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Item 5. Other Events.

Effective as of November 18, 2003, Dr. Ralph Roy Buon-Cristiani resigned as a director of Cathay General Bancorp (the Registrant ) due to
personal health reasons.

Dr. Buon-Cristiani has been invited to serve on the Registrant s Senior Advisory Board. The Senior Advisory Board was established in

connection with the merger (the Merger ) of GBC Bancorp into the Registrant, and is comprised of former directors of GBC Bancorp who did not
join the Registrant s Board upon completion of the Merger. It is expected that the Senior Advisory Board will meet on a quarterly basis with
Registrant s Board members and senior management regarding current operations and future strategic directions.
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this Report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

Date: November 20, 2003

CATHAY GENERAL BANCORP

By: /s/ Heng W. Chen

Heng W. Chen

Executive Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer



