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   Item 5.  Other Events

   See press release attached to this report as Exhibit 99.1.

                                   SIGNATURES

   Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
   Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
   undersigned hereunto duly authorized.
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   Dated:  October 17, 2001

                                  FIRST COMMUNITY BANCSHARES, INC.

                                  BY: /s/ Robert L. Schumacher
                                    ------------------------------------------
                                      ROBERT L. SCHUMACHER,
                                      SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, FINANCE
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