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No. 1         RNS Announcement, re: Directorate Change dated 5 August, 2004
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                                  Board Change

British Energy plc announces the resignation of David Gilchrist from the Board
with immediate effect. Mr Gilchrist has been with the Company since 1991 and was
appointed MD of the nuclear generation business in 2002. Upon the appointment of
Roy Anderson as Chief Nuclear Officer ("CNO"), Mr Gilchrist was due to take up
the position of Technical Director.

Mike Alexander, CEO commented: "David has worked in a number of positions in
technical, financial and general management.  He is a strong supporter of the
Company's Performance Improvement Programme including the appointment of a CNO
and he now wishes to seek a new challenge outside British Energy.  We thank him
for his past contribution and wish him well for the future."

The Company will now commence the process to seek a replacement Technical
Director.

For further details please contact:

John Searles
British Energy                                       01355 262000

Andrew Dowler
Financial Dynamics                                   020 7831 3113
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.

Date:  August 5, 2004                      BRITISH ENERGY PLC

                                           By:____Paul Heward____

                                           Name:  Paul Heward
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