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BRITISH ENERGY PLC

Today the European Commission has announced that it has initiated a formal
investigation of the UK Government's proposed restructuring state aid to the
Company.

British Energy has been expecting the opening of the formal investigation and
looks forward to providing all necessary information and assistance that the
Commission needs to complete its investigation of the proposed restructuring
plan that the UK Government has put forward for the Company.

CONTACTS:

Andrew Dowler          Financial Dynamics,(Media)                020 7831 3113
Paul Heward            British Energy (Investor Relations)       01355 262 201

Website:  www.british-energy.com
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Date:  July 23, 2003                        BRITISH ENERGY PLC

                                           By:____Paul Heward____

                                           Name:  Paul Heward
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