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                      ("British Energy" or the "Company")

                         RESPONSE TO PRESS SPECULATION

British Energy notes recent press speculation relating to a possible increase of
the credit facility initially provided to the Company on 9 September 2002
(the "Government Facility") by the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry
(the "Secretary of State").

The Company can confirm that it has approached the Secretary of State for an
increase in the Government Facility and that discussions are continuing, but no
agreement has yet been reached.

A further announcement will be made in due course.

Contacts:

Paul Heward

+44 (0)1355 262 201  (British Energy, Investor Relations)

Andrew Dowler

+44 (0)20 7831 3113  (Financial Dynamics, Media)
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
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                                           By:____Paul Heward____

                                           Name:  Paul Heward
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