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501 Elliott Avenue West, Suite 400

Seattle, Washington 98119

(206) 282-7100

(Address, including zip code, and telephone number, including area code, of registrant�s principal executive offices)

James A. Bianco, M.D.

President and Chief Executive Officer

Cell Therapeutics, Inc.

501 Elliott Avenue West, Suite 400

Seattle, Washington 98119

(206) 282-7100

(Name, address, including zip code, and telephone number, including area code, of agent for service)

Copy to:

Michael J. Kennedy, Esq.

O�Melveny & Myers LLP

275 Battery Street, 26th Floor

San Francisco, California 94111

(415) 984-8700

Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public:

From time to time after the effective date of this registration statement.

If the only securities being registered on this form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment plans, please check the
following box.  ¨
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If any of the securities being registered on this form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to Rule 415 under the Securities
Act of 1933, other than securities offered only in connection with dividend or interest reinvestment plans, check the following box.  x

If this form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, please check the following
box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering.  ¨

If this form is a post effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities
Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering.  ¨

If this Form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that shall become effective
upon filing with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the following box.  ¨

If this Form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction I.D. filed to register additional
securities or additional classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check the following box.  ¨
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CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Title of Each Class of Shares To Be Registered

Proposed

Maximum Aggregate

Offering Price(1)

Amount of
Registration

Fee(2)

Common Stock, no par value(3)(4) �  �  
Preferred Stock, no par value(3) �  �  
Debt Securities(5) �  �  
Warrants(6) �  �  
Total $150,000,000(7) $16,050

(1) The proposed maximum aggregate offering price per class of security will be determined from time to time by the registrant in connection
with the issuance by the registrant of the securities registered hereunder and is not specified as to each class of security pursuant to General
Instruction II.D. of Form S-3 under the Securities Act.

(2) Calculated pursuant to Rule 457(o) under the Securities Act.
(3) Subject to note 7 below, there is being registered hereunder an indeterminable number of shares of common and preferred stock of the

registrant as may be sold from time to time by the registrant. Pursuant to Rule 416 under the Securities Act, the shares being registered
hereunder include such indeterminate number of shares of common and preferred stock as may be issuable from time to time with respect
to the shares being registered hereunder as a result of stock splits, stock dividends or similar transactions. Pursuant to Rule 457(i) under the
Securities Act, the shares being registered hereunder include such indeterminate number of shares of common and preferred stock as may
be issuable from time to time upon conversion or exchange of any preferred stock, debt securities or warrants issued under this registration
statement.

(4) Shares of the registrant�s common stock being registered hereby are accompanied by the registrant�s preferred stock purchase rights. Until
the occurrence of certain prescribed events, such rights are not exercisable, are evidenced by each certificate for common stock and will be
transferred along with and only with the common stock.

(5) Subject to note 7 below, there is being registered hereunder an indeterminable principal amount of debt securities of the registrant as may
be sold from time to time by the registrant. If any debt securities are issued at an original issue discount, then the offering price shall be in
such greater principal amount at maturity as shall result in aggregate gross proceeds to the registrant not to exceed $150 million, less the
gross proceeds attributable to any securities previously issued pursuant to this registration statement. Pursuant to Rule 457(i) under the
Securities Act, the debt securities being registered hereunder include such indeterminate principal amount of debt securities as may be
issuable upon conversion or exchange of any warrants issued under this registration statement.

(6) Subject to note 7 below, there is being registered hereunder an indeterminable number of warrants to purchase common stock, preferred
stock or debt securities of one or more series. Pursuant to Rule 457(i) under the Securities Act, the warrants being registered hereunder
include such indeterminable number of warrants as may be issuable upon conversion or exchange of any preferred stock or debt securities
issued under this registration statement.

(7) In no event will the aggregate offering price of all securities issued from time to time pursuant to this registration statement exceed $150
million, excluding accrued interest, if any, on any debt securities issued under this registration statement. The securities registered
hereunder may be sold separately or with other securities registered hereunder.

The registrant hereby amends this registration statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay its effective date until the
registrant shall file a further amendment which specifically states that this registration statement shall thereafter become effective in
accordance with Section 8(a) of the Securities Act of 1933 or until the registration statement shall become effective on such date as the
Securities and Exchange Commission, acting pursuant to said Section 8(a), may determine.
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The information in this prospectus is not complete and may be changed. We may not sell these securities until the
registration statement filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission is effective. This prospectus is not an offer to
sell these securities and is not soliciting an offer to buy these securities in any jurisdiction where the offer or sale is not
permitted.

Subject to Completion, dated April 19, 2006

PROSPECTUS

$150,000,000

Common Stock

Preferred Stock

Debt Securities

Warrants

From time to time, we may sell any of the securities listed above.

We will provide the specific terms of these securities in one or more supplements to this prospectus. You should read this prospectus, the
information incorporated by reference and any prospectus supplement carefully before you invest.

Our common stock is quoted on the Nasdaq National Market under the symbol �CTIC.�

The applicable prospectus supplement will contain information, where applicable, as to any other listing on the Nasdaq National Market or any
securities exchange or market of the securities covered by the prospectus supplement.

Edgar Filing: CELL THERAPEUTICS INC - Form S-3/A

Table of Contents 5



Investing in our securities involves significant risks, which we describe in our annual report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended
December 31, 2005 and in other documents that we subsequently file with the Securities and Exchange Commission, and which we will
describe in supplements to this prospectus.

This prospectus may not be used to offer or sell any securities unless accompanied by a prospectus supplement.

We may sell the securities to or through underwriters or dealers, directly to purchasers or through agents designated from time to time. For
additional information on the methods of sale, you should refer to the section entitled �Plan of Distribution� in this prospectus. If any underwriters
are involved in the sale of any securities with respect to which this prospectus is being delivered, the names of such underwriters and any
applicable discounts or commissions and over-allotment options will be set forth in a prospectus supplement. The price to the public of such
securities and the net proceeds we expect to receive from such sale will also be set forth in a prospectus supplement.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or
disapproved of these securities or determined if this prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to
the contrary is a criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is                     , 2006
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No dealer, salesperson or other person is authorized to give any information or to represent anything not contained in this prospectus or any
prospectus supplement. You must not rely on any unauthorized information or representations. This prospectus is an offer to sell only the
securities offered hereby, but only under circumstances and in jurisdictions where it is lawful to do so. The information contained in this
prospectus or any applicable prospectus supplement is current only as of its date, and the information contained in any document incorporated by
reference in this prospectus is accurate only as of the date of the document incorporated by reference, regardless of the time of delivery of this
prospectus or any prospectus supplement or any sale of a security.

ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission, or SEC, using a �shelf� registration
process. Under the shelf registration process, we may sell common stock, preferred stock, debt securities or warrants in one or more offerings up
to a total dollar amount of $150,000,000. This prospectus provides you with a general description of the securities we may offer. Each time we
sell any securities under this prospectus, we will provide a prospectus supplement that will contain more specific information about the terms of
those securities. We may also add, update or change in the prospectus supplement any of the information contained in this prospectus. This
prospectus, together with the applicable prospectus supplements and the documents incorporated by reference into this prospectus, includes all
material information relating to this offering. Please carefully read both this prospectus and any prospectus supplement together with the
additional information described below under �Where You Can Find More Information� before buying securities in this offering.

You should rely only on the information contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus or a prospectus supplement. We have not
authorized any other person to provide you with different information. If anyone provides you with different or inconsistent information, you
should not rely on it. This prospectus is not an offer to sell these securities and it is not soliciting an offer to buy these securities in any
jurisdiction where the offer or sale is not permitted. You should assume that the information appearing in this prospectus or any prospectus
supplement, as well as information we have previously filed with the SEC and incorporated by reference, is accurate as of the date on the front
of those documents only. Our business, financial condition, results of operations and prospectus may have changed since those dates. This
prospectus may not be used to consummate a sale of our securities unless it is accompanied by a prospectus supplement.
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This prospectus contains and incorporates by reference market data, industry statistics and other data that have been obtained from, or compiled
from, information made available by third parties. We have not independently verified their data.

i
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SUMMARY

The following is a summary of this prospectus. The following summary does not contain all the information that you should consider before
investing in the notes. You should read this entire prospectus carefully, including the documents that we have incorporated by reference into this
prospectus. Unless otherwise indicated, �CTI,� �Company,� �we,� �us,� �our� and similar terms refer to Cell Therapeutics, Inc. and its subsidiaries.

Our Company

We develop, acquire and commercialize novel treatments for cancer. Our goal is to build a leading biopharmaceutical company with a
diversified portfolio of proprietary oncology drugs. Our research, development, acquisition and in-licensing activities concentrate on identifying
and developing new, less toxic and more effective ways to treat cancer. We are developing XYOTAX, paclitaxel poliglumex, for the treatment
of non-small cell lung cancer, or NSCLC, and ovarian cancer. Our phase III clinical studies for XYOTAX did not meet our primary endpoint of
superior overall survival. However, in a pooled analysis of our STELLAR 3 and 4 pivotal trials, woman receiving XYOTAX for first-line
treatment of NSCLC had statistically significant improvement in median, 1 year and overall survival compared to women receiving standard
first-line chemotherapy. In addition, a phase II clinical trial that we reported in September 2005 demonstrated a survival advantage for women
receiving XYOTAX as first-line therapy for NSCLC when compared to men. We, therefore, plan to submit a new drug application, or NDA,
with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, or FDA, for XYOTAX as first-line monotherapy for women with advanced NSCLC who have
poor performance status (PS2) based on data from the pooled analysis of our STELLAR 3 and 4 first-line trials. To support this indication, we
also have initiated an additional study for XYOTAX as first-line monotherapy in PS2 women with NSCLC with a target of having interim
results available at the time of FDA review of that NDA, as an alternative to waiting for the completion of the study. In Europe, we plan to
submit a marketing authorization application, or MAA, based on non inferior survival and improved side effect profile demonstrated in our
first-line pivotal trials. We will need additional positive input from the Scientific Advisory Working Group of the European Medicines Agency,
or EMEA, prior to submitting an MAA on these bases. We are developing pixantrone, a novel anthracycline derivative, for the treatment of
non-Hodgkin�s lymphoma, or NHL. We are targeting an interim analysis from our ongoing phase III study late in the second quarter of 2006. We
also are developing CT-2106, polyglutamate camptothecin, which is in a phase I/II trial for the treatment of colorectal cancer and a phase II trial
in ovarian cancer. In the first half of 2005, we commenced a cost savings initiative, including a reduction of workforce, in an effort to conserve
capital.

We were incorporated in Washington in 1991. Our principal office is located at 501 Elliott Avenue West, Suite 400, Seattle, WA 98119. Our
telephone number is (206) 282-7100. Our world wide web address is http://www.cticseattle.com. Information on our website does not constitute
part of this prospectus. �CTI� and �XYOTAX� (formerly referred to as PG-TXL) are our proprietary marks. All other product names, trademarks
and trade names referred to in this prospectus are the property of their respective owners.

1
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The Securities We May Offer

We may offer shares of our common stock, preferred stock and various series of debt securities and warrants to purchase such securities with a
total value of up to $150 million from time to time under this prospectus at prices and on terms to be determined by market conditions at the
time of offering. This prospectus provides you with a general description of the securities we may offer. Each time we offer a type or series of
securities, we will provide a prospectus supplement that will describe the specific amounts, prices and other important terms of the securities,
including, to the extent applicable:

� designation or classification;

� aggregate principal amount or aggregate offering price;

� maturity;

� original issue discount, if any;

� rates and times of payment of interest, dividends or other payments, if any;

� redemption, conversion, exchange, settlement or sinking fund terms, if any;

� conversion, exchange or settlement prices or rates, if any, and, if applicable, any provisions for changes to or adjustments in the
conversion, exchange or settlement prices or rates and in the securities or other property receivable upon conversion, exchange or
settlement;

� ranking;

� restrictive covenants, if any;

� voting or other rights, if any; and

� important federal income tax considerations.

The prospectus supplement also may add, update or change information contained in this prospectus or in documents we have incorporated by
reference into this prospectus.

This prospectus may not be used to offer or sell any securities unless accompanied by a prospectus supplement.
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We may sell the securities directly to or through underwriters, dealers or agents. We, and our underwriters or agents, reserve the right to accept
or reject all or part of any proposed purchase of securities. If we do offer securities through underwriters or agents, we will include in the
applicable prospectus supplement:

� the names of those underwriters or agents;

� applicable fees, discounts and commissions to be paid to them;

� details regarding over-allotment options, if any; and

� the net proceeds to us.

Common Stock. We may issue shares of our common stock from time to time. Each holder of common stock is entitled to one vote for each
share held on all other matters to be voted upon by the shareholders and there are no cumulative voting rights. Subject to preferences that may be
applicable to any outstanding preferred stock, holders of common stock are entitled to receive ratably the dividends, if any, that are declared
from time to time by the board of directors out of funds legally available for that purpose. In the event of a liquidation, dissolution or winding up
of the company, the holders of common stock are entitled to share in our assets remaining after the payment of liabilities and the satisfaction of
any liquidation preference granted to the holders of any outstanding shares of preferred stock. Holders of common stock have no preemptive or
conversion rights or other subscription rights. There are no redemption or sinking fund provisions applicable to the common stock. The rights,
preferences and privileges of the holders of common stock are subject to, and may be adversely affected by, the rights of the holders of shares of
any series of preferred stock that we may designate in the future.

Preferred Stock. We may issue shares of our preferred stock from time to time. The board of directors has the authority, without action by the
shareholders, to designate and issue up to 10,000,000 shares of preferred stock in one or more series and to designate the rights, preferences and
privileges of each series, which may be greater than the rights of the common stock. We have designated 100,000 shares of our preferred stock
as Series C preferred stock in November 1996 in connection with the adoption of a shareholder rights plan as described below under �Description
of Capital Stock � Shareholder Rights Plan�.

We will fix the rights, preferences and privileges of the preferred stock of each series that we sell under this prospectus and applicable
prospectus supplements in the certificate of designation relating to that series. We will incorporate by reference into the registration statement of
which this prospectus is a part the form of any certificate of designation that describes the

2
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terms of the series of preferred stock that we are offering before the issuance of the related series of preferred stock. We urge you to read the
prospectus supplements related to the series of preferred stock being offered, as well as the complete certificate of designation that contains the
terms of the applicable series of preferred stock.

Debt Securities. We may issue debt securities from time to time, in one or more series, as either senior or subordinated debt or as senior or
subordinated convertible debt. The senior debt securities will rank equally with any other unsubordinated debt that we may have and may be
secured or unsecured. The subordinated debt securities will be subordinate and junior in right of payment, to the extent and in the manner
described in the instrument governing the debt, to all or some portion of our indebtedness. Any convertible debt securities that we issue will be
convertible into or exchangeable for our common stock or other securities of ours. Conversion may be mandatory or at your option and would be
at prescribed conversion rates.

The debt securities will be issued under one or more documents called indentures, which are contracts between us and a trustee for the holders of
the debt securities. In this prospectus, we have summarized certain general features of the debt securities. We urge you, however, to read the
prospectus supplements related to the series of debt securities being offered, as well as the complete indentures that contain the terms of the debt
securities. Indentures have been filed as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part, and supplemental indentures and
forms of debt securities containing the terms of debt securities being offered will be incorporated by reference into the registration statement of
which this prospectus is a part from reports we file with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Warrants. We may issue warrants for the purchase of common stock, preferred stock and/or debt securities in one or more series, from time to
time. We may issue warrants independently or together with common stock, preferred stock and/or debt securities, and the warrants may be
attached to or separate from those securities.

The warrants will be evidenced by a warrant certificate issued under one or more warrant agreements, which are contracts between us and an
agent for the holders of the warrants. In this prospectus, we have summarized certain general features of the warrants. We urge you, however, to
read the prospectus supplements related to the series of warrants being offered, as well as the complete warrant agreements and warrant
certificates that contain the terms of the warrants. Forms of warrant agreements and warrants certificates relating to warrants for the purchase of
common stock, preferred stock and debt securities have been filed as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part, and
complete warrant agreements and warrant certificates containing the terms of warrants being offered will be incorporated by reference into the
registration statement of which this prospectus is a part from reports we file with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Financial Ratios

Our ratio of earnings to fixed charges for each of the periods indicated is as follows:

Year Ended December 31,

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Ratio of earnings to fixed charges(1) �  �  �  �  �  

(1)
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For the purposes of computing ratio of earnings to fixed charges, earnings consist of income (loss) before provision for income taxes plus
fixed charges. Fixed charges consist of interest charges and that portion of rental payments under operating leases we believe to be
representative of interest. Earnings for the years ended December 31, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005, were insufficient to cover fixed
charges by $80,273, $49,903, $130,031, $252,298 and $102,505 (in thousands) respectively.

3
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RISK FACTORS

Prior to making a decision about investing in our securities, you should carefully consider the specific risks discussed under �Risk Factors� in the
applicable prospectus supplement and in our subsequent annual reports on Form 10-K and quarterly reports on 10-Q incorporated by reference
into this prospectus, together with all of the other information appearing in this prospectus or incorporated by reference into this prospectus and
any applicable prospectus supplement, in light of your particular investment objectives and financial circumstances.

SPECIAL NOTE REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

In addition to the other information contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus, you should carefully consider the risk factors
contained in and incorporated by reference into this prospectus when evaluating an investment in our common stock. This prospectus and the
documents incorporated by reference into this prospectus include �forward-looking statements� within the meaning of Section 27A of the
Securities Act of 1933, as amended (�Securities Act�), and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (�Exchange Act�). All
statements other than statements of historical fact are �forward-looking statements� for purposes of these provisions, including:

� any projections of earnings, revenues or other financial items;

� any statements of the plans and objectives of management for future operations;

� any statements concerning proposed new products or services;

� any statements regarding future operations, plans, regulatory filings or approvals;

� any statements on plans regarding proposed or potential clinical trials or new drug filing strategies;

� any statements concerning proposed new products or services, any statements regarding pending or future mergers or acquisitions; and

� any statements regarding future economic conditions or performance, and any statement of assumptions underlying any of the foregoing.

In some cases, forward-looking statements can be identified by the use of terminology such as �may�, �will�, �expects�, �plans�, �anticipates�, �estimates�,
�potential�, or �continue� or the negative thereof or other comparable terminology. There can be no assurance that such expectations or any of the
forward-looking statements will prove to be correct, and actual results could differ materially from these projected or assumed in the
forward-looking statements. Our future financial condition and results of operations, as well as any forward-looking statements, are subject to
inherent risks and uncertainties, including, but not limited to, the risk factors set forth in this prospectus. All forward-looking statements and
reasons why results may differ included in this prospectus are made as of the date hereof, and we assume no obligation to update any such
forward-looking statement or reason why actual results might differ.
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USE OF PROCEEDS

We will retain broad discretion over the use of the net proceeds from the sale of our securities offered hereby. Except as described in any
prospectus supplement, we currently anticipate using the net proceeds from the sale of our securities hereby primarily for clinical development
of drug candidates, as well as commercialization activities and general corporate purposes, including working capital and research expenses. In
addition, we may use some of the net proceeds to hire additional personnel. The amounts and timing of the expenditures may vary significantly
depending on numerous factors, such as the progress of our research and development efforts, technological advances and the competitive
environment for our products. We also might use a portion of the net proceeds to acquire or invest in complementary businesses, products and
technologies.

Pending the use of the net proceeds, we intend to invest the net proceeds in short-term, interest-bearing, investment-grade securities.

4

Edgar Filing: CELL THERAPEUTICS INC - Form S-3/A

Table of Contents 15



Table of Contents

DESCRIPTION OF CAPITAL STOCK

This summary does not purport to be complete and is subject to, and qualified in its entirety by, the provisions of our restated articles of
incorporation, as amended, and all applicable provisions of Washington law.

General

We are authorized to issue 200,000,000 shares of common stock, no par value, and 10,000,000 shares of preferred stock, no par value. As of the
close of business on December 31, 2005, there were 73,421,721 shares of common stock issued and outstanding and no shares of preferred stock
issued and outstanding.

Common Stock

Each holder of common stock is entitled to one vote for each share held on all matters to be voted upon by the shareholders and there are no
cumulative voting rights. Subject to preferences that may be applicable to any outstanding preferred stock, holders of common stock are entitled
to receive ratably the dividends, if any, that are declared from time to time by the board of directors out of funds legally available for that
purpose. In the event of a liquidation, dissolution or winding up of the company, the holders of common stock are entitled to share in our assets
remaining after the payment of liabilities and the satisfaction of any liquidation preference granted to the holders of any outstanding shares of
preferred stock. Holders of common stock have no preemptive or conversion rights or other subscription rights. There are no redemption or
sinking fund provisions applicable to the common stock. All outstanding shares of common stock are fully paid and nonassessable. The rights,
preferences and privileges of the holders of common stock are subject to, and may be adversely affected by, the rights of the holders of shares of
any series of preferred stock that we may designate in the future.

Preferred Stock

The board of directors has the authority, without action by the shareholders, to designate and issue preferred stock in one or more series and to
designate the rights, preferences and privileges of each series, which may be greater than the rights of the common stock. It is not possible to
state the actual effect of the issuance of any shares of preferred stock upon the rights of holders of the common stock until the board of directors
determines the specific rights of the holders of this preferred stock. However, the effects might include, among other things:

� restricting dividends on the common stock;

� diluting the voting power of the common stock;

� impairing the liquidation rights of the common stock; or
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� delaying or preventing a change in control of the company without further action by the shareholders.

We designated 100,000 shares of our preferred stock as Series C preferred stock in November 1996 in connection with the adoption of a
shareholder rights plan as described below.

No shares of preferred stock are outstanding, and we have no present plans to issue any shares of preferred stock.

Anti-takeover Effects of Provisions of Washington Law and our Charter and Bylaws

Washington law contains certain provisions that may have the effect of delaying, deterring or preventing a change in control of the company.
Chapter 23B.17 of the Washington Business Corporation Act (the WBCA) prohibits, subject to certain exceptions, a merger, sale of assets or
liquidation of the company involving an �interested shareholder� (defined as a person or group of affiliated persons who own beneficially 20% or
more of the company�s voting securities) unless the transaction is determined to be at a �fair price� or otherwise approved by a majority of the
company�s disinterested directors or is approved by holders of two-thirds of the company�s outstanding voting securities, other than those held by
the interested shareholder. A Washington corporation may, in its articles of incorporation, exempt itself from coverage of this provision, but the
company has not done so. In addition, Chapter 23B.19 of the WBCA prohibits the company, with certain exceptions, from engaging in certain
significant business transactions with an �acquiring person� (defined as a person or group of persons who acquire 10% or more of the company�s
voting securities without the prior approval of the company�s board of directors) for a period of five years following the acquiring person�s share
acquisition date. The prohibited transactions include, among others, a merger or consolidation with, disposition of assets to, or issuance or
redemption of stock to or from, the acquiring person, or otherwise allowing the acquiring person to receive any disproportionate benefit as a
shareholder. The company may not exempt itself from coverage of this statute. These statutory provisions may have the effect of delaying,
deterring or preventing a change in control of the company.

Our board of directors is divided into three approximately equal classes of directors serving staggered three-year terms. In addition, our
Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation provide that directors may be removed from office only at a meeting of shareholders called
expressly for that purpose and only for cause. Our Amended and Restated Articles of
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Incorporation limit �cause� to willful misfeasance having a material adverse effect on the company or conviction of a felony, provided that any
action by a director shall not constitute �cause� if, in good faith, the director believed the action to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the
company or if the director is entitled to be indemnified with respect to such action under applicable law, our Amended and Restated Articles of
Incorporation or Amended and Restated Bylaws, or a contract with the company. Further, our Amended and Restated Bylaws require a
shareholder to provide notice to the company of such shareholder�s intent to nominate a person or persons for election as directors not later than
90 days prior to the first anniversary of the previous year�s annual meeting of shareholders or, in the case of an election to be held at a special
meeting of shareholders for the election of directors, the close of business on the tenth day following the date on which notice of such meeting is
first given to shareholders. A shareholder must also provide us with notice of such shareholder�s intent to make any proposal at an annual
meeting of shareholders not later than 90 days prior to the first anniversary of the previous year�s annual meeting of shareholders. These
provisions may have the effect of deterring hostile takeovers or delaying change in control or management of our company.

Shareholder Rights Plan

On November 11, 1996, our board of directors adopted a shareholder rights plan and declared a distribution of one preferred stock purchase right
(a right) for each outstanding share of common stock to shareholders of record as of the close of business November 21, 1996 and for each share
of common stock issued thereafter pursuant to a rights agreement entered into on November 11, 1996 and amended November 20, 2002,
between the company and Computershare Investor Services, LLC as Rights Agent (the rights agreement). In connection with the adoption of the
rights agreement, we reserved for issuance 100,000 shares of series C preferred stock. The series C preferred stock will only be issued in the
event rights issued pursuant to the rights agreement are exercised.

Transfer Agent and Registrar

The transfer agent and registrar for our common stock is Computershare Investor Services, LLC.
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DESCRIPTION OF DEBT SECURITIES

The following description, together with the additional information we include in any applicable prospectus supplements, summarizes the
material terms and provisions of the debt securities that we may offer under this prospectus. While the terms we have summarized below will
generally apply to any future debt securities we may offer under this prospectus, we will describe the particular terms of any debt securities that
we may offer in more detail in the applicable prospectus supplement. The terms of any debt securities we offer under a prospectus supplement
may differ from the terms we describe below.

We will issue the senior notes under the senior indenture which we will enter into with one or more trustees. We will issue the subordinated
notes under the subordinated indenture which we will enter into with one or more trustees. We have filed forms of these documents as exhibits
to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part. We use the term �indentures� to refer to both the senior indenture and the
subordinated indenture.

The indentures will be qualified under the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as amended, or the Trust Indenture Act. We use the term �debenture
trustee� to refer to either the senior trustee or the subordinated trustee, as applicable.

The following summaries of material provisions of the senior notes, the subordinated notes and the indentures are subject to, and qualified in
their entirety by reference to, all the provisions of the indenture applicable to a particular series of debt securities. We urge you to read the
applicable prospectus supplements related to the debt securities that we sell under this prospectus, as well as the complete indentures that contain
the terms of the debt securities. Except as we may otherwise indicate, the terms of the senior indenture and the subordinated indenture are
identical.

General

We will describe in the applicable prospectus supplement the terms relating to a series of debt securities, including:

� the title;

� the principal amount being offered, and, if a series, the total amount authorized and the total amount outstanding;

� any limit on the amount that may be issued;

� whether or not we will issue the series of debt securities in global form and, if so, the terms and who the depositary will be;

� the maturity date;
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� the principal amount due at maturity, and whether the debt securities will be issued with any original issue discount;

� whether and under what circumstances, if any, we will pay additional amounts on any debt securities held by a person who is not a
United States person for tax purposes, and whether we can redeem the debt securities if we have to pay such additional amounts;

� the annual interest rate, which may be fixed or variable, or the method for determining the rate, the date interest will begin to accrue,
the dates interest will be payable and the regular record dates for interest payment dates or the method for determining such dates;

� whether or not the debt securities will be secured or unsecured, and the terms of any secured debt;

� the terms of the subordination of any series of subordinated debt;

� the place where payments will be payable;

� restrictions on transfer, sale or other assignment, if any;

� our right, if any, to defer payment of interest and the maximum length of any such deferral period;

� the date, if any, after which, the conditions upon which, and the price at which we may, at our option, redeem the series of debt
securities pursuant to any optional or provisional redemption provisions, and any other applicable terms of those redemption
provisions;

� provisions for a sinking fund, purchase or other analogous fund, if any;

� the date, if any, on which, and the price at which we are obligated, pursuant to any mandatory sinking fund or analogous fund
provisions or otherwise, to redeem, or at the holder�s option to purchase, the series of debt securities;

� whether the indenture will restrict our ability and/or the ability of our subsidiaries to:

� incur additional indebtedness;
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� issue additional securities;

� create liens;

� pay dividends and make distributions in respect of our capital stock and the capital stock of our subsidiaries;

� redeem capital stock;

� place restrictions on our subsidiaries� ability to pay dividends, make distributions or transfer assets;

� make investments or other restricted payments;

� sell or otherwise dispose of assets;

� enter into sale-leaseback transactions;

� engage in transactions with stockholders and affiliates;

� issue or sell stock of our subsidiaries; or

� effect a consolidation or merger;

� whether the indenture will require us to maintain any interest coverage, fixed charge, cash flow-based, asset-based or other financial
ratios;

� a discussion of any material or special United States federal income tax considerations applicable to the debt securities;

� information describing any book-entry features;

� the procedures for any auction and remarketing, if any;

� the denominations in which we will issue the series of debt securities, if other than denominations of $1,000 and any integral multiple
thereof;

� if other than dollars, the currency in which the series of debt securities will be denominated; and
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� any other specific terms, preferences, rights or limitations of, or restrictions on, the debt securities, including any events of default that
are in addition to those described in this prospectus or any covenants provided with respect to the debt securities that are in addition to
those described above, and any terms which may be required by us or advisable under applicable laws or regulations or advisable in
connection with the marketing of the debt securities.

Conversion or Exchange Rights

We will set forth in the prospectus supplement the terms on which a series of debt securities may be convertible into or exchangeable for
common stock or other securities of ours or a third party, including the conversion or exchange rate, as applicable, or how it will be calculated,
and the applicable conversion or exchange period. We will include provisions as to whether conversion or exchange is mandatory, at the option
of the holder or at our option. We may include provisions pursuant to which the number of our securities or the securities of a third party that the
holders of the series of debt securities receive upon conversion or exchange would, under the circumstances described in those provisions, be
subject to adjustment, or pursuant to which those holders would, under those circumstances, receive other property upon conversion or
exchange, for example in the event of our merger or consolidation with another entity.

Consolidation, Merger or Sale

The indentures in the forms initially filed as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part do not contain any covenant
which restricts our ability to merge or consolidate, or sell, convey, transfer or otherwise dispose of all or substantially all of our assets. However,
any successor of ours or acquiror of such assets must assume all of our obligations under the indentures and the debt securities.

If the debt securities are convertible for our other securities, the person with whom we consolidate or merge or to whom we sell all of our
property must make provisions for the conversion of the debt securities into securities which the holders of the debt securities would have
received if they had converted the debt securities before the consolidation, merger or sale.

Events of Default Under the Indenture

The following are events of default under the indentures with respect to any series of debt securities that we may issue:

� if we fail to pay interest when due and payable and our failure continues for 90 days and the time for payment has not been extended
or deferred;

8

Edgar Filing: CELL THERAPEUTICS INC - Form S-3/A

Table of Contents 22



Table of Contents

� if we fail to pay the principal, or premium, if any, when due and payable and the time for payment has not been extended or delayed;

� if we fail to observe or perform any other covenant contained in the debt securities or the indentures, other than a covenant specifically
relating to another series of debt securities, and our failure continues for 90 days after we receive notice from the debenture trustee or
holders of at least 25% in aggregate principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of the applicable series; and

� if specified events of bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization occur.

If an event of default with respect to debt securities of any series occurs and is continuing, other than an event of default specified in the last
bullet point above, the debenture trustee or the holders of at least 25% in aggregate principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of that
series, by notice to us in writing, and to the debenture trustee if notice is given by such holders, may declare the unpaid principal of, premium, if
any, and accrued interest, if any, due and payable immediately. If an event of default specified in the last bullet point above occurs with respect
to us, the principal amount of and accrued interest, if any, of each issue of debt securities then outstanding shall be due and payable without any
notice or other action on the part of the debenture trustee or any holder.

The holders of a majority in principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of an affected series may waive any default or event of default
with respect to the series and its consequences, except defaults or events of default regarding payment of principal, premium, if any, or interest,
unless we have cured the default or event of default in accordance with the indenture.

Subject to the terms of the indentures, if an event of default under an indenture shall occur and be continuing, the debenture trustee will be under
no obligation to exercise any of its rights or powers under such indenture at the request or direction of any of the holders of the applicable series
of debt securities, unless such holders have offered the debenture trustee reasonable indemnity. The holders of a majority in principal amount of
the outstanding debt securities of any series will have the right to direct the time, method and place of conducting any proceeding for any
remedy available to the debenture trustee, or exercising any trust or power conferred on the debenture trustee, with respect to the debt securities
of that series, provided that:

� the direction so given by the holder is not in conflict with any law or the applicable indenture; and

� subject to its duties under the Trust Indenture Act, the debenture trustee need not take any action that might involve it in personal
liability or might be unduly prejudicial to the holders not involved in the proceeding.

A holder of the debt securities of any series will only have the right to institute a proceeding under the indentures or to appoint a receiver or
trustee, or to seek other remedies if:

� the holder has given written notice to the debenture trustee of a continuing event of default with respect to that series;

� the holders of at least 25% in aggregate principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of that series have made written request,
and such holders have offered reasonable indemnity to the debenture trustee to institute the proceeding as trustee; and

�
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the debenture trustee does not institute the proceeding, and does not receive from the holders of a majority in aggregate principal
amount of the outstanding debt securities of that series other conflicting directions within 90 days after the notice, request and offer.

These limitations do not apply to a suit instituted by a holder of debt securities if we default in the payment of the principal, premium, if any, or
interest on, the debt securities.

We will periodically file statements with the debenture trustee regarding our compliance with specified covenants in the indentures.

Modification of Indenture; Waiver

We and the debenture trustee may change an indenture without the consent of any holders with respect to specific matters, including:

� to fix any ambiguity, defect or inconsistency in the indenture;

� to comply with the provisions described above under �Consolidation, Merger or Sale;�

9

Edgar Filing: CELL THERAPEUTICS INC - Form S-3/A

Table of Contents 24



Table of Contents

� to comply with any requirements of the Securities and Exchange Commission in connection with the qualification of any indenture
under the Trust Indenture Act;

� to evidence and provide for the acceptance of appointment hereunder by a successor trustee;

� to provide for uncertificated debt securities and to make all appropriate changes for such purpose;

� to add to, delete from, or revise the conditions, limitations and restrictions on the authorized amount, terms or purposes of issuance,
authorization and delivery of debt securities of any series;

� to add to our covenants such new covenants, restrictions, conditions or provisions for the protection of the holders, to make the
occurrence, or the occurrence and the continuance, of a default in any such additional covenants, restrictions, conditions or provisions
an event of default, or to surrender any of our rights or powers under the indenture; or

� to change anything that does not harm the interests of any holder of debt securities of any series.

In addition, under the indentures, the rights of holders of a series of debt securities may be changed by us and the debenture trustee with the
written consent of the holders of at least a majority in aggregate principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of each series that is
affected. However, we and the debenture trustee may only make the following changes with the consent of each holder of any outstanding debt
securities affected:
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