. However, we believe acquisitions will
once again serve as a growth engine, supplementing our organic growth when market conditions improve in the future.

� Focus on Improving Operating Efficiency. We have been focused for several years on realizing efficiencies and service
enhancements from our internal support services and functions, lowering variable expenses such as marketing, travel and
entertainment, and reducing total headcount to coincide with decreased revenues. Our efforts have helped to lower operating costs,
support profit margins and improve overall performance. For example, beginning in 2008 and continuing through 2009, we took
aggressive actions to further improve efficiencies and contain costs in response to weakened macro market conditions. As a result of
these actions, operating expenses fell by nearly 21% in 2009 compared to 2008, exceeding the 19% decline in revenue over the same
period. These cost reduction efforts resulted in a significantly lower cost base. We will continue to look for ways to realize further
operational efficiencies and cost savings in order to maximize our operating margins and cash flow in the future.

Competition

We compete across a variety of business disciplines within the commercial real estate industry, including commercial property and corporate
facilities management, tenant representation, property/agency leasing, property sales, valuation, real estate investment management, commercial
mortgage origination and servicing, capital markets (equity and debt) solutions, development services and proprietary research. Each of the
business disciplines in which we compete is highly competitive on an international, national, regional and local level. Although we are the
largest commercial real estate services firm in the world in terms of 2009 revenue, our relative competitive position varies significantly across
geographies, property types and services. Depending on the geography, property type or service, we face competition from other commercial
real estate service providers, in-house corporate real estate departments, developers, institutional lenders, insurance companies, investment
banking firms, investment managers and accounting and consulting firms, some of which may have greater financial resources than we do.
Despite recent consolidation, the commercial real estate services industry remains highly fragmented. Many of our competitors are local or
regional firms. Although substantially smaller than we are, some of these competitors are larger on a local or regional basis. We are also subject
to competition from other large multi-national firms that have similar service competencies to ours, including Cushman & Wakefield and Jones
Lang LaSalle as well as national firms such as Grubb & Ellis.
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Different factors weigh heavily in the competition for clients. In advisory services, key differentiating factors include quality service, resource
depth, demonstrated track record, brand reputation, analytical skills, market knowledge, strategic thinking and creative problem-solving. These
factors are also vital in outsourcing services, and are supplemented by consistency of execution across markets, economies of scale, enhanced
efficiency and cost reduction strategies. In investment management and development services, the ability to enhance asset value and produce
solid, consistent returns on invested capital are keys to success.

Seasonality

A significant portion of our revenue is seasonal, which can affect an investor�s ability to compare our financial condition and results of operations
on a quarter-by-quarter basis. Historically, this seasonality has caused our revenue, operating income, net income and cash flows from operating
activities to be lower in the first two quarters and higher in the third and fourth quarters of each year. Earnings and cash flow have historically
been particularly concentrated in the fourth quarter due to investors and companies focusing on completing transactions prior to calendar
year-end. This has historically resulted in lower profits or a loss in the first and second quarters, with revenue and profitability improving in each
subsequent quarter.

Employees

At December 31, 2009, we had approximately 29,000 employees worldwide, excluding affiliate offices, many of which are in our outsourcing
operations and are fully reimbursed by our clients. At December 31, 2009, 511 of our employees were subject to collective bargaining
agreements, most of whom are on-site employees in our asset services business in the New York/New Jersey, Illinois and California areas. We
believe that relations with our employees are satisfactory.

Intellectual Property

We hold various trademarks and trade names worldwide, which include the �CB Richard Ellis� name. Although we believe our intellectual
property plays a role in maintaining our competitive position in a number of the markets that we serve, we do not believe we would be
materially, adversely affected by expiration or termination of our trademarks or trade names or the loss of any of our other intellectual property
rights other than the �CB Richard Ellis�, the �CBRE� and the �Trammell Crow� names. With respect to the CB Richard Ellis and CBRE names, we
have processed and continuously maintain trademark registrations for these service marks in the United States and the CB Richard Ellis and
CBRE related marks are in registration or in process in most foreign jurisdictions where we conduct significant business. We obtained our most
recent U.S. trademark registrations for the CB Richard Ellis and CBRE related marks in 2005, and these registrations would expire in 2015 if we
failed to renew them.

We hold a license to use the �Trammell Crow� trade name pursuant to a license agreement with CF98, L.P., an affiliate of Crow Realty Investors,
L.P., d/b/a Crow Holdings, which is wholly-owned by certain descendents and affiliates of Mr. Trammell Crow. See �Risk Factors�We license the
use of the Trammell Crow trade name and this license is not exclusive and may be revoked� for additional information.

In addition to trade names, we have developed proprietary technology for preparing and developing valuation reports to our clients through our
valuation business and we offer proprietary research to clients through our CBRE Econometric Advisors research unit. We also offer proprietary
investment structures through CBRE Investors. While we seek to secure our rights under applicable intellectual property protection laws in these
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Environmental Matters

Federal, state and local laws and regulations impose environmental liabilities, controls, disclosure rules and zoning restrictions that impact the
ownership, management, development, use, or sale of commercial real estate. Certain of these laws and regulations may impose liability on
current or previous real property owners or operators for the cost of investigating, cleaning up or removing contamination caused by hazardous
or toxic substances at a property, including contamination resulting from above-ground or underground storage tanks at a property. If
contamination occurs or is present during our role as a property or facility manager or developer, we could be held liable for such costs as a
current �operator� of a property.

Such liability may be imposed without regard for the legality of the acts or omissions that caused the contamination and without regard to
whether we knew of, or were responsible for, the presence of such hazardous or toxic substances, and such liability may be joint and several
with any other parties that are deemed legally liable for the contamination. The operator of a site also may be liable under common law to third
parties for damages and injuries resulting from exposure to hazardous substances or environmental contamination at a site, including liabilities
arising from exposure to asbestos-containing materials. If the liability is joint and several, we could be responsible for payment of the full
amount of the liability, whether or not any other responsible party is also liable. Under certain laws and common law principles, any failure by
us to disclose environmental contamination at a property could subject us to liability to a buyer or lessee of the property. In addition, some
environmental laws create a lien on a contaminated site for costs that a governmental entity incurs in connection with the contamination.

Some of the properties owned, operated or managed by us are in the vicinity of properties which are currently, or have been, the site of releases
of regulated substances and remediation activity, and we are currently aware of several properties owned, operated or managed by us which may
be impacted by regulated substances which may have migrated from adjacent or nearby properties or which may be within the borders of areas
suspected to be impacted by regional groundwater contamination.

While we are aware of the presence or the potential presence of regulated substances in the soil or groundwater at several properties owned,
operated or managed by us, which may have resulted from historical or ongoing activities on those properties, we are not aware of any material
noncompliance with the environmental laws or regulations currently applicable to us, and we are not the subject of any material claim for
liability with respect to contamination at any location. However, these laws and regulations may discourage sales and leasing activities and
mortgage lending with respect to some properties, which may adversely affect both us and the commercial real estate services industry in
general. Environmental contamination or other environmental liabilities may also negatively affect the value of commercial real estate assets
held by entities that are managed by our investment management and development services businesses, which could adversely impact the results
of operations of these business lines.

Availability of this Report

Our internet address is www.cbre.com. On the Investor Relations page on our Web site, we post the following filings as soon as reasonably
practicable after they are electronically filed with or furnished to the Securities and Exchange Commission: our Annual Report on Form 10-K,
our Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q, our Current Reports on Form 8-K, and any amendments to those reports filed or furnished pursuant to
Section 13(a) or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. All such filings on our Investor Relations web page are available to be viewed on
this page free of charge. Information contained on our website is not part of this Annual Report on Form 10-K or our other filings with the
Securities and Exchange Commission. We assume no obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements in the Annual Report on
Form 10-K, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise, unless we are required to do so by law. A copy of this Annual
Report on Form 10-K is available without charge upon written request to: Investor Relations, CB Richard Ellis Group, Inc., 200 Park Avenue,
17th Floor, New York, New York 10166.
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Item 1A. Risk Factors

Set forth below and elsewhere in this report and in other documents we file with the Securities and Exchange Commission are risks and
uncertainties that could cause our actual results to differ materially from the results contemplated by the forward-looking statements contained in
this report and other public statements we make. Based on the information currently known to us, we believe that the matters discussed below
identify the most significant risk factors affecting our business. However, the risks and uncertainties we face are not limited to those described
below. Additional risks and uncertainties not presently known to us or that we currently believe to be immaterial may also adversely affect our
business.

The success of our business is significantly related to general economic conditions and, accordingly, our business has been and could
continue to be harmed by the economic slowdown and downturn in real estate asset values, property sales and leasing activities.

Periods of economic weakness or recession, significantly rising interest rates, declining employment levels, declining demand for real estate,
declining real estate values, or the public perception that any of these events may occur, have negatively affected and may continue to negatively
affect the performance of many of our business lines. These economic conditions have resulted in and could continue to result in a general
decline in acquisition, disposition and leasing activity, as well as a general decline in the value of real estate and in rents, which in turn would
reduce revenue from property management fees and brokerage commissions derived from property sales, leases and mortgage brokerage as well
as revenues associated with investment management and/or development activities. In addition, these conditions have led and could continue to
lead to a decline in property sales prices as well as a decline in funds invested in existing commercial real estate assets and properties planned
for development. Because our development and investment strategy often entails making relatively modest investments alongside our investor
clients, our ability to conduct these activities depends in part on the supply of investment capital for commercial real estate and related assets. In
addition, economic downturns have reduced, and may continue to reduce, the amount of loan originations and related servicing by our
commercial mortgage brokerage business.

During an economic downturn, it may also take longer for us to dispose of real estate investments or the selling prices may be lower than
originally anticipated. As a result, the carrying value of our real estate investments may become impaired and we could record losses as a result
of such impairment or we could experience reduced profitability related to declines in real estate values. Further, as a result of our debt level and
the terms of our existing debt instruments, our exposure to adverse general economic conditions is heightened.

Recently, the availability and cost of credit, a declining real estate market (in particular, in those markets in which we have generated significant
transaction revenues in the past, such as the United States) and geopolitical issues have contributed to increased volatility and diminished
expectations for the economy and the markets going forward. These factors, combined with volatile oil prices, declining business and consumer
confidence and increased unemployment, have precipitated an economic slowdown and a global recession. The fragility of the credit markets
and the current economic environment have impacted real estate services companies like ours through liquidity restrictions, falling transaction
volumes, lower real estate valuations, market volatility and fluctuations, and loss of confidence. Similar to other commercial real estate services
firms, our transaction volumes fell throughout 2008 and 2009 and our stock price has declined significantly since 2007.

These negative general economic conditions could continue to reduce the overall amount of sale and leasing activity in the commercial real
estate industry, and hence the demand for our services. We are unable to predict the likely duration and severity of the current disruption in
financial markets and adverse economic conditions in the United States and other countries. Our revenues and profitability depend on the overall
demand for our services from our clients. While it is possible that the increase in the number of distressed sales and resulting decrease in asset
prices will eventually translate to greater market activity, the current overall reduction in sales transaction volume continues to materially and
adversely impact our business.
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If the conditions that prevailed in the economy and the commercial real estate market in 2008 and 2009 continue for an extended period or
worsen in the future, our business performance and profitability could continue to fall. If this were to occur, we could fail to comply with certain
financial covenants in our credit agreement which would force us to seek an amendment with the lenders under our credit agreement, and no
assurance can be given that we will be able to obtain any necessary waivers or amendments on satisfactory terms, if at all. In addition, in an
extreme deterioration of our business, we could have insufficient liquidity to meet our debt service obligations when they come due in future
years. If we fail to meet our payment or other obligations under our credit agreement, the lenders under the agreement will be entitled to proceed
against the collateral granted to them to secure the debt owed.

Recent adverse developments in the credit markets and the risk of continued market deterioration have adversely affected and may continue
to adversely affect our business, results of operations and financial condition.

Our Global Investment Management, Development Services and capital markets (including investment property sales and debt and equity
financing services) businesses are sensitive to credit cost and availability as well as marketplace liquidity. Additionally, the revenues in all of our
businesses are dependent to some extent on the overall volume of activity (and pricing) in the commercial real estate market. In 2008 and
continuing throughout 2009, the credit markets experienced a disruption of unprecedented magnitude. This disruption has reduced the
availability and significantly increased the cost of most sources of funding. In some cases, these sources have been eliminated.

Disruptions in the credit markets have adversely affected, and may continue to adversely affect, our business of providing advisory services to
owners, investors and occupiers of real estate in connection with the leasing, disposition and acquisition of property. If our clients are unable to
procure credit on favorable terms, there may be fewer completed leasing transactions, dispositions and acquisitions of property. In addition, if
purchasers of real estate are not able to procure favorable financing resulting in the lack of disposition opportunities for our funds and projects,
our Global Investment Management and Development Services businesses will be unable to generate incentive fees and we may also experience
losses of co-invested equity capital if the disruption causes a permanent decline in the value of investments made.

The scope of the credit market disruption in late 2008 and early 2009 was well beyond what any market participant anticipated. While the credit
market showed signs of improving in the second half of 2009, liquidity remains constrained and it is impossible to predict when the market will
return to normalcy. This uncertainty may lead market participants to continue to act more conservatively than in recent history, which may
amplify decreases in demand and pricing in the markets we serve.

Our debt instruments impose operating and financial restrictions on us and, in the event of a default, all of our borrowings would become
immediately due and payable.

Our debt instruments, including our credit agreement, impose, and the terms of any future debt may impose, operating and other restrictions on
us and many of our subsidiaries. These restrictions will affect, and in many respects will limit or prohibit, our ability and our guarantor
subsidiaries� abilities to:

� incur or guarantee additional indebtedness;

� pay dividends or make distributions on capital stock or redeem or repurchase capital stock;
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� create liens;

� enter into transactions with affiliates;

� enter into sale/leaseback transactions; and

� enter into mergers or consolidations.

As detailed below, our credit agreement contains financial covenants that currently require us to maintain a maximum leverage ratio of
Consolidated EBITDA (as defined in our credit agreement) to total debt less available cash and a minimum coverage ratio of interest. Our ability
to meet these financial ratios can be affected by events beyond our control, and we cannot assure you that we will be able to meet those ratios
when required. Due to the decline in Consolidated EBITDA in recent periods, and if our Consolidated EBITDA continues to decline in future
periods, and we are unable to negotiate any additional amendments to our credit agreement, we may be unable to comply with the financial
covenants under our credit agreement in future periods. We significantly reduced our cost structure during 2008 and further reduced costs in
2009. As a result, we were well within compliance with the minimum coverage ratio and the maximum leverage ratio in 2009. We continue to
monitor our projected compliance with these financial ratios and other terms of our credit agreement.

A breach of any of these restrictive covenants or the inability to comply with the required financial ratios could result in a default under our debt
instruments. If any such default occurs, the lenders under our credit agreement may elect to declare all outstanding borrowings, together with
accrued interest and other fees, to be immediately due and payable. The lenders under our credit agreement also have the right in these
circumstances to terminate any commitments they have to provide further borrowings. If we are unable to repay outstanding borrowings when
due, the lenders under our credit agreement will have the right to proceed against the collateral granted to them to secure the debt, which
collateral is described in the immediately following risk factor. If the debt under our credit agreement were to be accelerated, we cannot give
assurance that this collateral would be sufficient to repay our debt.

The restrictions contained in our debt instruments could also:

� limit our ability to plan for or react to market conditions or meet capital needs or otherwise restrict our activities or business plans; and

� adversely affect our ability to finance ongoing operations, strategic acquisitions, investments or other capital needs or to engage in
other business activities that would be in our interest.

If we fail to meet our payment or other obligations under our credit agreement, the lenders under such credit agreement could foreclose on,
and acquire control of, substantially all of our assets.

Our credit agreement is jointly and severally guaranteed by us and substantially all of our domestic subsidiaries. Borrowings under our credit
agreement are secured by a pledge of substantially all of the capital stock of our U.S. subsidiaries and 65% of the capital stock of certain
non-U.S. subsidiaries. In addition, in connection with any amendment to our credit agreement, we may need to grant additional collateral to the
lenders.
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Our substantial leverage and debt service obligations could harm our ability to operate our business, remain in compliance with debt
covenants and make payments on our debt.

We are highly leveraged and have significant debt service obligations. As of December 31, 2009, our total debt, excluding notes payable on real
estate and warehouse lines of credit, was approximately $2.1 billion. For the year ended December 31, 2009, our interest expense was
approximately $189.1 million. Our level of indebtedness increases the possibility that we may be unable to generate cash sufficient to pay when
due the principal of, interest on or other amounts due in respect of our indebtedness. In addition, we may incur additional
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debt from time to time to finance strategic acquisitions, investments, joint ventures or for other purposes, subject to the restrictions contained in
the documents governing our indebtedness. If we incur additional debt, the risks associated with our leverage, including our ability to service our
debt, would increase. If we are required to seek an amendment to our credit agreement, our debt service obligations may be substantially
increased.

Our debt could have other important consequences, which include, but are not limited to, the following:

� we could be required to use a substantial portion of our cash flow from operations to pay principal and interest on our debt;

� our interest expense could increase if interest rates increase because the loans under our credit agreement bear interest at floating rates;

� our leverage could increase our vulnerability to general economic downturns and adverse competitive and industry conditions, placing
us at a disadvantage compared to those of our competitors that are less leveraged;

� our debt service obligations could limit our flexibility in planning for, or reacting to, changes in our business and in the commercial
real estate services industry;

� our failure to comply with the financial and other restrictive covenants in the documents governing our indebtedness, which, among
other things, require us to maintain specified financial ratios and limit our ability to incur additional debt and sell assets, could result in
an event of default that, if not cured or waived, results in foreclosure on substantially all of our assets; and

� our level of debt may restrict us from raising additional financing on satisfactory terms to fund working capital, strategic acquisitions,
investments, joint ventures and other general corporate requirements.

From time to time, Moody�s Investors Service, Inc. and Standard & Poor�s Ratings Services, a division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. rate
our significant outstanding debt. These ratings and any downgrades thereof may impact our ability to borrow under any new agreements in the
future, as well as the interest rates and other terms of any future borrowings, and could also cause a decline in the market price of our Class A
common stock.

We cannot be certain that our earnings will be sufficient to allow us to pay principal and interest on our debt and meet our other obligations. If
we do not have sufficient earnings, we may be required to seek to refinance all or part of our existing debt, sell assets, borrow more money or
sell more securities, none of which we can guarantee that we will be able to do and which, if accomplished, may adversely impact our stock
price.

We have limited restrictions on the amount of additional recourse debt we are able to incur, which may intensify the risks associated with
our leverage, including our ability to service our indebtedness.

Subject to the maximum amounts of indebtedness permitted by our credit agreement covenants, we are not restricted in the amount of additional
recourse debt we are able to incur in connection with the financing of our development activities, and we may in the future incur such
indebtedness in order to decrease the amount of equity we invest in these activities. Subject to certain covenants in our various bank credit
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agreements, we are also not restricted in the amount of additional recourse debt CBRE Capital Markets may incur in connection with funding
loan originations for multi-family properties having prior purchase commitments by a government sponsored entity.

The deteriorating financial condition and/or results of operations of certain of our clients could adversely affect our business.

We could be adversely affected by the actions and deteriorating financial condition and results of operations of certain of our clients. Our clients
include companies in the financial services industry, including commercial
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banks, investment banks and insurance companies, as well as the automobile industry. Defaults or non-performance by, or even rumors or
questions about, one or more financial services institutions, or the financial services industry generally, have led to market-wide liquidity
problems and could lead to losses or defaults by one or more of our clients, which in turn, could have a material adverse effect on our results of
operations and financial condition.

Any of our clients may experience a downturn in its business that may weaken its results of operations and financial condition. As a result, a
client may fail to make payments when due, become insolvent or declare bankruptcy. For example, in 2008, a significant customer of our
outsourcing business, Washington Mutual, was seized by federal regulators and sold to JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Any client bankruptcy or
insolvency, or the failure of any client to make payments when due could result in material losses to our company. In particular, if any of our
significant clients becomes insolvent or suffers a downturn in its business, it may seriously harm our business. Bankruptcy filings by or relating
to one of our clients could bar us from collecting pre-bankruptcy debts from that client. A client bankruptcy would delay our efforts to collect
past due balances and could ultimately preclude full collection of these amounts. Any unsecured claim we hold against a bankrupt entity may be
paid only to the extent that funds are available and only in the same percentage as is paid to all other holders of unsecured claims. We may
recover substantially less than the full value of any unsecured claims in the event of the bankruptcy of a large client, which would adversely
impact our financial condition. We expect that the continuing weakness in the global economy will put additional financial stress on clients,
which may in turn negatively impact our ability to collect our receivables fully or in a timely manner.

Additionally, while no individual client accounted for more than approximately 3% of our revenues on a global basis in 2009, certain corporate
services and property management client agreements require that we advance payroll and other vendor costs on behalf of clients. If such a client
were to file bankruptcy or otherwise fail, we may not be able to obtain reimbursement for those costs or for the severance obligations we would
incur as a result of the loss of the client.

Our goodwill and other intangible assets could become further impaired, which may require us to take significant non-cash charges against
earnings.

Under current accounting guidelines, we must assess, at least annually and potentially more frequently, whether the value of our goodwill and
other intangible assets has been impaired. Any impairment of goodwill or other intangible assets as a result of such analysis would result in a
non-cash charge against earnings, which charge could materially adversely affect our reported results of operations and our stock price. Due to
the continuing economic uncertainty and credit crisis, we determined in December 2008 that the negative impact of the current global economic
slowdown and resulting decline in our stock price represented an adverse change in our business climate, requiring us to undertake an interim
evaluation of our goodwill and other intangible assets for impairment. During the year ended December 31, 2008, we incurred charges of $1.2
billion in connection with the impairment of goodwill and other non-amortizable intangible assets. We did not record any impairment charges
related to goodwill and other non-amortizable intangible assets during the year ended December 31, 2009. As of December 31, 2009, our
recorded goodwill was approximately $1.3 billion; our other intangible assets, net of accumulated amortization, was approximately $323
million; and our total CB Richard Ellis Group, Inc. stockholders� equity was approximately $629 million. As of December 31, 2009, our book
value per share was $1.96. A significant and sustained decline in our future cash flows, a significant further adverse change in the economic
environment, slower growth rates or if our stock price falls below our net book value per share for a sustained period, all could result in the need
to perform additional impairment analysis in future periods. If we were to conclude that a future write-down of goodwill or other intangible
assets is necessary, then we would record such additional charges, which could materially adversely affect our results of operations.

Our success depends upon the retention of our senior management, as well as our ability to attract and retain qualified and experienced
employees (including those acquired through acquisitions).
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Executive Officer and President. Mr. White and certain other key
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employees are not parties to employment agreements with us. We also are highly dependent upon the retention of our property sales and leasing
professionals, who generate a significant majority of our revenues, as well as other revenue producing professionals. The departure of any of our
key employees (including those acquired through acquisitions), or the loss of a significant number of key revenue producers, if we are unable to
quickly hire and integrate qualified replacements, could cause our business, financial condition and results of operations to suffer. In addition,
the growth of our business is largely dependent upon our ability to attract and retain qualified support personnel in all areas of our business,
including brokerage and property management personnel. Competition for these personnel is intense and we may not be able to successfully
recruit, integrate or retain sufficiently qualified personnel. We use equity incentives to retain and incentivize our key personnel. In 2008 and
continuing throughout 2009, our stock price declined significantly, resulting in the decline in value of our previously provided equity incentives,
which may result in an increased risk of loss of these key personnel. If we are unable to attract and retain these qualified personnel, our growth
may be limited and our business and operating results could suffer.

Our international operations subject us to social, political and economic risks of doing business in foreign countries.

We conduct a significant portion of our business and employ a substantial number of people outside of the United States and as a result, we are
subject to risks associated with doing business globally. During 2009, we generated approximately 39% of our revenue from operations outside
the United States. Circumstances and developments related to international operations that could negatively affect our business, financial
condition or results of operations include, but are not limited to, the following factors:

� difficulties and costs of staffing and managing international operations in certain regions;

� currency restrictions, which may prevent the transfer of capital and profits to the United States;

� unexpected changes in regulatory requirements;

� potentially adverse tax consequences;

� the responsibility of complying with multiple and potentially conflicting laws, e.g., with respect to corrupt practices, employment and
licensing;

� the impact of regional or country-specific business cycles and economic instability;

� the geographic, language and cultural differences among personnel in different areas of the world;

� greater difficulty in collecting accounts receivable in some geographic regions such as Asia, where many countries have
underdeveloped insolvency laws and clients are often slow to pay, and in some European countries, where clients also tend to delay
payments;

� political instability; and

� foreign ownership restrictions with respect to operations in countries such as China.
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Although we maintain an anti-corruption compliance program throughout the company, violations of our compliance program may result in
criminal or civil sanctions, including material monetary fines, penalties and other costs against us or our employees, and may have a material
adverse effect on our business.

We have committed additional resources to expand our worldwide sales and marketing activities, to globalize our service offerings and products
in selected markets and to develop local sales and support channels. If we are unable to successfully implement these plans, maintain adequate
long-term strategies that successfully manage the risks associated with our global business or adequately manage operational fluctuations, our
business, financial condition or results of operations could be harmed.

In addition, our international operations and, specifically, the ability of our non-U.S. subsidiaries to dividend or otherwise transfer cash,
including transfers of cash to pay interest and principal on our debt, may be affected by currency exchange control regulations, transfer pricing
regulations and potentially adverse tax consequences, among other things.
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Our revenue and earnings may be adversely affected by foreign currency fluctuations.

Our revenue from non-U.S. operations is denominated primarily in the local currency where the associated revenue was earned. During 2009,
approximately 39% of our revenue was transacted in currencies of foreign countries, the majority of which included the Euro, the British pound
sterling, the Canadian dollar, the Hong Kong dollar, the Japanese yen, the Singapore dollar, the Australian dollar and the Indian rupee. Thus, we
may experience fluctuations in revenues and earnings because of corresponding fluctuations in foreign currency exchange rates.

We have made significant acquisitions of non-U.S. companies and we may acquire additional foreign companies in the future. As we increase
our foreign operations, fluctuations in the value of the U.S. dollar relative to the other currencies in which we may generate earnings could
adversely affect our business, financial condition and operating results. Due to the constantly changing currency exposures to which we are
subject and the volatility of currency exchange rates, we cannot predict the effect of exchange rate fluctuations upon future operating results. In
addition, fluctuations in currencies relative to the U.S. dollar may make it more difficult to perform period-to-period comparisons of our reported
results of operations.

From time to time, our management uses currency hedging instruments, including foreign currency forward and option contracts and borrows in
foreign currencies. Economic risks associated with these hedging instruments include unexpected fluctuations in inflation rates, which impact
cash flow and unexpected changes in the underlying net asset position.

Our growth has benefited significantly from acquisitions, which may not be available in the future.

A significant component of our growth has occurred through acquisitions, including our acquisition of Insignia in July 2003 and our acquisition
of Trammell Crow Company in December 2006. Any future growth through acquisitions will be partially dependent upon the continued
availability of suitable acquisition candidates at favorable prices and upon advantageous terms and conditions, which may not be available to us,
as well as sufficient liquidity and credit to fund these acquisitions. In addition, acquisitions involve risks that business judgments concerning the
value, strengths and weaknesses of businesses acquired will prove incorrect. Future acquisitions and any necessary related financings also may
involve significant transaction-related expenses. For example, through December 31, 2009, we incurred $200.9 million of transaction-related
expenditures in connection with our acquisition of Insignia in 2003 and $196.6 million of transaction-related expenditures in connection with our
acquisition of Trammell Crow Company in 2006. Transaction-related expenditures include severance costs, lease termination costs, transaction
costs, deferred financing costs and merger-related costs, among others. We incurred our final transaction expenditures with respect to the
Insignia acquisition in the third quarter of 2004 and the Trammell Crow Company acquisition in the fourth quarter of 2007.

If we acquire companies in the future, we may experience integration costs and the acquired businesses may not perform as we expect.

We have had, and may continue to experience, difficulties in integrating operations and accounting systems acquired from other companies.
These challenges include the diversion of management�s attention from other business concerns and the potential loss of our key employees or
those of the acquired operations. We believe that most acquisitions will initially have an adverse impact on operating and net income.
Acquisitions also frequently involve significant costs related to integrating information technology, accounting and management services and
rationalizing personnel levels. In connection with the Insignia acquisition, we have incurred $41.9 million of expenses through December 31,
2009, which are related to the integration of Insignia�s business lines, as well as accounting and other systems, into our own. Additionally,
through December 31, 2009, we have incurred $58.6 million of integration expenses associated with the acquisition of Trammell Crow
Company.
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If we are unable to fully integrate the accounting and other systems of the businesses we acquire, we may not be able to effectively manage
them. Moreover, the integration process itself may be disruptive to our business as it requires coordination of geographically diverse
organizations and implementation of new accounting and information technology systems.

If the properties that we manage fail to perform, then our financial condition and results of operations could be harmed.

The revenue we generate from our asset services line of business is generally a percentage of aggregate rent collections from properties,
although many management agreements provide for a specified minimum management fee. Accordingly, our success partially depends upon the
performance of the properties we manage. The performance of these properties will depend upon the following factors, among others, many of
which are partially or completely outside of our control:

� our ability to attract and retain creditworthy tenants;

� the magnitude of defaults by tenants under their respective leases;

� our ability to control operating expenses;

� governmental regulations, local rent control or stabilization ordinances which are in, or may be put into, effect;

� various uninsurable risks;

� financial conditions prevailing generally and in the areas in which these properties are located;

� the nature and extent of competitive properties; and

� the real estate market generally.

Our real estate investment and co-investment activities subject us to real estate investment risks which could cause fluctuations in earnings
and cash flow.

An important part of the strategy for our Global Investment Management business involves investing our capital in certain real estate
investments with our clients. As of December 31, 2009, we had committed $34.9 million to fund future co-investments, all of which is expected
to be funded during 2010. In addition to required future capital contributions, some of the co-investment entities may request additional capital
from us and our subsidiaries holding investments in those assets, and the failure to provide these contributions could have adverse consequences
to our interests in these investments. These adverse consequences could include damage to our reputation with our co-investment partners and
clients, as well as the necessity of obtaining alternative funding from other sources that may be on disadvantageous terms for us and the other
co-investors. Providing co-investment financing is a very important part of our Global Investment Management business, which would suffer if
we were unable to make these investments. Although our debt instruments contain restrictions that limit our ability to provide capital to the
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entities holding direct or indirect interests in co-investments, we may provide this capital in many instances.

Selective investment in real estate projects is an important part of our Development Services business strategy and there is an inherent risk of
loss of our investment. As of December 31, 2009, we had approximately 60 consolidated real estate projects with invested equity of $40.7
million and $3.5 million of notes payable on real estate that are recourse to us (in addition to being recourse to the single-purpose entity that
holds the real estate asset and is the primary obligor on the note payable). In addition, at December 31, 2009, we were involved as a principal (in
most cases, co-investing with our clients) in approximately 40 unconsolidated real estate subsidiaries with invested equity of $24.0 million and
had committed additional capital to these unconsolidated subsidiaries of $25.6 million. We also guaranteed notes payable of these
unconsolidated subsidiaries of $2.0 million, excluding guarantees for which we have outstanding liabilities accrued on our consolidated balance
sheet.
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During the ordinary course of our Development Services business, we provide numerous completion and budget guarantees relating to
development projects. Each of these guarantees requires us to complete the relevant project within a specified timeframe and/or within a
specified budget, with us potentially being liable for costs to complete in excess of such timeframe or budget. While we generally have
�guaranteed maximum price� contracts with reputable general contractors with respect to projects for which we provide these guarantees (which
are intended to pass most of the risk to such contractors), there can be no assurance that we will not have to perform under any such guarantees.
If we are required to perform under a significant number of such guarantees, it could harm our business, results of operations and financial
condition.

Because the disposition of a single significant investment can impact our financial performance in any period, our real estate investment
activities could increase fluctuations in our net earnings and cash flow. In many cases, we have limited control over the timing of the disposition
of these investments and the recognition of any related gain or loss. The current economic environment has further reduced opportunities for
disposition of these investments. Risks associated with these activities include, but are not limited to, the following:

� losses from investments;

� difficulties associated with international co-investments described in ��Our international operations subject us to social, political and
economic risks of doing business in foreign countries� and ��Our revenue and earnings may be adversely affected by foreign currency
fluctuations;� and

� potential lack of control over the disposition of any co-investments and the timing of the recognition of gains, losses or potential
incentive participation fees.

Poor performance of the investment programs that our Global Investment Management business manages would cause a decline in our
revenue, net income and cash flow and could adversely affect our ability to raise capital for future programs.

In the event that any of the investment programs that our Global Investment Management business manages were to perform poorly, our
revenue, net income and cash flow could decline because the value of the assets we manage would decrease, which would result in a reduction in
some of our management fees, and our investment returns would decrease, resulting in a reduction in the incentive compensation we earn.
Moreover, we could experience losses on co-investments of our own capital in such programs as a result of poor performance. Investors and
potential investors in our programs continually assess our performance, and our ability to raise capital for existing and future programs will
depend on our continued satisfactory performance. Poor performance could make it more difficult for us to raise new capital and maintain our
current fee structure.

We are subject to substantial litigation risks and may face significant liabilities and damage to our professional reputation as a result of
litigation allegations and negative publicity.

The investment decisions we make in our Global Investment Management business and the activities of our investment professionals on behalf
of our clients may subject them and us to the risk of third-party litigation arising from investor dissatisfaction with the performance of our
programs and a variety of other litigation claims, including allegations that we improperly exercised judgment, discretion, control or influence
over client investments or that we breached fiduciary duties to clients.
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To the extent investors in our programs suffer losses resulting from fraud, gross negligence, willful misconduct or other similar misconduct,
investors may have remedies against us, our investment programs or funds or our employees under the federal securities law and state law.
Moreover, we are exposed to risks of litigation or investigation by investors and regulators relating to our having engaged in transactions that
presented conflicts of interest that were not properly addressed.

If any lawsuits were brought against us and resulted in a finding of substantial legal liability, whether or not the lawsuit had merit, it could
materially, adversely affect our business, financial condition or results of operations or cause significant reputational harm to us, which could
materially impact our business. We depend
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on our business relationships and our reputation for integrity and high-caliber professional services to attract and retain clients across our overall
business, as well as investors for our Global Investment Management business. As a result, allegations by private litigants or regulators of
improper conduct by us, whether the ultimate outcome is favorable or unfavorable to us, as well as negative publicity and press speculation
about us or our investment activities, whether or not valid, may harm our reputation and damage our business prospects both in our Global
Investment Management business and our other global businesses.

Our joint venture activities involve unique risks that are often outside of our control which, if realized, could harm our business.

We have utilized joint ventures for commercial investments and local brokerage and other affiliations both in the United States and
internationally, and although we currently have no specific plans to do so, we may acquire minority interests in other joint ventures in the future.
In many of these joint ventures, we may not have the right or power to direct the management and policies of the joint ventures and other
participants may take action contrary to our instructions or requests and against our policies and objectives. In addition, the other participants
may become bankrupt or have economic or other business interests or goals that are inconsistent with ours. If a joint venture participant acts
contrary to our interest, it could harm our business, results of operations and financial condition.

We have numerous significant competitors and potential future competitors, some of which may have greater financial and operational
resources than we do.

We compete across a variety of business disciplines within the commercial real estate services industry, including investment management,
tenant representation, corporate services, construction and development management, property management, agency leasing, valuation and
commercial mortgage brokerage. With respect to each of our business disciplines, we cannot give assurance that we will be able to continue to
compete effectively or maintain our current fee arrangements or margin levels or that we will not encounter increased competition. Each of the
business disciplines in which we compete is highly competitive on an international, national, regional and local level. Although we are the
largest commercial real estate services firm in the world in terms of 2009 revenue, our relative competitive position varies significantly across
product and service categories and geographic areas. Depending on the product or service, we face competition from other real estate service
providers, in-house corporate real estate departments, developers, institutional lenders, insurance companies, investment banking firms,
investment managers, and accounting and consulting firms, some of which may have greater financial resources than we do. In addition, future
changes in laws could lead to the entry of other competitors, such as financial institutions. Many of our competitors are local or regional firms.
Although substantially smaller than us, some of these competitors are larger on a local or regional basis. We are also subject to competition from
other large national and multi-national firms that have similar service competencies to ours. There has been a significant increase in recent years
in real estate ownership by REITs, many of which self-manage most of their real estate assets. Continuation of this trend could shrink the asset
base available to be managed by third-party service providers and thereby decrease the demand for our services. In general, there can be no
assurance that we will be able to compete effectively, to maintain current fee levels or margins, or maintain or increase our market share.

A significant portion of our operations are concentrated in California and our business could be harmed due to the ongoing economic
downturn in the California real estate markets.

During 2009 and 2008, approximately 10% of our revenue was generated from transactions originating in California. As a result of the
geographic concentration in California, the current economic downturn in the California commercial real estate market and in the local
economies in San Diego, Los Angeles and Orange County could harm our results of operations. Negative conditions in these or other significant
commercial real estate submarkets could disproportionately affect our business as compared to competitors who have less or different
geographic concentrations.
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Our results of operations vary significantly among quarters during each calendar year, which makes comparisons of our quarterly results
difficult.

A significant portion of our revenue is seasonal. Historically, this seasonality has caused our revenue, operating income, net income and cash
flow from operating activities to be lower in the first two quarters and higher in the third and fourth quarters of each year. The concentration of
earnings and cash flow in the fourth quarter is due to an industry-wide focus on completing transactions toward the fiscal year-end. This has
historically resulted in lower profits or a loss in the first and second quarters, with profits growing (or losses decreasing) in each subsequent
quarter. This variance among quarters during each calendar year makes comparison between such quarters difficult, but does not generally affect
the comparison of the same quarters during different calendar years.

We license the use of the Trammell Crow trade name and this license is not exclusive and may be revoked.

We have a license agreement with an affiliate of Crow Holdings that allows us to use the name �Trammell Crow� perpetually throughout the world
in any business except the residential real estate business, although we can use this name in serving certain mixed-use properties or in providing
investment sales brokerage services to buyers and sellers of multi-family residential facilities. This license can be revoked if we fail to maintain
certain quality standards or infringe upon certain of the licensor�s intellectual property rights. If we lose the right to use the Trammell Crow
name, our Development Services business could suffer significantly.

The license agreement permits certain existing uses of the name �Trammell Crow� by affiliates of Crow Holdings. The use of the Trammell Crow
name or other similar names by other parties may create confusion or reduce the value associated with the Trammell Crow name.

If we fail to comply with laws and regulations applicable to us in our role as a real estate broker, mortgage broker, property/facility manager
or developer, we may incur significant financial penalties.

We are subject to numerous federal, state, local and non-U.S. laws and regulations specific to the services we perform in our business, as well as
laws of broader applicability, such as tax, securities and employment laws. Brokerage of real estate sales and leasing transactions and the
provision of property management and valuation services require us to maintain applicable licenses in each U.S. state in which we perform these
services. If we fail to maintain our licenses or conduct these activities without a license, or violate any of the regulations covering our licenses,
we may be required to pay fines (including treble damages in certain states) or return commissions received or have our licenses suspended or
revoked. In addition, our indirect wholly-owned subsidiary, CBRE Investors, is subject to laws and regulations as a registered investment
advisor and compliance failures or regulatory action could adversely affect our business. As the size and scope of commercial real estate
transactions have increased significantly during the past several years, both the difficulty of ensuring compliance with numerous state licensing
regimes and the possible loss resulting from non-compliance have increased. Furthermore, the laws and regulations applicable to our business,
both within and outside of the United States, also may change in ways that increase the costs of compliance.

We may have liabilities in connection with real estate brokerage and property management activities.

As a licensed real estate broker, we and our licensed employees are subject to regulatory due diligence, disclosure and standard-of-care
obligations. Failure to fulfill these obligations could subject us or our employees to litigation from parties who purchased, sold or leased
properties that we or they brokered or managed. We could become subject to claims by participants in real estate sales, as well as building

Edgar Filing: CB RICHARD ELLIS GROUP INC - Form 10-K

Table of Contents 47



owners and companies for whom we provide management services, claiming that we did not fulfill our regulatory and fiduciary obligations.

In addition, in our property management business, we hire and supervise third-party contractors to provide construction and engineering services
for our managed properties. While our role is limited to that of an agent for
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the owner, we may be subject to claims for construction defects or other similar actions. Adverse outcomes of real estate brokerage or property
management litigation could negatively impact our business, financial condition or results of operations.

We may be subject to environmental liability as a result of our role as a property or facility manager or developer of real estate.

Various laws and regulations impose liability on real property owners or operators for the cost of investigating, cleaning up or removing
contamination caused by hazardous or toxic substances at a property. In our role as a property or facility manager or developer, we could be held
liable as an operator for such costs. This liability may be imposed without regard to the legality of the original actions and without regard to
whether we knew of, or were responsible for, the presence of the hazardous or toxic substances. Liability under some of these laws may be joint
and several, meaning that one liable party could be held responsible for all costs related to a contaminated site despite the existence of other
liable parties. If we fail to disclose environmental issues, we could also be liable to a buyer or lessee of a property. In addition, some
environmental laws create a lien on the contaminated site in favor of the government for damages and costs incurred in connection with the
contamination. If we incur any such liability, our business could suffer significantly as it could be difficult for us to develop or sell such
properties, or borrow funds using such properties as collateral. Additionally, liabilities incurred to comply with more stringent future
environmental requirements could adversely affect any or all of our lines of business.

Forward-Looking Statements

This Annual Report on Form 10-K includes forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933 and
Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. The words �anticipate,� �believe,� �could,� �should,� �propose,� �continue,� �estimate,� �expect,� �intend,�
�may,� �plan,� �predict,� �project,� �will� and similar terms and phrases are used in this Annual Report on Form 10-K to identify forward-looking
statements. These statements relate to analyses and other information based on forecasts of future results and estimates of amounts not yet
determinable. These statements also relate to our future prospects, developments and business strategies.

These forward-looking statements are made based on our management�s expectations and beliefs concerning future events affecting us and are
subject to uncertainties and factors relating to our operations and business environment, all of which are difficult to predict and many of which
are beyond our control. These uncertainties and factors could cause our actual results to differ materially from those matters expressed in or
implied by these forward-looking statements.

The following factors are among those, but are not only those, that may cause actual results to differ materially from the forward-looking
statements:

� disruptions in general economic and business conditions, particularly in geographies where our business may be concentrated, such as
the recessions currently being experienced in the United States and many European and Asian economies;

� the continued volatility and disruption of the capital and credit markets, interest rate increases, the cost and availability of capital for
investment in real estate, clients� willingness to make real estate or long-term contractual commitments and other factors impacting the
value of real estate assets;

� increases in unemployment and general slowdowns in commercial activity;
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� our leverage and ability to refinance existing indebtedness or incur additional indebtedness;

� an increase in our debt service obligations;

� our ability to generate a sufficient amount of cash from operations to satisfy working capital requirements and to service our existing
and future indebtedness;
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� our ability to reduce debt and achieve cash interest savings;

� our ability to comply with the financial ratio covenants under our credit agreement;

� the impairment or weakened financial condition of certain of our clients;

� client actions to restrain project spending and reduce outsourced staffing levels as well as the potential loss of clients in our
outsourcing business due to consolidation or bankruptcies;

� the impairment of our goodwill and other intangible assets as a result of business deterioration or our stock price falling;

� our ability to achieve estimated cost savings in connection with our existing or future cost reduction plans and achieve improvements
in operating efficiency;

� our ability to diversify our revenue model to offset cyclical economic trends in the commercial real estate industry;

� foreign currency fluctuations;

� adverse changes in the securities markets;

� our ability to retain our senior management and attract and retain qualified and experienced employees;

� our ability to attract new user and investor clients;

� our ability to retain major clients and renew related contracts;

� a reduction by companies in their reliance on outsourcing for their commercial real estate needs, which would impact our revenues and
operating performance;

� changes in the key components of revenue growth for large commercial real estate services companies, including consolidation of
client accounts and increasing levels of institutional ownership of commercial real estate;

� trends in use of large, full-service commercial real estate providers;

� trends in pricing for commercial real estate services;

� changes in tax laws in the United States or in other jurisdictions in which our business may be concentrated that reduce or eliminate
deductions or other tax benefits we receive;
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� our ability to maximize cross-selling opportunities;

� diversification of our client base;

� our ability to compete globally, or in specific geographic markets or business segments that are material to us;

� changes in social, political and economic conditions in the foreign countries in which we operate;

� our ability to comply with multiple and potentially conflicting laws, e.g., with respect to corrupt practices, employment and licensing;

� our ability to manage fluctuations in net earnings and cash flow, which could result from poor performance in our investment
programs, including our participation as a principal in real estate investments;

� variability in our results of operations among quarters;

� future acquisitions may not be available at favorable prices or upon advantageous terms and conditions;

� costs relating to the acquisition of businesses we may acquire could be higher than anticipated;

� integration issues arising out of our acquisition of companies, including our ability to improve operating efficiencies as much as
anticipated;
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� our ability to leverage our global services platform to maximize and sustain long-term cash flow;

� our ability to comply with the laws and regulations applicable to real estate brokerage and mortgage transactions;

� our exposure to liabilities in connection with real estate brokerage and property management activities;

� the failure of properties managed by us, or owned by our investment programs, to perform as anticipated;

� reputational harm resulting from losses in our investment management business and related litigation;

� the success of our co-investment and joint venture activities;

� the failure of our Global Investment Management segment to comply with applicable laws and regulations governing its role as a
registered investment advisor;

� the ability of our Global Investment Management segment to realize values in investment funds sufficient to offset incentive
compensation expense related thereto;

� our ability to sufficiently protect our intellectual property, including protection of our global brand;

� liabilities under guarantees, or for construction defects, that we incur in our Development Services business;

� the ability of CBRE Capital Markets to periodically amend, or replace, on satisfactory terms the agreements for its warehouse lines of
credit;

� the effect of implementation of new tax and accounting rules and standards; and

� the other factors described elsewhere in our current Annual Report on Form 10-K, included under the headings �Management�s
Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations�Critical Accounting Policies� and �Quantitative and
Qualitative Disclosures About Market Risk.�

Forward-looking statements speak only as of the date the statements are made. You should not put undue reliance on any forward-looking
statements. We assume no obligation to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changes in assumptions or changes in other
factors affecting forward-looking information, except to the extent required by applicable securities laws. If we do update one or more
forward-looking statements, no inference should be drawn that we will make additional updates with respect to those or other forward-looking
statements. Additional information concerning these and other risks and uncertainties is contained in our other periodic filings with the
Securities and Exchange Commission.

Item 1B. Unresolved Staff Comments
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Not applicable.

Item 2. Properties

We occupied the following offices, excluding affiliates, as of December 31, 2009:

Location Sales Offices Corporate Offices Total
Americas 147 2 149
Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA) 87 1 88
Asia Pacific 81 1 82

Total 315 4 319
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Many of our offices that contain employees of our Global Investment Management or our Development Services segments also contain
employees of our other segments. As a result, if we listed all offices of our Global Investment Management and Development Services
segments, it would be duplicative. Accordingly, we have grouped our offices by geographic region above to avoid duplication.

In general, these leased offices are fully utilized. The most significant terms of the leasing arrangements for our offices are the length of the lease
and the rent. Our leases have terms varying in duration. The rent payable under our office leases varies significantly from location to location as
a result of differences in prevailing commercial real estate rates in different geographic locations. Our management believes that no single office
lease is material to our business, results of operations or financial condition. In addition, we believe there is adequate alternative office space
available at acceptable rental rates to meet our needs, although adverse movements in rental rates in some markets may negatively affect our
profits in those markets when we enter into new leases. We do not own any offices, which is consistent with our strategy to lease instead of own.

Item 3. Legal Proceedings

We are a party to a number of pending or threatened lawsuits arising out of, or incident to, our ordinary course of business. Our management
believes that any liability imposed on us that may result from disposition of these lawsuits will not have a material effect on our business,
consolidated financial position, cash flows or results of operations.

As a result of an internal review that began in the first quarter of 2010 and is ongoing, we have determined that some of our employees in certain
of our offices in China have made payments in violation of company policy to local governmental officials, including payments for non-business
entertainment and in the form of gifts. The payments we have discovered to date are limited in number, minor in amount and we believe relate to
only a few discrete transactions involving immaterial revenues. Nonetheless, we believe that the payments may have been in violation of the
U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act or other applicable laws. Consequently, we voluntarily disclosed these events to the U.S. Department of
Justice (DOJ) and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) on February 27, 2010 and have agreed to update the DOJ and the SEC
periodically regarding further developments. We have engaged outside counsel to further investigate these events and we are implementing
thorough remedial measures. As a result of these findings, we may be subject to consequences that could include fines, penalties and other costs,
and our reputation and business may be impacted. However, we currently do not believe these consequences are reasonably likely to have a
material adverse effect on our business, results of operations or financial condition.

Item 4. Reserved
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PART II

Item 5. Market for Registrant�s Common Equity, Related Stockholder Matters and Issuer Purchases of Equity Securities

Stock Price Information

Our Class A common stock has traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol �CBG� since June 10, 2004. The applicable high and
low prices of our Class A common stock for the last two fiscal years, as reported by the New York Stock Exchange, are set forth below for the
periods indicated and adjusted for our stock split.
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