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                                                    Registration No. 333-63212

                                  UNITED STATES
                       SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
                             Washington, D.C. 20549

                             ----------------------

                   POST-EFFECTIVE AMENDMENT NO. 1 ON FORM S-8
                      TO REGISTRATION STATEMENT ON FORM S-4
                        Under The Securities Act of 1933

                             ----------------------

                             ALLEGIANT BANCORP, INC.
             (Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

                 MISSOURI                             43-1262037
      (State or other jurisdiction          (I.R.S. Employer Identification
    of incorporation or organization)                   Number)

            2122 KRATKY ROAD                            63114
          ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI                         (Zip Code)
(Address of principal executive offices)

                             ----------------------

     ALLEGIANT BANCORP, INC. 401(k)            SOUTHSIDE BANCSHARES CORP.
   PROFIT SHARING PLAN AND TRUST PLAN     1993 NON-QUALIFIED STOCK OPTION PLAN
                             EQUALITY BANCORP, INC.
                      1993 STOCK OPTION AND INCENTIVE PLAN
                      1997 STOCK OPTION AND INCENTIVE PLAN
                            (Full title of the plans)

                             ----------------------

                                 SHAUN R. HAYES
                      PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
                             ALLEGIANT BANCORP, INC.
                                2122 KRATKY ROAD
                            ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63114
                     (Name and address of agent for service)

  Telephone number, including area code, of agent for service: (314) 530-8000

                             ----------------------

                                    Copy to:

                              THOMAS A. LITZ, ESQ.
                             THOMAS E. PROOST, ESQ.
                               Thompson Coburn LLP
                                One Firstar Plaza
                            St. Louis, Missouri 63101
                                 (314) 552-6000
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==========================================================================================================================
Title of Securities to be   Amount to be   Proposed Maximum Offering   Proposed Maximum Aggregate   Amount of Registration
       Registered            Registered         Price Per Share              Offering Price                  Fee
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   COMMON STOCK, $0.01      1,798,585 (1)             N/A                         N/A                        (2)
        PAR VALUE
==========================================================================================================================
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